
 

 

Agenda 
For Presentation at the 

2,239th Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District 

 
September 14, 2026 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
Zoom Meeting Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/3112410839?pwd=9EhnTLvKupEsdcarXH5oo5nUuUH137.1 
Meeting ID: 311 241 0839 and Passcode: 193122 

MRGCD General Office * 1931 Second Street SW * Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Meetings are held on second Mondays/month. Any questions please call the Board Liaison at (505) 247-0234. 

For more information, visit our website at www.mrgcd.com 
 

All items on Agenda are Subject to Action and times shown are approximate and are subject to change . 

3:00 1. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3:01 2. Approval of the Agenda 
 

3:03 3. Consent Agenda 
 a. Consideration/Approval of Payment Ratification – August 2026 

b. Consideration/Approval of August 2026 Invoices for Wiggins, Williams & Wesenberg, PC 
c. Consideration/Approval of August 2026 Invoices for Spencer Fane LLP 

d. Consideration/Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Board Meeting – August 10, 2026 

e. Memo on MRGCD Approved Licenses for August 2026 (For Informational Purposes Only) 
 

 
 
 
 

3:05 4. Discussion/Approval of the October 2026 Board Meeting Schedule – Jason M. Casuga, CE/CEO 
 

3:10 5. El Vado Dam Update - Bureau of Reclamation - Leann Woodruff, Civil Engineer, Facility Management 
Division Manager 
 

3:50 6. Report(s) from MRGCD Lobbyist - John Thompson 

a. Report on Site Tour with Senator Angel Charley, August 24, 2026 - Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO 
and John Thompson, MRGCD Lobbyist 

b. Report on Water and Natural Resources Interim Committee, August 31, 2026 - Jason M. Casuga, Chief 
Engineer/CEO, Casey Ish, Director of Lands & Conservation, Vice Chair Baugh, Directors Russo Baca and 
Lopez, and John Thompson, MRGCD Lobbyist 
 

4:00 7. Report(s) from the Water Operations  

a. Report on Water Supply Conditions – Anne Marken, River Operations & Telemetry Manager 

b. Report on Water Distribution – Matt Martinez, Irrigation Distribution Manager 
 

4:30 8. Items from the Floor (Comments are limited to three (3) minutes) 
 

4:45 9. Report(s) from the Department of the Interior 

a. Bureau of Indian Affairs – Patrick Taber, Acting Designated Engineer 
 

5:00 10. Report(s) from the Director of Human Resources – Christine L. Nardi, MBA 

a. Introduction of MRGCD New Hires 
 

5:10 11. Report(s) from the Chief Procurement Officer – Richard DeLoia 

a. Consideration/Approval for the purchase of Pump Station for Feeder 3 

b. Consideration/Approval of Unified Fire Levee Road Maintenance and Access Clearing 
 

5:20 12. Report(s) from the Director of Lands & Conservation – Casey Ish 
a. Report on the San Juan-Chama Project Contractors Association Field Trip, August 26-27, 2026 – 

Casey Ish, Director of Lands & Conservation and Amanda Molina, Director of Communications 
b. Report on New Belen Outfall/Unified Fire Scar Area Site Visit with Representative Melanie Stansbury 

and the Rocky Mountain Youth Corps, August 27, 2026 - Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO, Jo 
Strange, Bosque Management Coordinator, John Thompson, MRGCD Lobbyist, Directors Russo Baca 
and Dunning 

https://zoom.us/j/3112410839?pwd=9EhnTLvKupEsdcarXH5oo5nUuUH137.1
http://www.mrgcd.com/


 

THE PUBLISHING OF THIS AGENDA DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE CONSIDERATION OF OTHER MATTERS.  
If you are an individual with a disability who needs a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or meeting, please contact the Board Liaison at (505) 

247-0234 at least one (1) week prior to the meeting or as soon as possible. Public documents, including the agenda and minutes can be provided in various formats. 

 

5:35 13. Report(s) from the Director of Technical Services – Alicia Lopez, PE 

a. Maintenance & Construction Updates 
1.  

5:50 14. Report(s) from the Secretary-Treasurer/CFO – Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CGFM 

a. Consideration/Approval of Resolution No. BA-09-14-26-118 Adoption of Amended Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2027 (07-01-26 to 06-30-27) Grant and Capital Investment Fund 

 

6:00 15. Report(s) from the Chief Engineer/CEO – Jason M. Casuga, PE 

a. Report on 6-Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Coalition/MRGCD Meeting, August 26, 2026 -  Jason M. Casuga, 
Chief Engineer/CEO, Chair Kelly, Directors Russo Baca and Jiron 

b. Information on Upcoming Events: 
1. CESOSS’ 2026 Acequia Walk & Talks Series 

a. October 24, 2026 – Pajarito: Durand Open Space 
2. Coalition of Rio Grande Water Users Annual Conference, September 16-18, 2026: Tamaya 

Resort, Pueblo of Santa Ana  
3. Tribal Water Law Annual Conference, September 28-29, 2026: Santa Fe, NM  
4. New Mexico Water Law Annual Conference, October 8-9, 2026: Santa Fe, NM  
5. Family Farm Alliance Annual Conference, October 28-30, 2026: Reno, NV 
6. Colorado River Water Users Association Annual Conference, December 9-11, 2026: Las 

Vegas, NV 
 

6:15 16. Report(s) from the MRGCD Attorney(s) – Chief Water Counsel or General Counsel 
 

6:20 17. Report(s) from the Board 
a. Report on Corrales Farmers Coop Meeting, August 11, 2026 – Director Russo Baca 
b. Report on Farmers for Future Farmers Meeting, August 11, 2026 – Director Russo Baca 
c. Report on the Basin Study Agriculture Committee Meeting, August 12, 2026 – Director Russo Baca 
d. Report on the Los Lunas Ag Science Center Event, August 13, 2026 – Director Russo Baca 
e. Report on the Urban Issues Advisory Committee Meeting, August 18, 2026 – Vice Chair Baugh, and 

Director Russo Baca 
f. Report on the VCSWCD Regular Board Meeting, August 20, 2026 – Director Russo Baca 
g. Report on CESOSS’ 2026 Acequia Walk and Talk and Keep Los Padillas Green Event, August 22, 

2026 – Director Russo Baca 
h. Report on the Socorro Community Conversations about Water Event, August 27, 2026 – Director 

Russo Baca 
i. Report on the CESOSS’ Acequia Walk and Talk, Armijo, September 5, 2026 – Director Russo Baca 
j. Report on Meeting with Terry Brunner with the Metropolitan Redevelopment Agency, City of 

Albuquerque, regarding the Rail Trail Connection, September 1, 2026 – Vice Chair Baugh 
k. Report on Farmers for Future Farmers Meeting, September 8, 2026 – Director Russo Baca 
l. Report on Meeting w/ Mayor Rael, Village of Los Ranchos De Albuquerque, to discuss Acequia 

Association, September 8, 2026 – Vice Chair Baugh 
m. Report on 6-Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Coalition Meeting, September 10, 2026 – Director Russo Baca 

 

6:30 18. Executive Session 

a. NMSA 1978 Open Meetings Act, Section 10-15-1(H)7  
1. Threatened Litigation 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

 

To:   Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through:  Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From:   Tarah Jaramillo, Executive Assistant 

Date:   September 14, 2026 

Re:   Consideration/Approval of the Consent Agenda. 

 
The Consent Agenda includes the MRGCD check book for the month, both legal counsel’s invoices, the 
minutes from the Board of Directors regular meeting, and for your information, memos regarding a list 
of the approved MRGCD licenses for July. 
 

a. Consideration/Approval of Payment Ratification – August 2026 

b. Consideration/Approval of August 2026 Invoices for Wiggins, Williams & Wesenberg, PC 

c. Consideration/Approval of August 2026 Invoices for Spencer Fane LLP 

d. Consideration/Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Board Meeting – August 10, 2026 

e. Memo on MRGCD Approved Licenses for August 2026 (For Informational Purposes Only) 

 
Staff Recommendation is to approve the above items within the Consent Agenda. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
September 14, 2026

Payments for the Period August 01, 2026 through August 31, 2026

`
Warrant Vendor Name  Amount Description Location

EFT
NEW MEXICO TAXATION &  
   REVENUE DEPARTMENT

25,606.94     JULY 2026 WITHHOLDING TAX 

EFT PAYROLL 397,540.68     PAY PERIOD 16
EFT PERA 137,306.73     PAY PERIOD 16
EFT IRS 64,108.34     PAY PERIOD 16
EFT VOYA DEFERRED COMP 8,020.09     PAY PERIOD 16

EFT PAYROLL 366,647.97     PAY PERIOD 17
EFT PERA 136,433.28     PAY PERIOD 17
EFT IRS 48,998.32     PAY PERIOD 17
EFT VOYA DEFERRED COMP 7,740.09     PAY PERIOD 17

TOTAL PAYROLL 1,192,402.44   

158519 AVILA, DONALD A. (448.00)  VOIDED CHECK DATED 05.28.26

158651 SOCORRO ELECTRIC CO-OP (3,543.26)  VOIDED CHECK DATED 06.05.26

159219 ABCWUA 1,118.74   WATER/SEWER/REFUSE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

395.49  WATER/SEWER/REFUSE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

784.15  WATER/SEWER/REFUSE GENERAL OFFICE

159220 AFSCME COUNCIL 18 2,279.04   PAYROLL - UNION DUES GENERAL FUND

159221 AMAFCA 19,991.68   COST SHARE AGREEMENT GENERAL FUND

159222 BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 274,139.78   O&M RESERVED-SAN JUAN CHAMA CONTRACT PAYMENTS

159223 STATE OF NEW MEXICO 1,093.20   PAYROLL GARNISHMENT GENERAL FUND

159224 CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE 11,395.19   DENTAL INSURANCE GENERAL FUND

220,405.56   MEDICAL/DENTAL INSURANCE GENERAL FUND

159225 COMCAST HOLDING CORPORATION 1,025.25   VOIP/INTERNET INFORMATION SYSTEMS

159226 DJ&A, LLC 5,031.26   BOUNDARY SURVEY - FEEDER 3 RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

159227 DJ&A, LLC 2,422.46   BOUNDARY SURVEY - FEEDER 3 RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

159228 HM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 1,536.05   DAVIS VISION GENERAL FUND

159229 HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICE 17.34  BUILDING/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE GENERAL OFFICE

249.00  CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

18.97  JANITORIAL SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

33.96  SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159230 INDIANA DEPT. OF CHILD SERVICES 472.00  PAYROLL GARNISHMENT GENERAL FUND

159231 NEW MEXICO MUTUAL 3,614.61   WORKERS COMPENSATION CLAIMS GENERAL FUND

30,863.00   WORKERS COMPENSATION INS GENERAL FUND

159232 RAKS BUILDING SUPPLY 8.99  BOSQUE SUPPLIES RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

39.99  BUILDING/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

17.38  HYDROLOGY/WATER OPS SUPPLIES WATER OPERATIONS

159233 SOCORRO COUNTY FAIR & RODEO ASSOC 1,500.00   SOCORRO COUNTY FAIR SPONSORSHIP COMMUNICATIONS

159234 SOCORRO ELECTRIC CO-OP 6,946.47   PUMP ELECTRICITY SOCORRO DIVISION

1,575.13   ELECTRICITY SOCORRO DIVISION

159235 STATE OF NM TAXATION  REVENUE 501.46  PAYROLL GARNISHMENT GENERAL FUND

159236 TX CHILD SUPPORT SDU 260.31  PAYROLL GARNISHMENT GENERAL FUND

159237 UNUM LIFE INSURANCE 2,063.85   LIFE/DISABILITY INS GENERAL FUND

159238 WEX BANK 117,849.18   0496002760635 WEX FUEL JUL26 MULTIPLE DEPTS/DIVISIONS

159239 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 65.31  FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

50.00  FREIGHT BELEN DIVISION

1,715.68   PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

4,334.33   PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159240 ACTION HOSE, INC. 155.74  PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159241 ALBUQUERQUE POWER EQUIPMENT 2,888.04   SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159242 ALLSTATE HYDRAULICS, INC. 28.70  FREIGHT BELEN DIVISION

1,322.90   PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

720.00  PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159243 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 85.49  HYDROLOGY/WATER OPS SUPPLIES WATER OPERATIONS

173.24  IT BOARD INFORMATION SYSTEMS

159244 ADVANCED NETWORK MANAGEMENT 699.56  IT SERVICE MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS

159245 BOOT BARN, INC. 6,465.29   BOOT VOUCHERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

535.43  BOOT VOUCHERS BELEN DIVISION

159246 CASTLE BRANCH, INC. 645.45  BACKGROUND CHECKS HUMAN RESOURCES

159247 CENTURY LINK 103.52  VOIP/INTERNET BELEN DIVISION

159248 CONTINENTAL BATTERY COMPANY 83.03  BATTERIES BELEN DIVISION

159249 CRAIG INDEPENDENT TIRE CO. 57.06  TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

139.87  TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159250 DESERT GREENS EQUIPMENT 193.93  PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

Checks
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MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
September 14, 2026

Payments for the Period August 01, 2026 through August 31, 2026

`
Warrant Vendor Name  Amount Description Location

159251 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 73.90                            PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

159252 EXPRESS AUTO GLASS 200.00                          PARTS & REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159253 GENSLER, DAVID 779.23                          RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159254 GENUINE NAPA AUTO PARTS 208.76                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

53.46                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159255 GEOTEL CORPORATION 1,191.38                        NEWZ GROUP MEDIA MONITORING COMMUNICATIONS

159256 GLOBAL POWER SPORTS, LLC. 243.68                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

159257 HIGH DESERT INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY 58.50                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159258 HUB INTERNATIONAL 46,168.00                      POLLUTION/ENVIRONMENTAL INS GENERAL FUND

159259 HUNTER BOWER LUMBER 431.52                          SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159260 IDEAL PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 188.34                          BUILDING/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159261 JIFFY LUBE 75.67                            FLUIDS/FILTERS COCHITI DIVISION

159262 JIVE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 2,628.86                        VOIP/INTERNET GENERAL OFFICE

159263 J.A TIRE ROAD SERVICE 446.39                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159264 MAINTENANCE SERVICE SYSTEMS, INC. 414.10                          MONTHLY JANITORIAL SERVICE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

2,036.03                        MONTHLY JANITORIAL SERVICE GENERAL OFFICE

159265 MARQUEZ, DENNIS M 940.03                          RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159266 MELLOY FORD 382.54                          PARTS & REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159267 NAPA AUTO PARTS 68.99                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

50.92                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

9.77                              SHOP/WELD TOOLS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159268 NED'S PIPE & STEEL 164.00                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159269 NEW MEXICO GAS COMPANY 103.37                          NATURAL GAS COCHITI DIVISION

159270 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS 63.98                            PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION

159271 CONCENTRA MEDICAL CENTERS 116.24                          PHYSICALS BELEN DIVISION

377.78                          PHYSICALS SOCORRO DIVISION

159272 PACIFIC OFFICE AUTOMATION 232.35                          COPIER LEASE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

143.84                          COPIER LEASE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

730.26                          COPIER LEASE GENERAL OFFICE

159273 PNM ELECTRIC SERVICES 360.26                          ELECTRICITY COCHITI DIVISION

159274 POWER EQUIPMENT COMPANY 326.95                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159275 RANCHERO BUILDERS SUPPLY 27.99                            CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

3.99                              PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

17.98                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159276 RED SHOVEL LLC 843.63                          LANDSCAPE MONTHLY MAINTENANCE GENERAL OFFICE

159277 RELEVANT INDUSTRIAL 872.16                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

159278 SANDOVAL COUNTY LANDFILL 1,079.30                        LANDFILL ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159279 SOUTHWEST CONSTRUCTION PARTS 37.76                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

1,653.50                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159280 COX AMERICAN CAR CARE 246.00                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

361.80                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159281 SOUTHWEST LANDFILL, INC. 1,959.94                        LANDFILL ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

1,132.64                        LANDFILL BELEN DIVISION

159282 TAS SECURITY SYSTEMS INC 40.24                            SECURITY QUARTERLY PAYMENT BELEN DIVISION

159283 TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION GROUP 186.49                          CISCO SMARTNET INFORMATION SYSTEMS

4,491.66                        DATTO INFINITE CLOUD GENERAL FUND

980.25                          MONTHLY DATTO SAAS PROTECTION INFORMATION SYSTEMS

159284 THE PRINTERS PRESS 1,025.00                        LETTERS ASSESSMENTS GENERAL FUND

159285 THOMPSON SAFETY, LLC. 141.40                          SAFETY SUPPLIES GENERAL FUND

159286 UNICOR 281.52                          SHRED BINS PICKUP ACCOUNTING

159287 UNIFIRST CORPORATION 49.84                            WELDER/MECHANIC UNIFORMS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

18.22                            WELDER/MECHANIC UNIFORMS COCHITI DIVISION

46.11                            WELDER/MECHANIC UNIFORMS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159288 UNIFORMS & MORE LLC 54.00                            RETIREMENT GARMENT HUMAN RESOURCES

159289 VERIZON CONNECT FLEET 5,630.98                        FLEET GPS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159290 WAGNER EQUIPMENT CO. 5,121.84                        PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159291 WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NM 456.99                          WATER/SEWER/REFUSE COCHITI DIVISION

159292 RONALD D. ALFRED 3,505.94                        APPRAISAL RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

159293 DESERT GARDENS 9,573.06                        VEGETATION REMOVAL RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

159294 FEDEX 80.33                            FREIGHT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159295 NEW MEXICO FINANCE AUTHORITY 34,882.59                      AUG26 EQUIPMENT DEBT SERVICE

52,864.80                      SEP26 EQUIPMENT DEBT SERVICE

159296 MCT INDUSTRIES, INC. 57,366.93                      EQUIPMENT HAULING TRAILER ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

57,366.93                      EQUIPMENT TRAILER GRANTS FUND 

159297 MID-REGION COUNCIL OF GOV 10,057.00                      MEMBERSHIP DUES GENERAL FUND

159298 OUTLAW METAL FABRICATION 3,000.00                        BERNALILLO/VALENCIA GATES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

9,161.98                        BERNALILLO/VALENCIA GATES GRANTS FUND 

159299 RAKS BUILDING SUPPLY 61.48                            BUILDING/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
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MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
September 14, 2026

Payments for the Period August 01, 2026 through August 31, 2026

`
Warrant Vendor Name  Amount Description Location

22.99                            CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159300 SPENCER FANE, LLP. 7,509.29                        LEGAL SERVICES GENERAL FUND

159301 WATER STRATEGIES, LLC. 10,000.00                      FEDERAL CONSULTING GENERAL FUND

159302 WIGGINS, WILLIAMS & WESENBERG 13,581.19                      LEGAL SERVICES GENERAL FUND

159303 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 719.99                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

111.62                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159304 ACTION HOSE, INC. 32.80                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

5.20                              SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159305 ADVANCE AUTO PARTS 207.34                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159306 ALBUQUERQUE PUBLISHING 288.65                          LEGAL NOTICES BOARD OF DIRECTORS

159307 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 64.21                            COMPUTER SUPPLIES INFORMATION SYSTEMS

59.41                            OFFICE SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

49.95                            OFFICE SUPPLIES INFORMATION SYSTEMS

8.97                              OFFICE SUPPLIES SAFETY DEPARTMENT

47.04                            SAFETY SUPPLIES SAFETY DEPARTMENT

128.99                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159308 ATMAX EQUIPMENT CO. 105.69                          FREIGHT SOCORRO DIVISION

875.00                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

159309 BETSY ROSS FLAG GIRL, INC 18.00                            FREIGHT GENERAL OFFICE

409.00                          USA/NEW MEXICO FLAGS GENERAL OFFICE

173.00                          USA/NEW MEXICO FLAGS SOCORRO DIVISION

159310 BJW VENTURES, LLC 590.00                          PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION

159311 BOOT BARN, INC. 985.24                          BOOT VOUCHERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

483.23                          BOOT VOUCHERS BELEN DIVISION

2,414.86                        BOOT VOUCHERS SOCORRO DIVISION

335.99                          BOOT VOUCHERS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159312 BRUCKNER TRUCK SALES 138.13                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159313 BUSTED STEM 481.12                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

273.37                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION

166.82                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159314 CENTURY EQUIPMENT RENTALS 5,374.49                        PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

19.00                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159315 CHOICE STEEL COMPANY 5,190.75                        PENA BLANCA BOSQUE PARKING LOT FENCE RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

19,623.10                      SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159316 CINTAS CORPORATION 55.00                            WATER COOLER RENTAL  BELEN DIVISION

45.00                            WATER COOLER RENTAL  EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

45.00                            WATER/SEWER/REFUSE COCHITI DIVISION

159317 CONTINENTAL BATTERY COMPANY 72.93                            BATTERIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

261.80                          BATTERIES BELEN DIVISION

307.42                          BATTERIES WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159318 DESERT GREENS EQUIPMENT 128.00                          FREIGHT BELEN DIVISION

400.39                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

2,769.18                        STIHL BRUSH CUTTER COCHITI DIVISION

159319 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 719.66                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

815.97                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159320 FRANK'S SUPPLY CO 83.49                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159321 GENUINE NAPA AUTO PARTS 246.97                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159322 GEOTECH ENVIRONMENTAL EQUIPMENT INC 5,399.42                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159323 HACIENDA HOME CENTERS 2,653.73                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159324 HI-LINE ELECTRIC CO., INC. 103.00                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159325 JPR DECORATIVE GRAVEL, INC. 1,589.71                        ROCK/GRAVEL/BASE MATERIAL ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159326 KRONOS SAASHR, INC. 1,461.70                        MONTHLY TIME & ATTENDANCE HUMAN RESOURCES

159327 MAXIMIZED WATER MANAGEMENT, LLC. 32,465.00                      AQUATIC RAKE COCHITI DIVISION

159328 MCT INDUSTRIES, INC. 733.21                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

2,202.45                        PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159329 MELLOY FORD 342.28                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159330 NAPA AUTO PARTS 253.59                          BUILDING/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

11.32                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159331 NED'S PIPE & STEEL 33.25                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159332 CONCENTRA MEDICAL CENTERS 314.28                          PHYSICALS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

261.54                          PHYSICALS SOCORRO DIVISION

159333 OES GLOBAL, INC. 782.15                          SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159334 PNM ELECTRIC SERVICES 113.68                          ELECTRICITY BELEN DIVISION

159335 POWER EQUIPMENT COMPANY 382.05                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159336 POWER FORD 117.38                          FLUIDS/FILTERS SOCORRO DIVISION

83.05                            FLUIDS/FILTERS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

1,154.12                        PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

617.13                          PARTS & REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
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MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
September 14, 2026

Payments for the Period August 01, 2026 through August 31, 2026

`
Warrant Vendor Name  Amount Description Location

159337 PRINT EXPRESS, LLC. 102.00                          BUSINESS CARDS SOCORRO DIVISION

159338 RANCHERO BUILDERS SUPPLY 49.95                            CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

16.44                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159339 RELIANCE STEEL CO. 1,966.50                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159340 ROBERTS TRUCK CENTER 36.10                            FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

94.70                            FLUIDS/FILTERS BELEN DIVISION

631.34                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159341 SAN ACACIA MDWCA 21.53                            WATER/SEWER/REFUSE SOCORRO DIVISION

159342 SANDIA PAPER CO. 380.64                          SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159343 SCOTT, LUCAS 820.00                          RODENT MANAGEMENT BELEN DIVISION

159344 SOUTHERN TIRE MART, LLC 948.72                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159345 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE 70.75                            OFFICE SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

117.30                          OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

159346 TAS SECURITY SYSTEMS INC 215.14                          CABLE PROJECT BELEN DIVISION

159347 TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION GROUP 988.77                          MONTHLY DATTO SAAS PROTECTION INFORMATION SYSTEMS

159348 DITTO TRANSCRIPTS 520.51                          MINUTES & TRANSCRIPTIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

159349 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC 667.28                          TIME & ATTENDANCE IMPLEMENTATION HUMAN RESOURCES

159350 UNIFIRST CORPORATION 36.52                            WELDER/MECHANIC UNIFORMS SOCORRO DIVISION

159351 WAGNER EQUIPMENT CO. 68.95                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

118.33                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

44.36                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159352 AFSCME COUNCIL 18 2,184.08                        PAYROLL - UNION DUES GENERAL FUND

159353 AVILA, DONALD A. 448.00                          RODENT MANAGEMENT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159354 BOHANNAN HUSTON 3,404.68                        FEEDER 3 TASK NO 12 GRANTS FUND 

159355 BOHANNAN HUSTON 24,581.08                      FEEDER 3 TASK NO 5 ENGINEERING

159356 COOPERATIVE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 81,817.21                      EL VADO CAMERA SYSTEM GENERAL FUND

159357 STATE OF NEW MEXICO 1,093.20                        PAYROLL GARNISHMENT GENERAL FUND

159358 FRESH & CLEAN PORTABLE RESTROOMS 153.10                          PORTABLE RESTROOM RENTAL ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159359 INDIANA DEPT. OF CHILD SERVICES 472.00                          PAYROLL GARNISHMENT GENERAL FUND

159360 LANFORD EXCAVATION LLC 47,981.25                      NMISC - ROAD REPAIR GRANTS FUND 

159361 MELLOYCJDR 58,981.00                      1 TON FLAT BED 3500 4X4 ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159362 RAKS BUILDING SUPPLY 68.46                            BUILDING/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

103.56                          CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

9.18                              OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

125.96                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

139.75                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159363 REFLECTIVE AUTO COLLISION 1,000.00                        PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

10,885.76                      PARTS & REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159364 SOCORRO ELECTRIC CO-OP 306.30                          ELECTRICITY SOCORRO DIVISION

159365 THOMPSON, REBECCA 666.50                          TUITION REIMBURSEMENT ACCOUNTING

159366 TX CHILD SUPPORT SDU 260.31                          PAYROLL GARNISHMENT GENERAL FUND

159367 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 178.30                          FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159368 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 280.00                          FREIGHT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

1,218.35                        PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

1,233.84                        PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159369 ACOSTA EQUIPMENT, INC. 193.98                          CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

101.94                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

37.96                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159370 ACTION HOSE, INC. 252.47                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159371 ALBUQUERQUE BOLT & FASTENER 13.00                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159372 ALLSTATE HYDRAULICS, INC. 28.70                            FREIGHT BELEN DIVISION

888.66                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

475.72                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159373 ADVANCED NETWORK MANAGEMENT 1,207.98                        CISCO DUO TOKENS INFORMATION SYSTEMS

159374 AWARDS ETC. LLC 21.00                            OFFICE SUPPLIES LANDS & CONSERVATION

10.00                            OFFICE SUPPLIES RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

159375 BENAVIDEZ, CAROL 246.48                          RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159376 BOOT BARN, INC. 378.45                          BOOT VOUCHERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

498.44                          BOOT VOUCHERS COCHITI DIVISION

471.68                          BOOT VOUCHERS SOCORRO DIVISION

395.49                          BOOT VOUCHERS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159377 BUSTED STEM 591.94                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159378 C & E CONCRETE, INC 1,560.00                        CONCRETE/SHOTCRETE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159379 CENTURY EQUIPMENT RENTALS 37.38                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159380 CINTAS CORPORATION 135.00                          WATER COOLER MONTHLY RENTAL COCHITI DIVISION

45.00                            WATER COOLER MONTHLY RENTAL SOCORRO DIVISION

159381 AMCCD ENTERPRISES LLC 14.36                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES COCHITI DIVISION

24.95                            SHOP/WELD TOOLS COCHITI DIVISION
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MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
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Payments for the Period August 01, 2026 through August 31, 2026

`
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159382 CONTINENTAL BATTERY COMPANY 290.22                          BATTERIES BELEN DIVISION

159383 CONTINENTAL BATTERY COMPANY 1,933.80                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159384 DESERT GARDENS 3,766.88                        VEGETATION REMOVAL RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

159385 DESERT GREENS EQUIPMENT 4,046.88                        PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159386 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 52.83                            PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

12.34                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159387 EXPRESS AUTO GLASS 2,750.00                        PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159388 FRANK'S SUPPLY CO 127.00                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159389 GENUINE NAPA AUTO PARTS 220.04                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159390 GM PIPE, LLC 15,168.00                      SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159391 GRAINGER 182.70                          BUILDING/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159392 HACIENDA HOME CENTERS 95.91                            HYDROLOGY/WATER OPS SUPPLIES WATER OPERATIONS

159393 JARAMILLO, DANNY A. 1,959.12                        RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159394 JC TREE CARE, LLC. 1,937.25                        VEGETATION REMOVAL RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

159395 J.A TIRE ROAD SERVICE 284.57                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159396 LEVEL 3 COMMUNICATIONS, LLC 263.87                          VOIP/INTERNET BELEN DIVISION

1,178.11                        VOIP/INTERNET INFORMATION SYSTEMS

263.87                          VOIP/INTERNET SOCORRO DIVISION

159397 MCT INDUSTRIES, INC. 236.45                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159398 MESA OIL, INC. 155.10                          HERBICIDE/FLUIDS DISPOSAL BELEN DIVISION

159399 MORA, RUBEN 1,043.20                        RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159400 MYFLEETCENTER 188.09                          FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159401 NAPA AUTO PARTS 89.00                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

204.29                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159402 NEW MEXICO GAS COMPANY 34.37                            NATURAL GAS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

41.92                            NATURAL GAS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

38.34                            NATURAL GAS GENERAL OFFICE

159403 NEW MEXICO TRACTOR SALES 131.96                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

18.98                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159404 CONCENTRA MEDICAL CENTERS 261.54                          PHYSICALS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

261.54                          PHYSICALS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159405 SITES SOUTHWEST LTD. CO. 4,816.22                        MOA DESIGN LANDS & CONSERVATION

159406 PNM ELECTRIC SERVICES 97.27                            ELECTRICITY ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

274.53                          ELECTRICITY EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

2,529.44                        ELECTRICITY GENERAL OFFICE

159407 PORTABLE MICROGRAPHICS, INC 321.05                          DIGITIZE HISTORICAL MRGCD BOOKS GENERAL FUND

159408 PURCELL TIRE COMPANY 2,383.88                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

176.47                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159409 RANCHERO BUILDERS SUPPLY 54.72                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159410 RANDY'S ACE HARDWARE 193.96                          CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159411 RELEVANT INDUSTRIAL 49.21                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159412 RELIANCE STEEL CO. 2,754.00                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159413 SAMBA HOLDINGS, INC. 598.18                          MONTHLY MVR MONITORING HUMAN RESOURCES

159414 SENERGY PETROLEUM, LLC 14,701.80                      SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159415 SPECIALTY COMMUNICATIONS 177.58                          MONTHLY RADIO REPEATER SERVICE WATER OPERATIONS

159416 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE 245.89                          OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

159417 TAS SECURITY SYSTEMS INC 1,021.92                        WIRING PROJECT BELEN DIVISION

159418 TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION GROUP 44,499.24                      VM CLOUD FOUNDATION RENEWAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS

159419 THE PRINTERS PRESS 594.00                          MRGCD BANNERS COMMUNICATIONS

159420 THOMPSON SAFETY, LLC. 4,119.60                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159421 BOHANNAN HUSTON 3,353.06                        ALAMEDA DRAIN CROSSING SUPPORT ENGINEERING

3,842.75                        LORETTA RD MANAGEMENT GRANTS FUND 

159422 CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE 8,779.00                        AIR QUALITY PERMIT GENERAL FUND

159423 RAIN FOR RENT 37,634.70                      CORRALES PUMPS RENTAL ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159424 RAKS BUILDING SUPPLY 48.67                            CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

106.20                          HYDROLOGY/WATER OPS SUPPLIES WATER OPERATIONS

257.32                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

276.00                          SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159425 RIO GRANDE AGRICULTURAL LAND TRUST 50,000.00                      ANNUAL MOA GENERAL FUND

159426 ROCKY MOUNTAIN YOUTH CORPS 38,890.97                      NMISC - BOSQUE HABITAT RESTORATION GRANTS FUND 

159427 VALENCIA COUNTY CLERK 25.00                            RELEASE OF LIEN ACCOUNTING

159428 WATER STRATEGIES, LLC. 10,000.00                      FEDERAL CONSULTING GENERAL FUND

159429 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 50.00                            FREIGHT SOCORRO DIVISION

1,853.37                        PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

159430 ACTION HOSE, INC. 81.45                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

14.57                            PARTS & REPAIRS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159431 ADVANCE AUTO PARTS 36.88                            FREIGHT BELEN DIVISION

735.10                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
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159432 ALBUQUERQUE BOLT & FASTENER 13.00                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159433 ALBUQUERQUE FREIGHTLINER 472.91                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

77.92                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159434 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 272.86                          IPAD KEYBOARD CASE INFORMATION SYSTEMS

5.89                              OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

159435 ADVANCED NETWORK MANAGEMENT 335.79                          COMPUTER EQUIPMENT MAINT INFORMATION SYSTEMS

159436 BARNHILL BOLT COMPANY INC 17.12                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159437 BJW VENTURES, LLC 15.00                            FREIGHT BELEN DIVISION

418.81                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

235.00                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159438 BOOT BARN, INC. 314.48                          BOOT VOUCHERS BELEN DIVISION

565.74                          BOOT VOUCHERS COCHITI DIVISION

736.72                          BOOT VOUCHERS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159439 BRANNEX TRUCK PARTS & SAL 2,700.00                        PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159440 BUDGET TRANSMISSION MASTERS 7,679.13                        PARTS & REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159441 BUSTED STEM 500.46                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

581.17                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION

26.91                            TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159442 CENTURY EQUIPMENT RENTALS 31.50                            FREIGHT COCHITI DIVISION

13.85                            PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION

439.80                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

159443 CITY OF BELEN 3,061.39                        WATER/SEWER/REFUSE BELEN DIVISION

159444 CITY OF SOCORRO 141.68                          NATURAL GAS SOCORRO DIVISION

251.77                          WATER/SEWER/REFUSE SOCORRO DIVISION

159445 CONSERVANCY OIL COMPANY 1,736.15                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159446 CONSTRUCTION TRUCK EQUIPMENT, LLC. 2,350.35                        PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159447 CONTINENTAL BATTERY COMPANY 319.01                          BATTERIES COCHITI DIVISION

261.80                          BATTERIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159448 COYOTE GRAVEL PRODUCTS, INC. 1,186.00                        CONCRETE/SHOTCRETE BELEN DIVISION

159449 CRAIG INDEPENDENT TIRE CO. 161.42                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159450 CRITTERS OIL CHANGE, LLC. 285.00                          FLUIDS/FILTERS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159451 DESERT GREENS EQUIPMENT 50.00                            FREIGHT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

465.79                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159452 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 613.29                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

159453 FLEETPRIDE 18.85                            FREIGHT EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

818.75                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

419.99                          PARTS & REPAIRS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159454 GENUINE NAPA AUTO PARTS 137.69                          FLUIDS/FILTERS BELEN DIVISION

671.59                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

334.95                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

9.49                              SHOP/WELD TOOLS BELEN DIVISION

159455 GOMEZ, RAY 2,629.39                        RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159456 GRAINGER 127.60                          SAFETY SUPPLIES COCHITI DIVISION

159457 HACIENDA HOME CENTERS 518.08                          SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159458 HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY 2,375.00                        VEGETATION REMOVAL ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159459 HUNTER BOWER LUMBER 2,103.06                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159460 IDEAL PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 13,528.58                      DIVISION OFFICE DUCTWORK BELEN DIVISION

159461 PURVIS INDUSTRIES, LLC 2,289.29                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159462 INLAND KENWORTH INC. 174.71                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

159463 J.A TIRE ROAD SERVICE 1,016.87                        TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159464 LA LUZ CART-AWAY CONCRETE LLC 9,110.84                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159465 PRE-PAID LEGAL SERVICES, INC. 519.70                          LEGALSHIELD GENERAL FUND

159466 MARQUEZ, DENNIS M 940.03                          RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159467 MCSWEENEY, JUDITH 132.68                          RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159468 MCT INDUSTRIES, INC. 2,160.46                        PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

423.52                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159469 MELLOY FORD 520.15                          PARTS & REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159470 MESA OIL, INC. 173.40                          HERBICIDE/FLUIDS DISPOSAL EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159471 ATMAX EQUIPMENT CO. 717.46                          SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159472 NAJMI, YASMEEN 587.18                          RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159473 NAPA AUTO PARTS 22.26                            FLUIDS/FILTERS COCHITI DIVISION

9.36                              FLUIDS/FILTERS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

137.63                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

215.98                          PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION

35.14                            SAFETY SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

152.50                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

62.39                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

506.55                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
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159474 NED'S PIPE & STEEL 77.00                            BUILDING/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE BELEN DIVISION

118.00                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

159475 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS 18.99                            SHOP/WELD TOOLS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

159476 PARTS AUTHORITY, LLC. 2,311.48                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159477 PETROGLYPH CONSULTING, LLC 7,957.52                        PROJECT MANAGEMENT-ABQ LEVEE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159478 PHILIPS, DEANNA 148.14                          RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159479 PNM ELECTRIC SERVICES 106.39                          ELECTRICITY ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159480 POLING, JAMES 498.75                          RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159481 POWER EQUIPMENT COMPANY 40.97                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

1,246.60                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159482 PURCELL TIRE COMPANY 1,023.41                        TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

416.80                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159483 RANDY'S ACE HARDWARE 99.99                            PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

103.12                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

159484 ROBERTS TRUCK CENTER 75.00                            FREIGHT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

268.93                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

159485 RUSH TRUCK CENTERS OF NM, INC 550.25                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

159486 SOUTHERN TIRE MART, LLC 3,034.42                        TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

905.64                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION

860.98                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

180.90                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159487 SOUTHWEST CONSTRUCTION PARTS 135.00                          FREIGHT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

7,473.47                        PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

285.30                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

159488 COX AMERICAN CAR CARE 1,019.04                        TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

863.60                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

159489 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE 450.18                          OFFICE SUPPLIES ACCOUNTING

39.63                            OFFICE SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

241.04                          OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

159490 STRECH, DOUG 824.80                          RETIREE HEALTH INS HUMAN RESOURCES

159491 THE PRINTERS PRESS 849.00                          DUNNING LETTERS GENERAL FUND

159492 THOMPSON SAFETY, LLC. 1,350.00                        SUPPLIES & MATERIALS INVENTORY

159493 VERIZON WIRELESS SERVICES 8,695.68                        WIRELESS SERVICE ALL DEPTS/DIVISIONS

900087 WELLS FARGO BANK 2,021.27                        BOARD MEETING EQUIPMENT RENTAL GENERAL OFFICE

25.00                            BOSQUE ED GUIDE WORKSHOP - J. STRANGE LANDS & CONSERVATION

40.28                            CHATGPT BUSINESS INFORMATION SYSTEMS

139.91                          COSTCO MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL GENERAL FUND

725.00                          CRGWU CONF REG - A. LOPEZ ENGINEERING

725.00                          CRGWU CONF REG - A. MOLINA COMMUNICATIONS

725.00                          CRGWU CONF REG - C. BAUGH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

725.00                          CRGWU CONF REG - C. ISH LANDS & CONSERVATION

725.00                          CRGWU CONF REG - J. CASUGA EXEC TEAM

725.00                          CRGWU CONF REG - K. DUNNING BOARD OF DIRECTORS

725.00                          CRGWU CONF REG - M. SANDOVAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

725.00                          CRGWU CONF REG - S. RUSSO BACA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

185.00                          DAVIS-BACON ACT COMPLIANCE WEBINAR ACCOUNTING

298.00                          FREIGHT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

23.19                            GODADDY DOMAIN RENEWAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS

29.99                            HARBOR FREIGHT MEMBERSHIP PURCHASING

2,938.17                        HEXAGON SMARTNET SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

5.00                              IPRA RECORDS - CITY OF BELEN GENERAL FUND

8.46                              MISC. SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

795.00                          NM WATER LAW CONF REG - A. LOPEZ ENGINEERING

795.00                          NM WATER LAW CONF REG - C. BAUGH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

795.00                          NM WATER LAW CONF REG - S. RUSSO BACA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

442.89                          NMSU AG SCIENCE DAY CONTRIBUTION GENERAL FUND

3,782.86                        PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

221.94                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

362.49                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

733.86                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS SOCORRO DIVISION

895.00                          TRIBAL WATER LAW CONF REG - J. CASUGA EXEC TEAM

895.00                          TRIBAL WATER LAW CONF REG - M. SANDOVAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

895.00                          TRIBAL WATER LAW CONF REG - S. RUSSO BACA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

895.00                          TRIBAL WATER LAW CONF REG- C. BAUGH BOARD OF DIRECTORS

155.00                          VOIP/INTERNET BELEN DIVISION

55.00                            VOIP/INTERNET COCHITI DIVISION

55.00                            VOIP/INTERNET CONTRACT PAYMENTS

Credit Card Payment
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155.00                          VOIP/INTERNET SOCORRO DIVISION

1.08                              ZENDESK TALK USAGE SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION SYSTEMS

1,279.28                        GFOA CONF LODGING - P. FANELLI EXEC TEAM

265.83                          SAN JUAN CHAMA LODGING - J. CASUGA EXEC TEAM

749.13                          FAMILY FARM ALLIANCE AIRFARE - J. CASUGA EXEC TEAM

265.83                          SAN JUAN CHAMA LODGING - A. MOLINA COMMUNICATIONS

265.83                          SAN JUAN CHAMA LODGING - C. ISH LANDS & CONSERVATION

1,905.88                        ESRI CONF LODGING - A. HANS GIS/MAPPING

1,905.88                        ESRI CONF LODGING - M. GEORGINA GIS/MAPPING

1,905.88                        ESRI CONF LODGING - J. DAGGETT GIS/MAPPING

795.00                          NM WATER LAW CONF REG - J. CASUGA EXEC TEAM

795.00                          NM WATER LAW CONF REG - M. SANDOVAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1,192,402.44                 TOTAL PAYROLL

1,598,952.73                 TOTAL CHECKS/EFT - GENERAL FUND

87,747.39                      TOTAL CHECKS - DEBT SERVICE FUND

160,648.56                    TOTAL CHECKS - GRANTS FUND

3,039,751.12$               GRAND TOTAL

Pamela S. Fanelli, CMA, CGFM John P. Kelly, Chairman
Secretary-Treasurer/CFO MRGCD Board of Directors
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MINUTES OF THE  1 
2,238th REGULAR MEETING OF THE  2 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 3 
MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 4 

5 
AUGUST 10, 2026 6 

7 
Directors having been duly notified; Chairman Kelly called the regular meeting to order at 3:03 pm. The 8 
following Directors and Staff were present:  9 

10 
DIRECTORS STAFF 

John P. Kelly, Chairman Present Jason Casuga  Chief Engineer/CEO 
Colin T. Baugh, Vice Chairman  Present Lorna Wiggins General Counsel 
Brian Jiron, Director  Present Jeff Wechsler Chief Water Counsel 
Stephanie Russo Baca, Director Present Pamela Fanelli Secretary-Treasurer/CFO 
J. Chris Lopez, Director Present Alicia Lopez Director of Technical Services 
Micheal T. Sandoval, Director Present Christine Nardi Director of Human Services 
Karen Dunning, Director Absent Amanda Molina 

Casey Ish 
Director of Communications 
Director of Lands & Conservation 

11 
The following names of individuals were interested viewers, callers and/or participants: 12 

13 
Anne Marken, MRGCD   Santiago Maestas, SVRAA  Cecilia Rosacker, RGALT 14 
Matt Martinez, MRGCD  Ken Richard, BOR  Richard DeLoia, MRGCD 15 
Laura Paskus   Kim Lopez, LP   Isaac Lopez, LP 16 
Vincent Sanchez  Jimmy Beal  Jorge Garcia, CESOSS 17 
Dan Aguirre, W&C  Elaine Hebbard   John Thompson  18 

19 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 20 

21 
Cecilia Rosacker led the Pledge of Allegiance at today’s meeting. 22 

23 
Chairman Kelly declared a quorum, and the meeting was publicly noticed. This meeting was a 24 
hybrid meeting. Rollcall votes will not be necessary for regular motions. Director Dunning was 25 
not in attendance at today’s meeting.  26 

27 
AGENDA ITEM NO.2 - APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA . 28 

29 
Chairman Kelly asked to move Item 8(a) up to the front of the Consent Agenda 30 

31 
Vice Chairman Baugh made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE MEETING AGENDA 32 

WTH THE ABOVE CHANGES.  Seconded by Director Jiron. The MOTION CARRIED 33 
UNANIMOUSLY. 34 

35 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 - REPORT(S) FROM THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER - Richard 36 
DeLoia 37 

a. Consideration/Approval for the Alamos de los Gallegos Acequia Association38 
Project Phase 3, Bernalillo County Grant #G376939 

40 
Mr. DeLoia presented for approval of the Alamos de los Gallegos Acequia Association 41 
Project Phase 3 funding through Bernalillo County Grant #G3769 and Capital Outlay 42 
Grant #G3741. He said MRGCD recommends award to Lopez Precision LLC for 43 

3d
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 $121,401, with tax, and will be awarded through the MRGCD Contractors on-call 44 
 contracts.  45 
 46 

Director Russo Baca made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE ALAMOS DE LOS 47 
GALLEGOS ACEQUIA ASSOCIATION PROJECT PHASE 3, BERNALILLO COUNTY 48 
GRANT #G3769. Seconded by Director Lopez. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 49 
 50 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - CONSENT AGENDA 51 
 52 

a. Consideration/Approval of Payment Ratification – July 2026 53 
b. Consideration/Approval of July 2026 Invoices for Wiggins, Williams & Wesenberg, 54 

PC 55 
c. Consideration/Approval of July 2026 Invoices for Spencer Fane LLP 56 
d. Consideration/Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Board Meeting – July 13, 57 

2026 58 
e. Memo on MRGCD Approved Licenses for July 2026 (For Informational Purposes 59 

Only) 60 
 61 
Director Sandoval made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. 62 

Seconded by Vice Chairman Baugh. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 63 
 64 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - REPORT(S) FROM THE WATER OPERATIONS  65 
 66 

a. Report on Water Supply Conditions - Anne Marken, River Operations & Telemetry 67 
Manager 68 

 69 
Ms. Marken gave an update on water operations. She said water supplies remain 70 
extremely limited and the rainfall received provided very little relief, as the rain-generated 71 
moisture was absorbed into the landscape instead of reaching the river. She added 72 
conditions have also been unseasonably warm, running 10 degrees above average in 73 
the past week. She said current flow is 3 CFS at the Lobatos Gage for the first time 74 
since 1963, where the historical average is 226 CFS. She stated MRGCD agricultural 75 
and conveyance demand is 750 CFS at Otowi Gage, which is measuring 245 CFS after 76 
accounting for San Juan Chama water being released by other entities, which was just 77 
enough to meet the demand of the 6-Middle Rio Grande Pueblos. She expressed that 78 
the Middle Rio Grande Valley is operating under prior and paramount only operations 79 
and non-pueblo irrigators upstream of Isleta Pueblo are curtailed. She noted they are 80 
also experiencing 90 miles of river drying in the Rio Grande in the Middle Valley. She 81 
shared temperatures are expected to return to near normal and there are chances for 82 
precipitation all week, but since the basin remains dry, that could limit how much runoff 83 
reaches the river. The NWS Seasonal Outlook continues to show above average 84 
precipitation across the basin through October, but similar wet outlooks previously issue 85 
did not materialize. She added NOAA’s Climate Predication center reports a 97% 86 
chance that El Nino will persist through early spring 2027, which can tilt the odds 87 
towards wetter winter conditions in the American southwest, but does not guarantee a 88 
wet winter in the Rio Grande Basin. She explained that even though the NWS Season 89 
Winter Outlook is forecasting high chances for near normal temperatures and above 90 
average precipitation for December through February and a robust winter snowpack 91 
would meet ample supply for the Middle Valley in the spring and early summer, MRGCD 92 
would continue being unable to store native Rio Grande Water due to Compact 93 
restrictions for the 2027 Irrigation Season.  94 
 95 
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See also Appendix I. 96 
 97 
Vice Chairman Baugh shared that a constituent asked what they were going to do about 98 
the inundation of vegetation that is popping up in the 90 miles of river drying.  99 
 100 
Mr. Casuga answered the vegetation encroachment is always a concern, especially 101 
during dry years, and it will fold into the conversations they have with state and federal 102 
partners on funding for the Bosque and river maintenance. He said there is a recurring 103 
river maintenance program that will cover portions of the river, but the longer they stay in 104 
extended hot and dry times, that will be well beyond what federal partners can 105 
accomplish on their own, and the need for additional funding from a state perspective 106 
will be needed. He added if it gets heavily vegetated in the historical pathways of way, it 107 
is going to take money and equipment to remove it.  108 
 109 
Chairman Kelly asked what amount of San Juan Chama water they were holding. 110 
 111 
Ms. Marken answered they have about 5,600 CFS right now. 112 
 113 

b. Report on Water Distribution - Matt Martinez, Irrigation Distribution Manager 114 
 115 

Mr. Martinez gave a report on water distribution. He expressed that since June 2nd, 116 
MRGCD has been under prior and paramount operations for 55 of the past 70 days, 117 
which means non-pueblo irrigation north of Isleta is restricted and irrigation downstream 118 
of Isleta is primarily limited to Pueblo return and drain flows. He said on July 24th, a 119 
storm in Albuquerque produce a surge through the North Diversion Channel, but that 120 
water entered the river below the points where it could benefit the Albuquerque Division 121 
and traveled through many several miles of dry river channel before reaching Isleta, and 122 
they were able to intercept that entire pulse at the Isleta Diversion Dam the next day, but 123 
it receded quickly. He added on July 28th, active weather put them on high alert, with 124 
several arroyo inflows affecting the system, and a couple of noticeable pulses at 125 
Angostura Diversion were produced but did not last long enough to lift P&P restrictions 126 
for non-pueblo irrigators north of Isleta, and it continued downstream through the drain 127 
system toward Isleta Diversion, where it extended delivery opportunities. He noted 128 
farther downstream; they also had pulses from the Rio Salado and Rio Puerco Basins 129 
that benefited Socorro Division. He stated the storm events illustrated why location and 130 
duration matter and where water enters the system and how long it lasts ultimately 131 
determines where they can put it to use. Mr. Martinez expressed the Cochiti Dam 132 
release is now at a season low of around 145 CFS, conveyance losses are substantial 133 
and drains are salvaging very little water. He stated the Pueblos are operating under 134 
BIA’s tribal rotation schedule and they are continuing to coordinate with BIA to provide 135 
real time information to support decisions. He shared most non-Pueblo areas have gone 136 
up to three months or more  without irrigation delivery now and they may not have the 137 
opportunity to rotate back to some of the recently served areas again this season. He 138 
expressed they will continue making the best of every opportunity they get, but it is 139 
entirely dependent on rainfall runoff and where it falls.  140 
 141 
See also Appendix II. 142 
 143 
Director Jiron asked where they were at with the repairs in Isleta.  144 
 145 
Mr. Martinez answered there were infrastructure issues within Isleta Pueblo, which 146 
temporarily limited their ability to reach certain canals, like  the  Los Lunas Lateral and 147 
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the New Belen Acequia. He said those have been fixed, but they do not have enough 148 
water right now to simultaneously run all the Pueblo of Isleta canals.  149 
 150 
Director Jiron commented he has received phone calls complaining they had so much 151 
CFS and then lost it all of the sudden, but they did not understand it was because they 152 
have been in prior and paramount operations for so long. He shared he wanted to have 153 
a meeting with them to educate them on how the operations work or maybe put some 154 
information on the website about it.  155 
 156 
Mr. Martinez responded they updated their irrigation and hydrology report last week, 157 
which has a section on prior and paramount operations, but they will also make sure to 158 
get the word out on that and are open to other suggestions as well.  159 
 160 
Mr. Casuga added it is a good thing for people to hear from the Pueblos as a senior 161 
water right holder, and if they wanted him or other staff to attend those meetings to 162 
provide data, they would be happy to do that.  163 
 164 
Vice Chairman Baugh inquired if they have had conversations disseminating the hard 165 
and bad data to their entities that would help their constituents through this.  166 
 167 
Mr. Martinez commented irrigators and farmers have been pretty patient and 168 
understanding, but now that they are suffering losses patience is wearing thin, and they 169 
are there as staff to make sure they are very thorough with their documentation on the 170 
recommendations they are making based on operational experience as water managers 171 
and to make sure they get to the appropriate entities.  172 
 173 
Mr. Casuga responded yes, they are having those conversations. He stated all the data 174 
they are collecting from gage hydrology is available for public consumption, and they are 175 
trying to consult on things like the basin study because there is data from many places 176 
on that. He said they are trying to educate people more on where to look and to make it 177 
available to other storehouses. He noted they could maybe do a presentation on some 178 
of those efforts, as they are working towards a way to make data available for people to 179 
see.  180 
 181 
Vice Chairman Baugh wanted to know they are not just collecting data to hold it and then 182 
disseminate it but actually using it as fuel to motivate others that have the ability to help 183 
them in times of need.  184 
 185 
Mr. Casuga shared that is why it is important for others outside of the governmental 186 
entity, like the Pueblos engaging the public on the reality of having senior water rights 187 
and what it means. He added that getting more entities affected by this talking about 188 
their experiences is the direction they probably need to go in. He noted they are going to 189 
have a pretty critical 60-day session, where a lot of people are going to be asking for 190 
money in water spaces, but motivation comes with what people are experiencing. 191 
 192 
Chairman Kelly asked when the 10,000-acre feet of P&P storage remaining will be 193 
depleted. 194 
 195 
Mr. Martinez responded that would be a question to ask BIA, as it depends on the rate at 196 
which they release it. However, based on conversations, they have suggested there may 197 
be enough to reach the end of the season.  198 
 199 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 - ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR (Comments are limited to three (3) 200 
minutes) 201 
 202 
Elaine Hebbard 203 
Ms. Hebbard spoke about the impacts of transferring surface water to groundwater wells. She 204 
stated that was an obvious benefit to the applicant, as the full allotment can be received via 205 
pumping when surface water is not available, but she asked about the benefits and harm that 206 
would do to everyone else. She asked if the District should have a policy to intervene when 207 
other customers and the river are negatively impacted. She mentioned an application currently 208 
in front of the state engineer to temporarily move water irrigating a 40-acre parcel of land in 209 
southern Bernalillo County next to the river to groundwater wells and said the District should 210 
evaluate the impacts to the neighbors, river, and Compact with that. She stated that removing 211 
water currently irrigating the lands closest to the river will weaken the vital link between the river 212 
and shallow aquifer and they cannot afford to have that with Compact deficits, so that should be 213 
evaluated. She added even though it is said to be a temporary transfer, after 5 years, it will 214 
revert to the 40-acre lot that has been platted to be a subdivision, where they could end up with 215 
a double dip of water being used on the 40 acres and in the wells. She encouraged the District 216 
to evaluate temporary lease applications the same as they do permanent transfers while 217 
keeping in mind that MRG must reduce depletions.  218 
 219 
See also Appendix III. 220 
 221 
Santiago Maestas 222 
Mr. Maestas shared that Mr. Martinez’s work has been very good recently. He invited everyone 223 
to the next Walk & Talk at Los Padillas and thanked Ms. Molina for posting those on the 224 
website. He said they will also have an event for children, food, and speakers, and they were 225 
happy to invite a speaker from MRGCD and the Pueblo to address members of the community. 226 
He noted that Mesa Verde Farms in Belen are pumping 1,000-acre feet without pre-1907 Water 227 
Rights, and that is not fair, as they are not giving up any real water to transfer.  228 
 229 
See also Appendix IV. 230 
 231 
Vincent Sanchez 232 
Mr. Sanchez thanked Mr. Ish for coming to Los Ranchos to their P&Z Meeting last month and 233 
appreciated the communications that have been happening.  234 
 235 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 - REPORT(S)  FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -  236 
 237 

a. Bureau of Reclamation - Ken Richard, Acting Deputy  238 
 239 
Mr. Richard first shared Reclamation has a data sharing system called RISE, which they 240 
mostly utilize for operations data and some environmental data. He gave an update on 241 
the Title Transfer Phase 2. He said they are preparing the notice to Congress to move 242 
forward, which is in the review process, and they expect that to go to congress sometime 243 
this month or in September. He noted they expect the title transfer to be finalized in 244 
January. He thanked Mr. Ish for the monsoonal operations LFCC endeavor. He 245 
discussed some of the river maintenance activities they have planned and have going 246 
on, including the River Mile 199 site, River Mile 169 conveyance project, as well as 163. 247 
He gave an update on the Lower San Acacia Reach Improvement Project and shared 248 
they are looking to develop a river maintenance with management plan including 249 
sediment and vegetation removal and adjusting the width of the river to meet current and 250 
future demand for flows. He also gave an update on their BO reinitiation, stating the 251 
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District is moving forward with an HCP and Reclamation is moving forward with covering 252 
their river maintenance actions and P&P storage, and they expect a contract to be 253 
awarded in September. He noted they are going to use a contractor to do their BA and 254 
will make their BA data available to the District through baseline and impacts analysis. 255 
He stated they plan to have the new BO for Reclamation in place by October 2028. He 256 
shared they have released 15,800-acre feet of P&P storage and have 9,200 left.  257 
 258 
See also Appendix V. 259 
 260 
Vice Chairman Baugh asked what the depth of the dredging would be with the sediment 261 
being deposited and the inundation in the 90 miles of dry riverbed with vegetation that is 262 
not stopping. He asked what BOR is aware of, what they are addressing, and how they 263 
going to remedy this and start conveying water down the river outside of their facilities.  264 
 265 
Mr. Richard answered that each reach has its own kind of issues they have to approach 266 
and some have perch channels, which will be part of the discussion when they start 267 
developing their width management plan. He added it will be going through their river 268 
analysis group for development where they can come up with an approach.    269 
 270 
Vice Chairman Baugh inquired about the average amount of CFS the river should be 271 
conveying under BOR in the years they have water without overbanking.  272 
 273 
Mr. Richard responded the 2-year flow is what their river maintenance is based on, 274 
which would be 3,000 to 5,000, depending on the parts of the river. He added that 275 
Reclamation has the authority to spend money for what they have the authorities for, 276 
and they are looking at if the state would want to expand that 2-year flow footprint to be 277 
in the flood area.  278 
 279 
Mr. Casuga added that will shift by reach.  280 
 281 
Chairman Kelly asked who their contract was for the BO. 282 
 283 
Mr. Richard answered they did not have one yet and are utilizing an environmental and 284 
cultural IDIQ, which is a host of contractors, and they plan to have that awarded in 285 
September.  286 
 287 
Chairman Kelly inquired about the design build contract for the Lower San Acacia and if 288 
it was part of the EIS to be finalized in November or a separate task.  289 
 290 
Mr. Richard answered it is a separate task that is already being worked on by their 291 
Technical Services Center.  292 
 293 

b. Bureau of Indian Affairs - Patrick Taber, Acting Designated Engineer  294 
Not present at today’s meeting. 295 

 296 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 - REPORT(S) FROM THE DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES- 297 
Christine L. Nardi, MBA 298 
 299 

a. Introduction of MRGCD New Hires 300 
 301 

Ms. Nardi introduced the new hires and personnel changes. She said they had 302 
promotions to Hydrologist I and Senior Human Resources Generalist, and new hires for 303 
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the Bosque Technician and Engineer II  in the General Office, two new medium 304 
equipment operators in the Socorro Division, and a new field maintenance technician in 305 
the Albuquerque Division.  306 

 307 
b. Employee Recognition 308 

 309 
Ms. Molina recognized Steve Kinberger, Senior Human Resources Generalist, for the 310 
work he did on their new website. 311 
 312 
Mr. Casuga presented Mr. Kinberger with the MRGCD Excellence Award and thanked 313 
him for his service.  314 
 315 

 316 
 317 

Chairman Kelly mentioned updating the bios they have for the directors on the website.  318 
 319 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 - REPORT(S) FROM THE CHIEF PROCUREMENT OFFICER - Richard 320 
DeLoia 321 
 322 

b. Consideration/Approval for the Unified Fire Scar Invasive Resprout Treatment 323 
Grant #G3753 324 

 325 
Director Russo Baca shared she received a question from a constituent regarding 326 
herbicide application for the resprout. 327 
 328 
Ms. Strange responded they will be using a foliar spray for the Unified Fire, as 329 
everything is below 2 feet. She added they are going in September 16th.  330 
 331 
Director Russo Baca made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE UNIFIED FIRE SCAR 332 

INVASIVE RESPROUT TREATMENT GRANT $G3753. Seconded by Vice Chairman Baugh. 333 
The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 334 
 335 

c. Consideration/Approval for the San Francisco Outfall Chipping and Processing 336 
Grant #G3753 337 

 338 
 Chairman Kelly asked if the entire chipping would be turned to biochar or just a portion 339 
 of it.  340 
 341 
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 Ms. Strange answered all of it. She said there will be 85% reduction in volume and 15% 342 
 is the biochar that goes back into the soil and they will keep retreating the salt cedar.  343 
 344 
 Vice Chairman Baugh inquired if they regraded the area. 345 
 346 
 Ms. Strange answered they have three floodplains, and the middle one is the one they 347 
 are going to do the cut stump in, as there is still some really great habitat and they want 348 
 to protect that. She added the upper level is just solid, flat salt cedar.  349 
 350 

Vice Chairman Baugh made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE SAN FRANCISCO 351 
OUTFALL CHIPPING AND PROCESSING GRANT #G3753. Seconded by Director Russo 352 
Baca. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 353 
 354 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9 - REPORT(S) FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LANDS & CONSERVATION 355 
- Casey Ish 356 
 357 

a. Report on the Campbell-Montano Fuels Reduction Project - Jo Strange, Bosque 358 
Management Coordinator and Colleen Langan-McRoberts, City of Albuquerque 359 
Open Space Superintendent 360 

 361 
 Ms. Langan-McRoberts explained they do the management for the general operations of 362 
 the Bosque and look at the ecological health and restoration activities, including fuel 363 
 prescriptions and low impact recreation that they do with volunteer and partner support. 364 
 She talked about some of the issues they have there, including having the most human 365 
 caused fires in the area. She shared that they did a very in-depth assessment of the 366 
 Bosque in 2021 and took the information they gathered from that to develop the Bosque 367 
 Assessment Updated Prioritization Plan, and MRGCD was one of the partners on that.  368 
 She stated that plan helped them identify where they should be prioritizing their efforts, 369 
 which came to be addressing the risk of wildfires. She expressed they identified a few 370 
 ways to deal with that, including removing jetty jacks, fuel prescriptions, extra patrols 371 
 from conservation officers, and installing smart technologies. She gave a shoutout to all 372 
 their emergency personnel that help to keep the fires small when they occur. 373 
 374 
 Ms. Langan-McRoberts discussed the Campbell-Montano Project, which came from 375 
 neighbor concerns of wildfire. She said they fully assessed where the current fuel loaded 376 
 are what issues there were, including looking for existing infrastructure like jetty jacks, 377 
 inundation to identify where water is and where groundwater is available, concentrations 378 
 of fuel, and make habitat and a healthy ecosystem. She expressed they took all the 379 
 information and developed a prescription with the New Mexico State Forestry Division 380 
 and Ciudad Soil and Water Conservation District, which MRGCD helped review and 381 
 support that. She talked about all the work they are going to be doing in the projects, 382 
 including reducing fuel woods by removing dead and down wood and high concentration 383 
 of invasives, reestablishing trails and making it available to the public again, hand work 384 
 under large canopy trees, and buffer zones. She explained their prescription is not 385 
 finalized, as they want to continue engaging their partners, who they will meet with on 386 
 Friday to give them a walking tour. She said they had one public meeting and plan on 387 
 having another one. She talked about the pilot project they did, which was funded by the 388 
 city, and they got a commitment from the New Mexico State Forestry for $500,000 to 389 
 support the implementation of the full project over  the next two years. She added that390 
 Ciudad Soil and Water Conservation District will serve as the project lead on the ground 391 
 and contribute additional funding for the Rio Grande Valley State Park thanks to the mill 392 
 levy that passed. Ms. Langan-McRoberts voiced that the city will focus on the removal of 393 
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 the jetty jacks, which will have a big impact and help their firefighters, and then they 394 
 will continue the implementation of planting. She expressed they have an amazing 395 
 Bosque team and have great partners, including MRGCD. She stated they have a 396 
 mutual intent to create a good and healthy Bosque for future generations for wildlife, so 397 
 they are very committed to the work.   398 
 399 
 See Also Appendix VI.  400 
 401 
 Director Russo Baca asked how they obtained the smoke alarms for the smart tech and 402 
 when the walking tour is. 403 
 404 
 Ms. Langan-McRoberts answered the walking tour is this Friday and the smart 405 
 technology came from their Services and Technology Department. She said they would 406 
 like to see those deployed throughout the whole Bosque area.   407 
 408 
 Ms. Molina added that she met with AFR Lieutenant Hernandez and she is compiling the 409 
 comparison of the torch cameras, panel cameras, and calls from the community so they 410 
 can figure out which one leads to the most detections.  411 
 412 
 Vice Chairman Baugh commented he was present at the Nature Center when they rolled 413 
 this presentation and he appreciated the public engagement on that. He asked which 414 
 trails they are re-establishing and how it would look.  415 
 416 
 Ms. Langan-McRoberts answered they want to use the trail corridors to limit their impact 417 
 from having equipment go off-trial as much as possible, so it will have an impact on the 418 
 Aldo Leopold crush refine trail and asphalt trail. She stated they are going to start with 419 
 that pilot project just to re-treat and then they will start by the Montano bridge and 420 
 working their way north to south going to the Unit 5. She noted they plan on treating the 421 
 full 100 acres through the two years. She said after the treatment, they could go and re-422 
 establish those trails and open them back up to the public fully.  423 
  424 
 Vice Chairman Baugh inquired if they have some ways to assist the third year to see it 425 
 through so they invasives do not come back and they get a big return on the investment.  426 
 427 
 Ms. Strange responded they have asked if there was going to be initial treatment and for 428 
 proof of support and funding for the initial follow-up treatments for the next two years. 429 
 She explained the initial treatment is being funded by Forestry and they believe the 430 
 second year will be funded as well, but they are committed to MRGCD funds covering 431 
 the third year if other funding is not there to cover the retreatment of that area. She 432 
 added it should be around $45,000 for a full year spray re-treat.  433 
 434 
 Ms. Langan-McRoberts said State Forestry is funding two years, which includes initial 435 
 treatment and retreatment, and beyond that, they have commitment from Ciudad Soil 436 
 and Water Conservation District, MRGCD support, and an annual budget that can help.  437 
 438 
 Mr. Casuga asked how much funding goes in the Bosque in any given year through the 439 
 Albuquerque area.  440 
 441 
 Ms. Langan-McRoberts responded that was difficult to answer, as they try to use 442 
 whatever money they get but they never have quite enough to do all the work they have. 443 
 She said their city’s annual budget for the Bosque is $800,000, which will allow them to 444 
 get forestry crews, youth crews, and remove jetty jacks, but they could use more.  445 
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 Mr. Casuga commented it is important as they go to the legislature to talk about not 446 
 having a billion-dollar municipality with a recurring budget pouring into the Bosque to 447 
 reduce fuel loads and draw a contrast between having a partner with a recurring funding 448 
 source to use that money to leverage into more grant dollars and other things. He added 449 
 it is a long-term desire to create those partnerships up and down the river where people 450 
 use it, it is not a danger to the public, it is good for the environment, and they are moving 451 
 water downstream.  452 
 453 
 Chairman Kelly asked if they should try to create another unit of the Rio Grande Valley 454 
 State Park in Valencia County with support from their friends down in Valencia County 455 
 and the same in Socorro County.  456 
 457 
 Mr. Casuga answered Valencia County is the next urbanizing corridor and they want a 458 
 safe space to go where they can see birds and wildlife, so they should not be 459 
 surprised if that is the desire of the public served by the Bosque as they go farther south.   460 
 461 
 Chairman Kelly thanked Ms. Langan-McRoberts for coming and said they value their 462 
 long-term relationship with the City of Open Space on taking care of the Bosque, which 463 
 is the biggest asset they have.  464 
 465 

b. Report on the Urban Issues Advisory Committee Meeting, July 27, 2026 - Casey 466 
Ish, Director of Lands & Conservation, Amanda Molina, Director of 467 
Communications, Vice Chairman Baugh, and Director Russ Baca 468 

 469 
 Mr. Ish reported they were successful in getting full attendance and they now have the 470 
 full composition of the advisory group and still discussing the areas of interest and trying 471 
 to figure out how they want to start organizing.  472 
 473 
 Director Russo Baca stated education and public understanding emerged as the leading 474 
 priorities for the committee, and they touched on the irrigation and urban issues and 475 
 having irrigation 101. She added that she also wrote a written report on the meeting. 476 
 477 
 Vice Chairman Baugh said they found some people in the application process that were 478 
 really engaged in their community and looking to find pragmatic solutions going forward. 479 
 He felt they were building something special and really relevant to where they are in 480 
 these hard times.  481 
 482 

c. Consideration/Approval of Water Rights Purchase Agreement with Bosque Del 483 
Sol, LLC 484 

 485 
 Mr. Ish expressed he  appreciated the Board’s support on developing a water rights 486 
 acquisition policy. He  stated they brought the opportunity for the District to purchase 487 
 546-acre feet of pre-1907 Water Rights from the San Antonio area at the last meeting 488 
 from Hope Farms. He said they came up with a two-phase purchase agreement for 489 
 those 546-acre feet split into two different types of acquisition. He explained Phase 1 is 490 
 the buyers, where MRGCD is purchasing a portion of the water rights comprising of 80-491 
 acre feet by September 30th at $2,000,000 per acre foot with their Capital Investment 492 
 and General Fund Reserves. He said after Phase 1 they will be working with the DFA to 493 
 secure a long-term loan to acquire the remaining rights.  494 
 495 
 Vice Chairman Baugh asked if Phase 1 and 2 combined were the total amount they are 496 
 asking for today. 497 
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 Mr. Ish answered they are asking for the entire purchase agreement today, but it will be 498 
 split up into two different phases, with phase one being $2,000,000 for 80-acre feet and 499 
 $8,928,506.25 at a rate of $19,125 per acre for the rest.  500 
 501 
 Chairman Kelly asked if they did an independent assessment of the validity of these at 502 
 pre-1907 rights.  503 
 504 
 Mr. Weschler answered yes. He added there is no transfer of the water rights because it 505 
 is already within the MRGCD system, so they are not seeking approval or filing an 506 
 application with the state engineer.  507 
  508 
 Mr. Ish added the District is not proposing to move the rights at this given point in time 509 
 and they will stay where they are.  510 
 511 
 Chairman Kelly inquired if the seller provided a third assessment, after their two 512 
 independent assessments.  513 
 514 
 Mr. Ish responded that the State Engineer’s Office provided a thorough assessment. 515 
 516 
 Mr. Casuga added they are acquiring both a surface and groundwater right on a property 517 
 assessed by the State Engineer’s Office to allow a surface to ground transfer previously 518 
 on the same property. He did not have any fear that the water rights they are acquiring 519 
 are not tangible pre-1907 water rights.  520 
 521 
 Chairman Kelly asked if they looked at the 1917 and 1918 maps and made their own 522 
 assessment. 523 
 524 
 Mr. Weschler answered yes.  525 
 526 
 Director Sandoval asked how the water is going to be used and what they are going to 527 
 do with it.  528 
   529 
 Mr. Ish responded there is a wide array of things they may or may not do with the water, 530 
 but they are going to make sure it stays in the valley and stays in Ag. 531 
 532 
 Mr. Casuga noted MRGCD already has a portfolio of pre-1907 water rights so they are 533 
 adding to that.  534 
 535 
 Chairman Kelly inquired if there was any portion being farmed under a lease agreement.  536 
 537 
 Mr. Ish answered yes, a portion of the acreage is enrolled in their leasing program this 538 
 year and a smaller subset is being farmed actively.   539 
 540 
 Director Lopez asked if the water rights were going to stay with the property until it is 541 
 sold to somebody else.  542 
  543 
 Mr. Ish responded yes, the idea is that MRGCD will retain those water rights, but if the 544 
 current farmer desires to change their operation or their footprint, the District will work to 545 
 accommodate that change. He added that a lot of what happens to the land sale itself is 546 
 yet to be determined.  547 
 548 
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 Vice Chairman Baugh reminded the Board that he asked for $200,000 for the District to 549 
 start looking into the water rights acquisition previously, and this $10 million supersedes 550 
 that in a very good way. He felt this was an incredible opportunity and was thankful for 551 
 Mr. Ish and his team for their due diligence to bring this in front of them.  552 
 553 

Vice Chairman Baugh made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE WATER RIGHTS 554 
PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH BOSQUE DEL SOL, LLC WITH PHASE 2 SUBJECT TO 555 
DFA APPROVAL FOR THE LOAN. Seconded by Director Russo Baca. The MOTION 556 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 557 
 558 

d. Consideration/Approval of Resolution No. M-08-10-26-240 Authorizing and 559 
Approving Submission of a Completed Application for Financial Assistance and 560 
Project Approval to the New Mexico Finance Authority 561 

 562 
Director Russo Baca made the MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION M-08-10-26-563 

240, AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A COMPLETED APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL 564 
ASSISTANCE AND PROJECT APPROVAL TO THE NEW MEXICO  FINANCE AUTHORITY. 565 
Seconded by Vice Chairman Baugh. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 566 
 567 

e. Consideration/Approval of 5-Year MOA with Rio Grande Agricultural Land Trust  568 
 569 
 Mr. Ish explained that staff drafted a follow-up on a 5-year MOA between MRGCD and 570 
 Rio Grande Agricultural Land Trust to continue efforts to preserve agricultural lands 571 
 within the Middle Rio Valley. He said staff is recommending maintaining the agreement 572 
 at $50,000 for fiscal year 27 and then adjusting that amount annually 3% to help Rio 573 
 Grande Agricultural Land Trust account for increases in cost and salary of employees. 574 
 575 
 Ms. Rosacker gave an update on how things have progressed over the last 5 years and 576 
 what will be coming in the next 5. She shared they were able to leverage small 577 
 agreements with Bernalillo County and Via del Oro, go from a one woman operation to 578 
 three staff, sought bigger grant funding, four conservation easements bringing 579 
 $1,500,000 to protect 120 acres of irrigated farmland and 90 acres of transferable water 580 
 rights, approval for almost $2 million more in grant funding to protect 200 acres in the 581 
 Lemitar area, a project under consideration for 220 acres in Tome, sought $1,500,000 in 582 
 NHCA funding for a state conservation easement program, working on improving 583 
 programs and policies, and working with Western Conservation to get NRCS ALE 584 
 programs to meet the needs of landowners in the west and consider water in those 585 
 easements as a high priority. She said one of the biggest priorities they have right now is 586 
 the New Mexico Land Conservation Incentives Act Reform and trying to increase the tax 587 
 benefits on that. She expressed that they are trying to figure out ways to help keep water 588 
 rights in the community, protect their lands, and keep farms viable. She talked about 589 
 how they have been working to do restoration as well. She said the agreement with 590 
 MRGCD has been a game changer for their organization and having a 5-year 591 
 reoccurring fund has given them the opportunity to build relationship with other 592 
 organizations and leverage that money and legitimized conservation easements as a 593 
 tool for protecting land and water with other organizations.  594 
 595 
 Vice Chairman Baugh asked Ms. Rosacker’s thoughts on how they are encouraging the 596 
 next future farmers to come work that land in the mix of all the things they are doing and 597 
 how that conversation is on helping pair the individuals with some of the lands as they 598 
 are put into conservation easements to be added.  599 
 600 
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 Ms. Rosacker answered they have had several projects where the landowner wanted to 601 
 protect the land and water but did not want to farm anymore and wanted to help make it 602 
 affordable for another farmer. She said when they do a conservation easement, that 603 
 means the development rights are extinguished and are about 50% of their fair market 604 
 value of the land. She shared some projects where they have done the easement, they 605 
 have then been able to sell the land to a young or new farmer at half of that fair market 606 
 value. She noted they also engage with some food and agricultural policy groups and 607 
 share that information, as well as putting it on their social media to let people know about 608 
 the programs and opportunities for food, Ag, restoration and conservation easements.  609 
 610 
 Vice Chairman Baugh asked about the targeted amount of acreage they are looking to 611 
 inquire every annual year.  612 
 613 
 Ms. Rosacker responded they like to protect at least 10% of the MRGCD service area 614 
 and they would love if MRGCD adopted that  goal as well so they can figure out how to 615 
 do that. She said they have been working more in a paradigm where they consider them 616 
 as they come, and they developed the Bernalillo County Conservation easement 617 
 program with Ciudad Soil & Water Conservation District as a way to help smaller farms.  618 
 619 

Director Russo Baca made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE 5-YEAR MOA WITH RIO 620 
GRANDE AGRICULTURAL LAND TRUST. Seconded by Director Lopez. The MOTION 621 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 622 
  623 

f. Report from Center for Social Sustainable Systems - Jorge Garcia, CESOSS 624 
Executive Director 625 

 626 
 Mr. Garcia expressed they are very concerned about the state of the water and they are 627 
 losing water and knowledge and what they do with it. He asked if New Mexico is  628 
 projected to have 25% less water in the river system, how much water will remain for 629 
 human and ecological sustenance and what would be the minimum amount of water 630 
 required to sustain the Middle Rio Grande as a living socioecological system and not 631 
 merely to satisfy the legal water rights, but to sustain communities, food production, 632 
 aquifer recharge, repairing ecosystem, and the future generations. He stated education 633 
 will be very important moving forward. He talked about the  Valle Vista classroom they 634 
 are working on and the Ciclos de la Tierra curriculum they have, with the goal of creating 635 
 an ecosystem to the Family Resource Center so they can connect with families. He 636 
 shared they will run a  pilot project this year to develop all the specific programming and 637 
 additional information  they will use to supplement the school and the outdoor classroom. 638 
 He discussed the project goals, which are to develop culturally grounded materials 639 
 based on the Ciclos de la Tierra curriculum, expand acequia, land stewardship, food 640 
 systems and nutrition  education, increase student and family participation in outdoor 641 
 learning, strengthen youth leadership through direct environmental education, and use 642 
 the Agricultural Site and MRGCD Outdoor Classroom as  learning spaces. He also listed 643 
 the proposed outcomes, including 8 to 10 curriculum modules for multiple grades, 644 
 bilingual education materials, outdoor learning activity guides and digital and print 645 
 resources, STEM-based Genius Hour activities, and expanding family engagement in 646 
 acequia education. Mr. Garcia expressed they need to bring back this idea that they 647 
 need food security, increase culturally relevant learning and information in the school 648 
 following the Jose Martinez case, connect youth to land base practices, bring back 649 
 acequia knowledge, create environmental literacy, and connect people to the outdoors. 650 
 He mentioned  MRGCD is working the Atrisco Acequia Madre Project and they have 651 
 made the argument that was an excellence place because it is the gateway, as there is a 652 
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 lot of potential to run the pilot project, have discipline, think about replicating it along the 653 
 schools, and create opportunities to expand knowledge that they want to spend in a 654 
 realistic manner.  655 
 656 
 Mr. Garcia then discussed the Pajarito Landmarks Project, which will go from the Duran  657 
 Open Space to the Hubbell House and will provide information the Gutierrez-Hubbell 658 
 House does not currently provide, including all the signage alluding and attesting to the 659 
 information from the 1800s forward about the Pajarito Land Grant. He noted they will 660 
 have four stops, one giving an overview of the history of the community, one talking 661 
 about ecology and convergence, one on acequias and water rights, and one on land, 662 
 water and spirituality. He shared the Acequia Walk & Talks start in May and they are 663 
 projecting to do it again on February 13th and March 21st. He thanked the Board for 664 
 their support and said he looked forward to the engagement and making some of the 665 
 projects happen.  666 
 667 
 See also Appendix VII. 668 
 669 
 Chairman Kelly thanked Mr. Garcia for his presentation and bringing the situation to 670 
 light.  671 
 672 
 Director Russo Baca encouraged everyone to attend the Acequia Walk & Talks.  673 
 674 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 - REPORT(S) FROM THE DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL SERVICES - 675 
Alicia Lopez, PE 676 

a. Update on Monsoon Response 677 
 678 
 Ms. Lopez expressed this dry year brings additional challenges, but they are prepared. 679 
 She said when ditches are dry more often and longer, they are more prone to damage 680 
 when suddenly receiving large inflows, which they have already experienced. She stated 681 
 they are making sure they understand what they can do  before, during an event, and 682 
 the learning that comes afterward. She explained that before a storm, ISOs and 683 
 Divisions communicate about what is operating, what ditches are on, and where water is 684 
 moving, and the water team monitors forecasts and field conditions. During a storm, their 685 
 goal is  to manage the problem operationally first and will mobilize crews when needed. 686 
 She noted they have seen a lot of issues with gophers this year, which makes a channel 687 
 harder to turn back on. She added larger events can require all night support, but life 688 
 and safety comes first. She voiced that after a storm, maintenance divisions prioritize 689 
 cleanup and the water team submits ditch break reports to capture what took place. She 690 
 said the goal is to make each problem a learning experience to target and identify 691 
 mitigation strategies.  692 
 693 

b. Update on Projects: 694 
1. Corrales Siphon 695 

 696 
  Ms. Lopez expressed the project was awarded in October 2025, received the  697 
  notice to proceed for mobilization around January, and they have been moving  698 
  through construction since then, including horizontal directional drilling operation, 699 
  which has been the most difficult part, as they ran into an issue with a stuck  700 
  auger when they started the pilot drill. She said they reassessed, realigned the  701 
  casing, and a new casing was put in successful last month. However, as they  702 
  prepared for the second attempt at the pilot drill, the contractor found subsurface  703 
  conditions they were not expecting, so they stopped and  developed a plan. She  704 
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  stated the contractor collection a lot of detailed information on the material as  705 
  they started the pilot and they are confident that 40 extra feet of casing would be  706 
  the right amount to set the pilot bore on the correct and accurate path as it  707 
  navigates 80 feet underground. She shared the scheduled remain the same.  708 
 709 
  Mr. Dan Aguirre, with Wilson & Company,  explained they started the pilot hole,  710 
  ran about 40 feet of pure cobble at the end of the casing and then hit competent  711 
  material, and they ran the pilot hole drill a little extra length to gather data. He  712 
  said they were worried if they start pulling that pipe back through the cobbles, it  713 
  may move up and get hung up on the casing, but the driller said that would not  714 
  be a problem once they are away from the casing and the drill is moving forward. 715 
  He said the team came together to get two pieces of pipe that were delivered on  716 
  Friday, and they are working on welding those today. He shared they notified the  717 
  public they are going to be pushing again for a couple hours a day for the next  718 
  couple days to get that casing advanced through the gravel and then start again  719 
  with the pilot hole, and then start the process of reaming it up to pull the pipe  720 
  through. He expressed his appreciation that everyone has been pitching in to  721 
  help. 722 
 723 
  Chairman Kelly asked how far the pilot drill went beyond the 40 feet into good  724 
  material.  725 
 726 
  Mr. Aguirre responded they talked about going 5 to 10 feet into the material and  727 
  the driller said they were comfortable that they had enough to do that and if they  728 
  hit cobble coming back up the other side, that would not be a problem, as the  729 
  spec allows the pipe to move about 10 feet, which gives alto of flexibility.  730 
 731 
  Mr. Casuga added that once they start pulling it, they will pull it all the way  732 
  through in one day.  733 
 734 
  Chairman Kelly asked if the pipe was fusion welded. 735 
 736 
  Mr. Aguirre answered yes.  737 
 738 
  Vice Chairman Baugh asked if they ream it from the back and hit a bunch of  739 
  cobbles would it collapse on itself.  740 
 741 
  Mr. Aguirre answered they are not worried about that, as there are drilling fluids  742 
  in there and it will compact it a little bit along the hole, and if some of the cobbles  743 
  fall in, the machinery will continue to clean those out.  744 
 745 

2. Feeder 3 Pump Station 746 
 747 
  Ms. Lopez gave an update on the Feeder 3 Pump Station Phase 1. She said this  748 
  is a strategic system flexibility project that will benefit around 2,300 acres   749 
  downstream of Feeder 3, an area that is impacted during low water years when it 750 
  is difficult to run water all the way down to Belen Highline. She said since   751 
  January, they have run about 5,000 linear feet of 36-inch mainly PVC line down  752 
  to the Feeder 3 Canal, which also included a jack and bore operation underneath 753 
  the roadway and railroad. She stated they are almost down with Phase 1, with  754 
  the remaining work involving AUI  installing four buttery valves and one air relief  755 
  valve near the river side. She voiced now they are thinking forward to Phase 2,  756 
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  talking with their water team and informing BHI they need up to 60 CFS capacity  757 
  using water down to the 5 CFS level in 5 CFS increments. She added they are  758 
  currently working through a Build America by America waiver, as they do believe  759 
  they can get the pumps in the United States.  760 
 761 
  Mr. Karl Deissinger, with Bohannan Huston, expressed the project has been very 762 
  successful so far, as the biggest hiccup has bene the lead times on the valves  763 
  that remain to be installed. He said for Phase 2, they are looking forward with  764 
  working with them to get under construction as soon as possible, as they would  765 
  like the system fully operational by March 2028. He stated they are working on  766 
  the final design and then will have a concurrence review to do with the   767 
  engineering team for Phase 2 of the pump station and installation of the pumps  768 
  and equipment. He added they are a great benefit to the Conservancy from a  769 
  maintenance and operations perspective and should be able to be maintained,  770 
  repaired, and operated without any consultant needs. He explained that one  771 
  pump can do anywhere between 5 and 12.5 CFS, and all four can go about 60.  772 
 773 
  Chairman Kelly asked who the German manufacturer is for the pumps and if they 774 
  will all be set at the same elevation in the wet well.  775 
 776 
  Mr. Deissinger answered KSB Pumps and yes, they will all be at the same  777 
  elevation.  778 
   779 
  Chairman Kelly asked if there was a trash rack going into the wet well. 780 
 781 
  Mr. Deissinger responded they can pass a 5-inch spherical solid, but they are  782 
  planning to put a trash rack grating with about a 7/8  inch opening so there  783 
  should not be any clogging. 784 
 785 
  Ms. Lopez stated they can still reconsider sizing of the grates, but the frequency  786 
  of maintenance is something they have been asking BHI to consider.  787 
 788 
  Mr. Casuga inquired if they would be bringing a procurement request to the  789 
  Board in September for the purchase of the pumps. 790 
 791 
  Ms. Lopez answered yes that is the plan, but it depends on the Build America by  792 
  America waver.  793 
   794 
  Chairman Kelly asked if the butterfly valves are motor operated.  795 
 796 
  Mr. Deissinger answered no, as they are extremely large and the intent is for  797 
  them to remain open.  798 
 799 
  Mr. Casuga added the primary discharge is always going to be at the top of  800 
  Feeder 3 and they still may need to isolate the system one day but they do not  801 
  know for sure. He said they wanted to have some level of control on the valve  802 
  system, but if everything is working properly, they are pumping the water up to  803 
  the top of Feeder 3 and letting it cascade  down the existing system.  804 
 805 

3. Loretta Road Project 806 
 807 
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  Ms. Lopez shared that Lopez Precision finished the Interior Drain Crossing in  808 
  June, which was Phase 1.  809 
   810 
  Chairman Kelly asked if the entire pen space parking lot will be gravel plated in  811 
  the final project with Star Paving. 812 
 813 
  Ms. Lopez responded they have not gotten that far yet, as they next phase 1 the  814 
  intersection and left turn signaling.  815 
   816 
  Mr. Casuga added he did not believe they would have the funding for the whole  817 
  parking lot, but they will gravel as much as they can afford.  818 
   819 
  Chairman Kelly asked where they were with the Highway Department.  820 
 821 
  Ms. Lopez explained they recognized a few months back that they need to obtain 822 
  five certifications, and they have been successful in getting those certifications  823 
  issued. She added they are making sure that MRGCD, Bernalillo County, and  824 
  BHI understand their roles on the project and NMDOT is expected to issue them  825 
  the PO next week, with the anticipated start date for Star Paving to be August  826 
  18th and a planned completion date being in December.  827 
 828 
  Chairman Kelly inquired if there would be any Balloon Fiesta implementations for 829 
  traffic control.   830 
 831 
  Ms. Lopez answered they have been told there is a moratorium around   832 
  September 26th, but they feel very confident they can work outside of those  833 
  timeframes but may have to pause and then come back for a few things and  834 
  then be done. However, they expect the majority of work to be done before that.  835 
 836 
  Chairman Kelly asked if Star Paving is holding their prices.  837 
 838 
  Mr. Casuga responded that in waiting for the permits, the contract was   839 
  authorized to go ahead and make the order for the masked arms and long lead  840 
  items. He did not know if the signal would be operational by the Balloon Fiesta. 841 
 842 
  See also Appendix VIII.  843 
 844 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 11 - REPORT(S) FROM THE SECRETARY-TREASURER/CFO - Pamela 845 
Fanelli, CMA, CGFM 846 
 847 

a. Report on the Finance Committee Meeting, August 10, 2026 - Chairman Kelly, Vice 848 
Chairman Baugh, and Director Russo Baca 849 

 850 
 Chairman Kelly said they talked about a couple budget resolutions. He stated they had a 851 
 grant they did not get budgeted they had to remove, got a grant they were surprised to 852 
 get that they had to put in the budget, as well as another one of the levee investigation 853 
 for the Albuquerque East Levee from the North Diversion Channel down to the South 854 
 Diversion Channel for design work, which they are going to be the sole lead on and will 855 
 seek construction funding for.  856 
 857 

b. Consideration/Approval of Resolution No. BA-08-10-26-117 Adoption of Amended 858 
Budget for Fiscal Year 2027 (07-01-26 to 06-30-27) Grant Fund 859 
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 860 
Director Russo Baca made the MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION BA-08-10-26-861 

117. Seconded by Vice Chairman Baugh. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 862 
 863 

c. Consideration/Approval of Resolution M-08-10-26-241 Water Trust Board 864 
Application for the Albuquerque East Levee System 2 Improvements 865 

 866 
Vice Chairman Baugh made the MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION M-08-10-26-867 

241. Seconded by Director Russo Baca. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 868 
 869 

d. Notification/Discussion of the 2026 MRGCD Water Service Charge Reclassification 870 
(Protest) Hearing per NMSA 73-18-8.1; hearing scheduled for September 14, 2026  871 

  872 
 Chairman Kelly stated the Special Meeting will be at 2:00 pm prior to the Regular 873 
meeting on September 14, 2026. 874 

 875 
 876 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 12 - REPORT(S) FROM THE CHIEF ENGINEER/CEO– Jason M. Casuga, 877 
PE 878 

a. Report on the 6-Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Coalition Meeting, August 6, 2026 - 879 
Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO and Director Russo Baca 880 

 881 
Mr. Casuga reported there were questions about trying to schedule their meeting between 882 
the Board and the key group of people from the Coalition on the storage resolution, and 883 
they reached out to the Coalition secretary to try to get dates. He said that representation 884 
will come from a mix of multiple pueblo entities and they understand the limitations they 885 
have and that it will not be tabled indefinitely, but there is an urgency to get the team put 886 
together and a meeting held. He expressed there were a lot of questions around P&P 887 
operations and terminology and rules the state has put in place. He said he gave them an 888 
update since the contract is officially in the hands of Tetra Tech and they will be reaching 889 
out to the Pueblos to see if they want to engage on the HCP, as a Coalition, or both.  890 
 891 

b. Information on Upcoming Events: 892 
 893 

1. Los Lunas Agricultural Science Center & USDA Plant Materials Center’s 894 
Field Day, August 13, 2026: Los Lunas 895 

2. CESOSS’ 2026 Acequia Walk & Talks Series 896 
a.   August 22, 2026 - Los Padillas Acequia 897 
b.   September 5, 2026 - Armijo: Sanchez Farm Open Space 898 
c.   October 24, 2026 - Pajarito: Durand Open Space 899 

3. Coalition of Rio Grande Water Users Annual Conference, September 16-18, 900 
2026: Tamaya Resort, Pueblos of Santa Ana 901 

4. Tribal Water Law Annual Conference, September 28-29, 2026: Santa Fe, NM 902 
5. New Mexico Water Law Annual Conference, October 8-9, 2026: Santa Fe, NM 903 
6. Family Farm Alliance Annual Conference, October 28-30, 2026: Reno, NV 904 
7. Colorado River Water Users Association Annual Conference, December 9-905 

11, 2026: Las Vegas, NV 906 
 907 

Director Russo Baca added that MRGCD is sponsoring the Los Lunas Agricultural 908 
Science Center field day, where she and Ms. Strange will table the event. She 909 
invited people to come by if they want to help.  910 

 911 



19 

 

Minutes of Middle Rio Grande Conservancy Regular Board Meeting 
August 10, 2026 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 13 - REPORT(S) FROM THE MRGCD ATTORNEY(s) - Chief Water 912 
Counsel or General Counsel   913 
 914 
Counsel did not have any reports for regular session. 915 
 916 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 14 - REPORT(S) FROM THE BOARD  917 

 918 
a. Report on the 3rd MRG Farmer Survey Advisory Committee Meeting, July 14, 2026 - 919 

Director Russo Baca 920 
b. Report on the Farmers for Future Farmers Meeting, July 14, 2026 - Director Russo 921 

Baca 922 
c. Report on the VCSWCD Monthly Meeting, July 16, 2026 - Director Russo Baca 923 
d. Report on the NM ISC Meeting, July 23, 2026 - Director Russo Baca 924 

 925 
Director Russo Baca provided written reports. 926 
 927 
See also Appendix IX. 928 
 929 

e. Report on the Bosque Del Apache Tour, July 29, 2026 - Vice Chairman Baugh and 930 
Director Lopez 931 

  932 
 Vice Chairman Baugh gave a shoutout to Mike Padilla for putting the tour together and 933 
 driving them down there. He said it was very beneficial to get eyes on something critical 934 
 and he learned a lot. He noted they had a lot of great conversations to discuss with the 935 
 Board on how to better collaborate with their federal agencies and parents when the 936 
 federal government is really taking a backseat on doing a lot of housekeeping.  937 
 938 
 Mr. Lopez expressed he remembered going through the northern end of the Bosque del 939 
 Apache back in the 80s when it was all farmland and now there is not a single farm out 940 
 there. He said they have 12 wells and no funding to run them.  941 
 942 
 Vice Chairman Baugh added they got to see some interesting easements and got a 943 
 better understanding on where they can us their expertise to help on moving water 944 
 efficiently.  945 
  946 

f. Report on the Hispano Chamber of Valencia County Installation Banquet, August 947 
8, 2026 - Vice Chairman Baugh  948 

 949 
 Vice Chairman Baugh stated it was a lovely event, where they celebrated that they are 950 
 the future of the state from economic development and urbanization in the valley. He 951 
 said he shared how hard it has been and that the common denominator will be unifying 952 
 the people in the valley to get through it.  953 

 954 
Chairman Kelly made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE REPORTS FROM THE 955 

BOARD.  Seconded by Director Jiron. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 956 
 957 

Director Russo Baca made the MOTION TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:26 958 
PM. Seconded by Director Jiron. Rollcall vote was administered with all members voting yes. 959 
The MOTION CARRIED. 960 
 961 
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Chairman Kelly 
Director Lopez 
Director Jiron 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
 

 Vice Chairman Baugh 
Director Russo Baca 
Director Sandoval  

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 14 EXECUTIVE SESSION 962 
a. NMSA 1978 Open Meetings Act, Section 10-15-1(H)7 963 

1. Threatened or Pending Litigation: Potential of the State of New Mexico  964 
Violating the Rio Grande Compact 965 

 966 
Director Russo Baca made the MOTION TO GO BACK INTO REGULAR SESSION AT 967 

7:32 PM. Seconded by Director Jiron. Rollcall vote was administered with all members voting 968 
yes. The MOTION CARRIED. 969 
 970 

Chairman Kelly 
Director Jiron 
Director Lopez 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

 Vice Chairman Baugh 
Director Russo Baca 
Director Sandoval 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
 

 971 
Chairman Kelly noted no decisions were made in Executive Session and with no further 972 
comments, questions, or concerns, Chairman Kelly adjourned the meeting at 7:33 pm. 973 

 974 
Approved to be the correct Minutes of the Board of Directors of August 10, 2026. 975 
 976 
 977 
ATTESTED: 978 
 979 
________________________  ______________________________ 980 
Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CGFM  John P. Kelly, Chairman  981 
Secretary-Treasurer/CFO  MRGCD Board of Directors 982 
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CDWR Rio Grande at Lobatos Gage

https://dwr.colorado.gov/

Lobatos

https://dwr.colorado.gov/


USGS Rio Grande At Otowi Gage

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showFieldMeasurements=true


NWS 7-Day Forecast

https://www.weather.gov/abq/TempPop

https://www.weather.gov/abq/TempPop


NWS Seasonal Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1


NWS Winter Seasonal Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1


Questions?
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MRGCD Meeting – August 10, 2026 

Public Comment – Elaine Hebard 

During several meetings, public comment has included concerns about the impacts of 

transferring surface water to ground water wells.  While of obvious benefit to the applicant in 

that the full allotment can be received via pumping when surface water is not available, what 

about the benefits or harm to the rest of us?  Rather than the irrigation water seeping into the 

shallow aquifer, helping to keep the river whole, the water would be basically removed from the 

system.  Should the District have a policy to intervene when other customers, and the river, are 

negatively impacted? 

The example I am using is an application currently in front of the State Engineer to temporarily 

move water irrigating a 40-acre parcel of land in southern Bernalillo County directly next to the 

Rio Grande, to groundwater wells 2 miles uphill from the river and west of Belen and I-25.   

The District should evaluate what the impacts of such a move --to the neighbors, to the river, to 

Proposed transfer from surface to 

groundwater wells.  Transfer-from 

location is next to the river. Transfer-

to is up hill and 2 miles from the river. 
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the Compact—are.   

 

To begin with, the design --with ditches, drains and flood irrigated fields-- replicates the untamed 

braided river within the flood plain of the MRGCD. 

 

 
Representation of MRGCD Irrigation System 

 

Removing water currently irrigating the lands closest to the Rio Grande will weaken the vital 

link between the river and the shallow aquifer.   

 

While MRGCD manages primarily surface water, its conveyance, delivery and drainage of 

irrigation water are important hydrologic components in the groundwater budget of the region 

…. 

In the Albuquerque subregion, the main sources of aquifer recharge are mountain front 

recharge, river seepage, and canal seepage and on-farm deep percolation in the inner valley 

from the irrigation system operated by MRGCD (ABCWUA, 2023; Hilton, 2026; USGS, 

1995).  Subsurface drainage is used to control the water table, returning excess groundwater 

to the river. When groundwater levels decline, drain flows decrease, adversely affecting 

the downstream surface water flow.  (emphasis added) 

 
New Mexico 360 Groundwater Report, New Mexico Groundwater Alliance, January 2026, 

nmgroundwateralliance.org 

 

Furthermore, while the surface water user is limited to the availability of supply, such is not the 

case with a groundwater user.  Pumping not only draws down the aquifer, it impacts the 

declining river flows. 

 

Given the Compact deficit and the need to reduce depletions by at least 25 kafy, the District 

should also evaluate transfers with an eye towards depletions.  Pulling water out of the well west 

of Belen, in Valencia County, will ultimately deplete river flows, rather than helping them.   

 

Another consideration must be -- what are the impacts to the other ditch users?  Removing water 



for the 40 acres will reduce the hydraulic head in the ditch for other irrigators. 

 

The MRGCD must also include climatic changes in its evaluations.  River flows have declined as 

much as 50% over the past 50 years. 

 

Rio Grande at Otowi Bridge Annual Flow 1975-2025 
 

Mean Annual Discharge (KAF) at Otowi Gauge 

 

Norm Gaume The Rio Grande Has Never Been Drier! 

New Mexico Water Advocates, March 7, 2026 

 

As discussed in the State’s Leap Ahead Report, flows will continue to decline.  The NM 360 

Groundwater Report states that as climate change intensifies and temperatures continue to rise, 

increasing aridification is driving a projected 25% to 30% decrease in surface water availability 

for New Mexico by 2050. Furthermore, people, plants and animals will all require more water as 

it gets hotter.  Such demands will increase reliance on groundwater. 

 
   Leap Ahead Report, 2022, https://mainstreamnm.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Leap-Ahead-Report.pdf 

   New Mexico 360 Groundwater Report, nmgroundwateralliance.org, January 2026 

 

And finally, while the application says that after 5 years, the water will revert to the 40 acre 

parcel, that parcel was platted as a 38-parcel subdivision years ago, with efforts to sell the platted 

land recently being increased.  If the 38 lots are sold and built upon, this arrangement could 

create two direct consumptive uses of wet water associated with a single piece of land, which 

originally had only one right attached to it, effectively doubling the wet water use rate associated 

with that plot.   

 

So while the claim (a) that this a temporary change, (b) that upon termination of the permit, the 

water right “will automatically revert to the original move-from point of diversion, place, and 

purpose of use,” and (c) that no new appropriation of water is sought by the application, that is 

not entirely correct. 

 

I would encourage the MRGCD to evaluate temporary lease applications with as much scrutiny 

as permanent transfers, especially those moving water rights from surface supply to wells, 

keeping in mind that the MRG must reduce depletions.  In that way, the District will be helping 

to keep the valley green! 

 

 

1975-1991 1992-2008 2009-2025 

1191 1003 796 
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401,000 acre-ft 40,819 acre-ft 5,449 acre-ft 22,242 acre-ft 8,739 acre-ft 3,849 acre-ft

184,343 acre-ft 20,587 acre-ft 1,539 acre-ft 10,533 acre-ft12,347 acre-ft-0 acre-ft

229,199 acre-ft 109,868 acre-ft 0 acre-ft 98,894 acre-ft 2,649 acre-ft 0 acre-ft

41,798 acre-ft 2,249,520 acre-ft 41,975 acre-ft 3,710 acre-ft

Heron

El Vado Combined**

Abiquiu

Cochiti Elephant Butte and Caballo

Active
Conservation

Current 
Content MRGCD ABCWUA Other SJC

Contractors
Project 
Storage

Restricted
Conservation*

Current
Content

MRGCD SJC
& EDW

Prior &
Paramount

Other SJC
Contractors

Rio Grande
& USBR EDW

Active
Conservation

Current
Content MRGCD SJC ABCWUA Other SJC

Contractors USBR

Current 
Content

Active
Conservation***

Combined
Current Content SJC Content****

Aug 4, 2026 data____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
* Currently restricted to 25,678 acre-ft.

*** Varies by time of year. Reported
number is for 04/01 - 09/30.

**** Max San Juan-Chama storage in
Elephant Butte is 50,000 acre-ft.

Total reservoir content may include
incidental storage of water in transit.

** Includes storage in both El Vado and Abiquiu

Reservoir Storage Status

10% Full

11% Full

48% Full

2% Full
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MRGCD BOARD MEETING (8-5-2026) 
     

1.         Heron Summary 
     

Content:          7,078  ac-ft (8/5/2026)  
Azotea Tunnel:                  0   cfs   
Total SJ-C Inflow (2026):        32,490  ac-ft   
Currently Releasing:                35  cfs   
Current MRGCD Storage:          5,449  ac-ft   

                                                   
2.         El Vado Summary 
     

Content:        20,587  ac-ft (8/5/2026)  
Rio Grande Storage:          6,702  ac-ft   
MRGCD SJ-C Storage:          1,539  ac-ft   
P&P:          6,702  ac-ft   
Other SJ-C Contractors:        12,346  ac-ft   
Current Release:              100  cfs RG Inflow: 15-30 cfs 

     
3.         Abiquiu Summary 
     

Content:      108,621  ac-ft (8/5/2026)  
MRGCD SJ-C Storage:                  0   ac-ft   
P&P:          3,831  ac-ft        

Total Supplemental Water Released (2026):          2,415  ac-ft        
Precipitation to date for Water Year 2026 to 8/5 (% Median; NRCS SNOTEL) 
     

Rio Chama Basin…................................. 72%    

Upper Rio Grande Basin…..................... 83%    

Sangre de Cristo Basin…........................ 63%    

Jemez Basin…........................................ 73%    

San Juan River Basin…........................... 92%    
 

• P&P storage reached a maximum of 27,029 ac-ft on May 12, and irrigation releases 
began May 23. Approximately 14,635 ac-ft have been released so far with 10,533 ac-
ft remaining in storage. 

• Yesterday, there was just under 83 miles of river drying. The Angostura reach had 
12.9 miles dry in a single segment. The Isleta reach had 21.4 miles dry in two 
segments, and there were 48.3 river miles dry in the San Acacia reach. 

• The release from Elephant Butte Dam ceased on July 29 and from Caballo Dam on 
July 30. Elephant Butte Reservoir ended irrigation season at about 1.3% of full, and 
the lowest level seen since 1956. 



Open Space Division
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District

Board of Directors

www.cabq.gov/openspace 
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➢ Operations and general management
➢ Ecological Health, Restoration, Habitat 
➢ Low-impact recreation and education 

Rio Grande Valley State Park



➢ Challenges
▪ Persistent Drought Conditions
▪ Fires 
▪ Invasive Species
▪ Development Pressures
▪ Recreation impacts 
▪ Unauthorized uses 

➢ Planning 
▪ Desktop Database
▪ Bosque Assessment Updated 

Prioritization (BAUP)
▪ Additional studies identifying 

fuel loads throughout the 
RGVSP

➢ Action- Fire prevention was a major 
theme of the BAUP, with a goal of 
thinning 150 acres per year, and 
removing jetty jacks to reduce risk to 
firefighters

Challenges and Solutions





Project Details and Public Outreach

Upcoming Public 
Engagement:
• Partners Walking Tour and 

Input Session this August
• Second Public Meeting in 

September
• Updates on the following 

website:
https://www.cabq.gov/parksan
drecreation/open-
space/bosque-thinning-project

Prescription Description:
• The project will also include the removal of downed wood, including 

large woody debris from past fires.
• Thinning will focus on removing invasive plant species including 

Ailanthus, Siberian Elm, Salt Cedar, and Russian Olive.
• Work will take place outside of the migratory bird nesting season, 

September to April. Additional wildlife surveys will be conducted before 
the project starts, and buffer zones will be established where detected.

• Under native canopy trees, there will only be hand removal to avoid 
impacts to the roots and soil.

• Authorized trails and corridors will be used primarily for equipment to 
limit soil disturbance.

• Wood and mulch will be removed from the Bosque, except in isolated 
situations to mitigate soil disturbance.

• A buffer zone of non-disturbance will be established 5 ft. from the levee 
and 10 meters from the river’s edge. 

• Trails will be reestablished, and areas will be seeded at the end of the 
project.

• Areas will be retreated to ensure the project is successful.

https://www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/bosque-thinning-project


Pilot Project this past spring included treatment 
of 13 acres within the larger area

Before After

Ongoing Commitment
• Per the Joint Powers Agreement, the OSD is committed to 

managing the RGVSP, including the long-term 
commitment to this project. The City has stepped up and 
is dedicating more funds and staffing than ever to 
support management of the RGVSP.

Resources
• Dedicated Bosque Staff includes the following

• Bosque Manager
• Bosque Forestry Supervisor
• Bosque Field Operations Specialists, 2
• Bosque Program Specialist
• Bosque Field Technician, I FTE
• Bosque Field  Techs, 3 Contract Staff
• Educators and other OSD staff support

• General Funding, $800,000 this fiscal year
• Partners including NMSF, CIUDAD Soil and Water 

Conservation District
• Volunteers Bosque Stewards 

• Trail Watch and Fire Watch
• Annual Events like Dia del Rio
• Dedicated neighbors 

2
0

2
6

-2
0

2
7 Pilot project

Jetty Jack Removal

Retreat in pilot area

Phase 1 Fuels 
Reduction

Reestablish Trails

Seeding and Planting

Survey and monitoring

2
0

2
7

-2
0

2
8 Phase 2 Fuels 

Reduction

Retreat in Phase 1 
area

Reestablish trails

Seeding and Planting

Interpretive sign on 
Jetty Jacks

2
0

2
8

-2
0

2
9 Retreat in Phase 1 & 2 

areas

Surveys

Plantings

Ongoing management 
in treated and non-
treated areas

Hazardous Fuels Reduction                      
and Restoration Project

Campbell to Montano 
Project Timeline



Partners and Agency Support!

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” – Helen Keller



Operational Crosswalk

Pairing the FY2026-27 CESOSS Operational Plan with the 
Five-Year Memorandum of Agreement

Prepared for MRGCD leadership | August 2026
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The Big Questions we are having with respect to water



Existing program vehicles carry the agreement

Ciclos de la Tierra Initiative
family workshops, outdoor education, curriculum

Pajarito Landmarks
interpretation, workshops, signage/archive

Acequia Walk & Talks
community and school water literacy

Acequia Limpias
stewardship and community care

Primera Agua
seasonal water and cultural programming

La Voz + digital outreach
visibility, media, acknowledgment

Public outreach • youth engagement • land, water, and acequia stewardship • cultural 
preservation

CESOSS - MRGCD MOA Operational Crosswalk | 2026-27 03



CESOSS | Ciclos de la Tierra Initiative

Valle Vista Elementary: The MRGCD Outdoord
Acequia Classroom 

FY2026–27 Pilot Project

May 25, 2026 CESOSS

Community building through land, water, culture, and youth leadership
4



CESOSS | Ciclos de la Tierra Initiative

Ciclos de la Tierra Initiative: Building an ecosystem 
for culturally relevant education

FY2026–27 Pilot Project

May 25, 2026 CESOSS

Community building through land, water, culture, and youth leadership
5

A year-long school and community ecosystem rooted in 
acequia knowledge.

Expand the Ciclos de la 
Tierra Acequia Outdoor 
Education Agricultural Site 
at Valle Vista and transmit 
local land and water 
stewardship knowledge to 
future generations.



CESOSS | Ciclos de la Tierra Initiative

Goals & expected outcomes
Curriculum, participation, youth leadership, and community education.

Project goals Proposed outcomes

• Develop culturally grounded materials 
based on Ciclos de la Tierra.

• Expand acequia, land stewardship, 
food systems, and nutrition education.

• Increase student and family 
participation in outdoor learning.

• Strengthen youth leadership through 
direct environmental education.

• Use the Agricultural Site and MRGCD 
Outdoor Classroom as learning 
spaces.

• 8–10 curriculum modules for multiple 
grade levels.

• Bilingual educational materials for 
families, teachers, and students.

• Outdoor learning activity guides and 
digital/print resources.

• STEM-based Genius Hour activities 
aligned to standards.

• Expanded family engagement in 
acequia education.

Source: CESOSS FY2026–27 Pilot Project plan6



CESOSS | Ciclos de la Tierra Initiative

Why this pilot matters
The plan responds to intersecting challenges in the South Valley.

Community need

Food insecurity

Limited culturally relevant learning

Youth disconnection from land-based 
practices

Erosion of acequia knowledge

Need for environmental literacy

Pilot response

A place-based educational ecosystem 
connecting students, families, 
educators, community organizations, 
and local acequias.

Long-term aim: resilience, stewardship, 
cultural identity, and continuity.

Source: CESOSS FY2026–27 Pilot Project plan7



Why does this matter?
Atrisco Acequia Madre Project
Trailhead + future site visioning
Purpose
Celebrate acequia culture while preserving Rio Grande Valley 
agricultural traditions through a community outdoor education 
and recreation site near Central Avenue and the Rio Grande.

Future site features

•Acequia history + culture education area
•Picnic areas, walking paths + ADA pathway
•Revegetation with bosque trees, shrubs + 

grasses
•Trail connections + gathering space for 

community and trail users

Site context: Atrisco Lateral / Central Ave / Rio Grande

Source: Atrisco Acequia Madre Project handout, pages 1–2.

MAKE THIS SITE AN EDUCATIONAL 
OUTDOOR FACILITY 



Working map/infographic: South Valley elementary schools and open spaces along the Sunset + Isleta corridor to the Hubble-Gutierrez House.





HONOR COMMUNITY KNOWLEDGE



PAJARITO LANDMARKS PROJECT

Project at a glance

CESOSS  |  SVRAA  |  Bernalillo County  |  MRGCD

Four landmark signs will create an educational trail 
experience along a one-mile stretch of the Pajarito 
Acequia, connecting physical signage with digital 
stories, audio, maps, and historical imagery.

4
interactive landmark 

signs

1 mile
Durand Open Space to 

Gutierrez-Hubbell House

QR
links to audio, maps, and 

community archives

Draft branding emphasizes community storytelling and local artist design.

Purpose: recognize the Pajarito Acequia as both an 
operating irrigation system and a historic landmark of 
the Atrisco/South Valley community.



PAJARITO LANDMARKS PROJECT

Why the Pajarito Acequia?

CESOSS  |  SVRAA  |  Bernalillo County  |  MRGCD

The Pajarito is one of five ancient acequias in 
the Atrisco community, alongside Arenal, 
Armijo, Los Padillas, and Atrisco.

Community-owned irrigation and 
stewardship infrastructure
A living history of land, water, 
agriculture, and mutual aid

A pilot corridor anchored by public, 
educational, and cultural spaces

A way to make acequia knowledge 
visible for youth, families, and visitors

Project corridor: Durand Open Space to Gutierrez-Hubbell House.



PAJARITO LANDMARKS PROJECT

The landmark path: four story nodes

CESOSS  |  SVRAA  |  Bernalillo County  |  MRGCD

1
Overview & History
Durand Open Space: Pajarito as an old Middle Rio Grande region and 
landmark.

2
Ecology & Convergence

Confluence with the Rubi Lateral: waterways, habitat, cultures.

3
Acequias & Water Rights

CNM South Valley fence line: governance, advocacy, water rights.

4
Land, Water & Spirituality

Cherry Lateral junction: families, farming, local spiritual traditions.



PAJARITO LANDMARKS PROJECT

Sign 1: Overview & History

CESOSS  |  SVRAA  |  Bernalillo County  |  MRGCD

Largest sign
Location: large cottonwood tree and existing bench 
at Durand Open Space. This sign introduces the 
route, the SVRAA acequia map, and Pajarito as a 
landmark of the South Valley. Design intent: locally fabricated metal frame with high-

pressure laminate panel and QR-linked storytelling 
content.



PAJARITO LANDMARKS PROJECT

Sign 2: Ecology & Convergence

CESOSS  |  SVRAA  |  Bernalillo County  |  MRGCD

Theme

Where water, ecology, 
and cultures meet

At the Rubi Lateral confluence, this sign can 
help visitors read the acequia as an ecological 
network: waterways, drains, laterals, riparian 
habitat, and ancient systems embedded in a 
modern urban environment.

Potential digital layer: audio reflections and maps 
showing converging waters and community 
histories.



PAJARITO LANDMARKS PROJECT

Sign 3: Acequias & Water Rights

CESOSS  |  SVRAA  |  Bernalillo County  |  MRGCD

Governance, advocacy, 
and water rights

Located along the CNM South Valley Campus 
fence line, this sign focuses on present-day 
acequia organization and advocacy.

Content can point to legal and community 
frameworks including the Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, roles of mayordomo and comisionados, 
and acequia governance practices.

QR-linked learning



PAJARITO LANDMARKS PROJECT

Sign 4: Land, Water & Spirituality

At the Pajarito Acequia and Cherry 
Lateral junction, this sign becomes both 
a story marker and a wayfinding moment 
toward Gutierrez-Hubbell House.

Theme: farmers, families, local 
traditions, and spiritual relationships 
to acequias, including San Isidro.

Design opportunity: colorful base or additional 
artwork to mark the final node in the corridor.

CESOSS  |  SVRAA  |  Bernalillo County  |  MRGCD



Other Activities in our Plan of Action 2026-2027

Acequia Walk & Talks- Summer 2027 
community and school water literacy

Acequia Limpias- Feb 13
stewardship and community care

Primera Agua- March 21
seasonal water and cultural programming

La Voz + digital outreach
visibility, media, acknowledgment

Public outreach • youth engagement • land, water, and acequia stewardship • cultural 
preservation

CESOSS - MRGCD MOA Operational Crosswalk | 2026-27 03



OUR COMMUNITY IS BETTER WHEN WE ALL WORK TOGETHER. 

FOR THE SAKE OF OUR REGION: LET'S KEEP OUR PREDICAMENT AT 
THE FORE FRONT OF EVERYTHING WE DO. 



CESOSS | Ciclos de la Tierra Initiative

CESOSS framework: community building
Four principles guide how the pilot teaches, convenes, and evaluates impact.

Querencia Deep connection to place.

Mutualismo Responsibility to people, Earth, 
plants, animals, and water.

Self-governance Empowerment, decision-making, 
and community asset management.

Resolana Information exchange and spaces to 
keep connecting.

Source: Conceptual diagram and pilot plan cover page21



Technical Services Update
August 10, 2026

Presented by:
Alicia Lopez, PE
Director of Technical Servies
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Monsoon Operations

Irrigation Distribution Divisions 

Be
fo

re Forecast & prepare 
system conditions

Inspect & repair 
problem areas

D
ur

in
g Manage water 

routing, Request 
mobilization 

Mobilize crews, 
repair/ debris 
clearing

Af
te

r Provide irrigation 
scheduling priorities

Cleanup 
execution



Loretta Road / Alameda 
Intersection Project

Nichols Interior Drain Crossing

Funding Source: Capital Outlay Grant #G3731
Construction: Lopez Precision - $238,687.23

• Included concrete barriers and sidewalk, and reinforced 
culvert with shotcrete channel sloping

• Completed on June 26, 2026



Loretta Road / Alameda 
Intersection Project

• Obtained all five (5) NMDOT certifications on July 23, 
2026

• Coordinating with Bernalillo County and NMDOT to 
schedule a pre-construction meeting.

• Contract Time: 115 Calendar Days

• Anticipated completion: December 2026

Funding Source: Capital Outlay, Capital Development 
Program
Consultant Services: BHI - $111,179.42
Construction: Star Paving - $982,234.38
Partner Agencies: Bernalillo County, NMDOT



Corrales Siphon Project
Funding Source: WTB
Consultant Services: Wilson & Company - $996,527.19 
Construction: Compass Engineering- $7,947,200.76 
(w/NMGRT)

• $3,369,832.68 Funds Expended for 
construction

• Installation of steel pipe casing and 
completed site prep for HDD

• Anticipated Completion: Dec 2026 



Feeder 3 Pump Station
Phase 1
Funding Source: WTB and WaterSMART
Consultant Services: BHI - $286,732.37 
Construction: AUI. Inc. - $3,993,730.21 
(w/NMGRT)

Progress/Work Completed

•  $3,954,784.60 Funds Expended

• Completed installation of transmission 

pipe

Lookahead

• Install 6” ARV and (4) butterfly valves

• Adjusted Contract Completion Date:  

December 31, 2026



QUESTIONS?



Page 1 of 2 

Director Russo Baca Board Reports August 2026 

Report on the 3rd MRG Farmer Survey Advisory Committee Meeting, July 14, 2026. 

The final report for the Middle Rio Grande agricultural water users survey has been published on 

the project website. I appreciate the committee members' thoughtful participation and feedback 

during and after the review meeting. Many of the committee's recommendations were 

incorporated, helping clarify key findings and strengthen both the analysis and presentation of 

the results. 

A half-day stakeholder workshop is planned for the morning of September 22, 2026, to present 

the survey results and discuss their implications for future agricultural water management in the 

basin. The workshop will bring together representatives from federal and state agencies, local 

water entities, conservation and community organizations, and agricultural stakeholders. The 

discussion will focus on the survey findings, opportunities to improve water management 

strategies, and priorities for future action. MRG Farmer Survey 

Report on the Farmers for Future Farmers Meeting, July 14, 2026. 

The group continued planning how Farmers for Future Farmers can expand its impact in support 

of local agriculture. The next monthly meeting is scheduled for August 11, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at 

the 4 Daughters office. Jason Casuga and other MRGCD staff are expected to join the discussion. 

The meeting will focus on identifying the most important issues facing local farmers, 

strengthening outreach to producers, promoting the group, and increasing community 

involvement. The discussion is intended to help establish the next practical steps and broaden 

support for local farmers throughout the Middle Rio Grande Valley. 

Report on the VCSWCD Monthly Meeting, July 16, 2026. 

Director Russo Baca attended the Valencia Soil and Water Conservation District monthly 

meeting and provided updates on current water conditions and MRGCD partnership activities. 

Report on the NM ISC Meeting, July 23, 2026. 

The New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission staff report reflected exceptionally difficult 

conditions in the Upper and Middle Rio Grande Basin. As of July 6, approximately 44 percent of 

the Rio Grande between Cochiti and Elephant Butte - nearly 87 miles - was dry. This included 

11.2 miles in the Albuquerque reach, 28.9 miles in the Isleta reach, and 47.1 miles in the San 

Acacia reach. June irrigation releases were largely limited to Pueblo lands served by Prior and 

Paramount water. Through June 30, 7,938 acre-feet of Prior and Paramount water had been 

released, with 19,479 acre-feet remaining in storage for Pueblo irrigation needs. 

Preliminary Rio Grande Compact accounting showed New Mexico with an accrued debit of 

approximately 132,000 acre-feet. Low snowpack, high temperatures, and very dry conditions 

continued to make required deliveries difficult. Article VII restrictions remained in effect, 

preventing storage of native water in El Vado Reservoir except for Prior and Paramount water 

reserved for the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos. At the end of June, total storage was 

approximately 52,129 acre-feet at Heron, 24,035 acre-feet at El Vado, and 108,469 acre-feet at 

Appendix IX

https://mrgsurvey.unm.edu/
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Abiquiu. Usable native Rio Grande water in Elephant Butte and Caballo reservoirs was 

approximately 86,300 acre-feet. 

NMISC and the Bureau of Reclamation also finalized an interagency charter to coordinate 

sustainable river-channel sediment transport and water-conveyance projects in the Middle Rio 

Grande. Planned FY2027 work includes a channel-conveyance project near River Mile 161, 

downstream of the Highway 6 bridge in Los Lunas. The interagency team is also working with 

MRGCD on monitoring completed projects for vegetation management, channel function, 

system response, and ecosystem impacts. 

Report on the Urban Issues Advisory Committee Meeting, July 27, 2026. 

The Urban Issues Advisory Committee emphasized that MRGCD should be understood and 

managed as a connected ecosystem. Water-management decisions affect agriculture, irrigation, 

bosque health, groundwater recharge, recreation, wildlife habitat, fire risk, and both urban and 

rural communities. Members discussed the value of keeping water near the river and on 

agricultural land, the multiple public benefits supported by irrigation, and the need to reduce 

depletions while preserving those benefits. 

Education and public understanding emerged as leading priorities. Members recommended 

developing a Flood Irrigation 101 course or flyer for real estate professionals and new property 

owners, expanding youth pathways into agriculture and natural-resource careers, and improving 

public communication about how farmers and agricultural water support the valley's recreation, 

landscapes, habitat, and community identity. Other priorities included improving access to 

bosque in the South Valley, stabilizing the agricultural water supply, exploring opportunities to 

reactivate inactive acequias, and considering a "Brought to You by a Middle Rio Grande Farmer" 

outreach campaign. 

MRGCD staff will provide graphs and reports showing long-term changes in diversions, water 

demand, and water use; distribute the District's bosque FAQs for committee review; explore 

presentations to neighborhood associations; and continue developing irrigation education for new 

property owners, real estate professionals, and prospective irrigators.  

Report on the RG6-Pueblo Coalition Meeting, August 6, 2026. 

Jason Casuga, Anne Marken, and Casey Ish presented MRGCD updates to the RG6-Pueblo 

Coalition. Their participation supported continued coordination and information-sharing between 

the District and the coalition. 

  



MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Casey Ish, Director of Lands and Conservation 

Date: September 10, 2026 

Re: Consideration/Approval of Executed Licenses for August 2026 

Summary: MRGCD EXECUTED the following licenses for August 2026 

1. 126-2026 – License with Comcast of New Mexico, LLC to install and maintain an aerial
utility crossing within the Armijo Acequia right-of-way

2. 159-2026 – License to maintain an existing 96’ Ø x 24’ arched CMP culvert crossing
within the Old Jarales Acequia right-of-way to serve MRGCD Map 102 Tract 120, in
the care of current owner(s) and their successors and/or assigns

3. 178-2026 – Special Use License with the Kiwanis Club of Corrales for the Corrales
Ditch Run

4. 180-2026 – Special Use License with Nero Veloce Bicycle Team for bicycle races

5. 191-2026_AMD1 (047-2026) – Special Use License with Nero Veloce Bicycle Team to
change event dates

6. 192-2026 – Special Use License with Alejandro Varela for temporary access to MRGCD
Map 63 Quarter Horse Estates Subdivision, Lt 3, for livestock operations

7. 195-2026_AMD1(109-2026) – Special Use License with Geolines, LLC. to extend
original expiration date.

8. 197-2026 – Special Use License with Thomas Lakeman for temporary irrigation access

9. 209-2026 – Special Use License with EDM International, Inc. to conduct maintenance
on Sun Zia structures

10. 211-2026 – Special Use License with Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility
Authority for collecting water samples at the laterals. Outfalls, and drains in the
Albuquerque Reach to inform a total dissolved solids analysis.

11. 220-2026 – Special Use License with Tristate General Contractors to discharge
groundwater from dewatering operations into the Los Chavez Drain per the Belen, NM
Store No. 01414-001 Walmart fuel station project
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MRGCD BOARD MEETING (9-9-2026) 
     

1.         Heron Summary 
     

Content:        28,908  ac-ft (9/9/2026)  
Azotea Tunnel:                  0   cfs   
Total SJ-C Inflow (2026):        32,546  ac-ft   
Currently Releasing:                35  cfs   
Current MRGCD Storage:          5,449  ac-ft   

                                                   
2.         El Vado Summary 
     

Content:        16,756  ac-ft (9/9/2026)  
Rio Grande Storage:          2,757  ac-ft   
MRGCD SJ-C Storage:          1,215  ac-ft   
P&P:          2,757  ac-ft   
Other SJ-C Contractors:        12,784  ac-ft   
Current Release:              100  cfs RG Inflow: 10-20 cfs 

     
3.         Abiquiu Summary 
     

Content:      111,334  ac-ft (9/9/2026)  
MRGCD SJ-C Storage:                  0   ac-ft   
P&P:          1,294  ac-ft        

Total Supplemental Water Released (2026):          2,415  ac-ft        
Precipitation to date for Water Year 2026 to 9/9 (% Median; NRCS SNOTEL) 
     

Rio Chama Basin…................................. 70%    

Upper Rio Grande Basin…..................... 80%    

Sangre de Cristo Basin…........................ 63%    

Jemez Basin…........................................ 75%    

San Juan River Basin…........................... 87%    
 

• P&P storage reached a maximum of 27,029 ac-ft on May 12, and irrigation releases 
began May 23. Approximately 20,749 ac-ft have been released so far and 4,052 ac-ft 
remaining in storage. 

• The Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority, the Middle Rio Grande 
Conservancy District, and Audubon Southwest released 2,000 ac-ft in total of San 
Juan-Chama Project water from Abiquiu Dam from August 31 to September 3. It was 
intended to recharge shallow groundwater along the river corridor in the 
Albuquerque area and help save trees in the cottonwood forest adjacent to the river. 
Although it rewet all but about 2 miles of dry riverbed, drying quickly advanced to 
limits before the release. 



• On Tuesday, September 8 there was a total of 118.65 miles of river drying. The 
Angostura reach had 11.36 miles dry in a single segment. The Isleta reach had 38.25 
miles dry in three segments, and there were 69.04 river miles dry in the San Acacia 
reach in two segments, with the downstream extent near the Elephant Butte 
Reservoir pool. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Human Resources  

Date: September 14, 2026 

Re: Introduction of New Hires and Job/Title Changes 

General Office 
MARY ZAMORA HUMAN RESOURCES GENERALIST I PROMOTION 08/31/2026 

Belen Division       
ERIC BAKER MEDIUM EQUIPMENT OPERATOR PROMOTION 08/31/2026 

KEVIN SCOVILL HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 09/14/2026 

Cochiti Division      
MAURICIO PIZANO ARVIZU MECHANIC 09/14/2026 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Richard DeLoia, Chief Procurement Officer 

Date: September 9th, 2026 

Re: Consideration/Approval – Pump Station Feeder 3 

 Summary: MRGCD staff is requesting approval of the Pump Station for Feeder 3 Project, formally done by the 
Request for Bid process in compliance with the State of NM Procurement code, dated September 9th, 2026. Funded 
through the Water Smart Grant #G3747 and Water Trust Board Grant #G3748.      

 Staff Recommendation: MRGCD Staff have accepted the request for bid process and are recommending award 
to the lowest responsible bidder Alpha Southwest, in the amount of $1,811,382.00 including NMGRT.  

Due to use of federal grant funding and the specialized nature of the pumps, purchase is contingent on and will 
move forward upon approval of a Build America, Buy America (BABAA) Waiver. The waiver is currently 
submitted and under consideration by the Bureau of Reclamation. 

BIDDER TOTAL BID WITH NMGRT 

ALPHA SOUTHWEST $1,811,382.00 

11a
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Richard DeLoia, Chief Procurement Officer 

Date: September 2nd, 2026 

Re: Consideration/Approval – Unified Fire Levee Road Maintenance and Access Clearing 

 Summary: MRGCD staff is requesting approval of the Unified Fire Levee Road Maintenance and Access Clearing, 
Funded through the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission Grant #A23H2373 / G3753.  

 Staff Recommendation: MRGCD Staff are recommending award to Lanford Excavation LLC in the amount of 
$164,575.68 including NMGRT at 6.6250%. This project will be awarded per State of NM Price Agreement, 
Contract #40-00000-24-00062.   

VENDOR TOTAL WITH NMGRT 

LANFORD EXCAVATION LLC. $164,575.68 
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426 Canada de la Cruz, Monticello, NM 87939  |  NM Contractor Lic. #404405  |  NM GSD SPA Vendor #40-00000-24-00062 

COST PROPOSAL 
Levee Road Maintenance, Reclamation & Access Clearing — West, East & North Levee 
Roads 

NM GSD SPA #40-00000-24-00062 — Ecological Restoration Projects (Vendor Code AE) 

 

Date: July 12, 2026     Prepared For: Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District (MRGCD) 
Prepared By: Dick Lanford, Owner/Principal — Lanford Excavation LLC     Project Size: 9 miles, 3 phases     Location: 
West, East & North Levee Roads, Middle Rio Grande corridor 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION & SCOPE 
Levee road maintenance, reclamation, and vegetation-clearing work across three phases along MRGCD's West, East, and 
North levee roads, totaling 9 miles, performed in direct support of MRGCD's ecological restoration work in the adjacent 
bosque/riparian treatment areas. These levee roads are the access route into the restoration units and carry the tub 
grinder and air curtain incinerator used to process and dispose of slash generated by that restoration work (the same 
disposal chain priced under Items 21/46 on Lanford's Forest Management SPA). West Side (2 mi) is post-project 
reclamation of the road running surface following completed restoration work. East Side (5 mi) and North Side (2 mi) 
provide the running surface and clearance needed to move tub grinder/incinerator equipment and support vehicles to 
active treatment areas; only the North segment requires mechanical cutting to clear vegetation obstructing that access. 
Per-mile scope includes blading/shaping the road crown, cleaning roadside ditches, and hauling/placing MRGCD-
furnished fill material; the North segment additionally includes dozer/excavator clearing of the road prism and staging 
areas. 

Key Assumptions (please confirm/adjust) 
• Road maintenance is priced under this Ecological Restoration SPA because these levee roads provide the access route into 

the restoration treatment areas and carry tub grinder/incinerator equipment used to process slash from that same 
restoration work — the road work is performed in direct support of, and as a precondition for, the ecological restoration 
itself. 

• Rates below are Lanford Excavation's own awarded prices on SPA #40-00000-24-00062 (“Ecological Restoration Projects,” 
Vendor Code AE) — per-hour, all-inclusive of wages, equipment, travel, and per diem. 

• Item 24 (Road Maintenance) and Item 1 (Mechanical Cutting) are each billed as a single crew-hour rate covering all 
machines operating under that item at once, consistent with prior SPA billing (see Living Stream proposal). Hours include 
overhead and safety, since the Price Agreement has no separate overhead line item. 

• MRGCD furnishes and loads fill material at a designated stockpile/pit; Lanford hauls, places, and compacts. Compaction is 
performed but not lab-tested for density. 

• Item 1 (Mechanical Cutting) applies only to the North segment — dozer/excavator clearing for equipment access, not full 
disposal or off-site mastication of felled trees. 

• Mobilization (Item 31, $8.00/mi) uses a placeholder 50-mile one-way distance pending confirmation of the actual distance 
from Lanford's equipment yard to each segment. 

• Project Management (Item 30, $85.00/hr) is not billed separately — assumes Dick is on-site directing the work. 
• GRT priced at 6.625% (NM state 4.875% + unincorporated Valencia County 1.75%), consistent with the other Valencia 

County MRGCD proposals — confirm if these levee segments sit in a different jurisdiction or if MRGCD's exempt status 
applies. 

STANDARD RATE — PER MILE (PHASES 1 & 2: WEST, EAST) 
Grading, drainage, and MRGCD-furnished fill placement only — no vegetation clearing required on these segments. 

Line Item Unit Rate Basis 

SPA Item 24 — Road Maintenance (grading, compaction, water 
truck, fill hauling/placement, overhead & safety) $500.00/hr 32 hr 

SPA Item 31 — Mobilization (round-trip travel, placeholder 
mileage) $8.00/mi 50 mi* 

Direct SPA Cost (pre-GRT)  $16,400.00 

NM GRT (6.625%)  $1,086.50 

TOTAL — Standard Rate (per mile)  $17,486.50 



426 Canada de la Cruz, Monticello, NM 87939  |  NM Contractor Lic. #404405  |  NM GSD SPA Vendor #40-00000-24-00062 

ACCESS CLEARING RATE — PER MILE (PHASE 3: NORTH) 
All Standard Rate scope above, plus dozer/excavator vegetation clearing to open equipment access. 

Line Item Unit Rate Basis 

SPA Item 24 — Road Maintenance (grading, compaction, water 
truck, fill hauling/placement, overhead & safety) $500.00/hr 32 hr 

SPA Item 1 — Mechanical Cutting (dozer/excavator vegetation 
clearing for access) $300.00/hr 11.25 hr 

SPA Item 31 — Mobilization (round-trip travel, placeholder 
mileage) $8.00/mi 50 mi* 

Direct SPA Cost (pre-GRT)  $19,775.00 

NM GRT (6.625%)  $1,310.09 

TOTAL — Access Clearing Rate (per mile)  $21,085.09 

REFERENCE TOTAL — 9 MILES, 3 PHASES 
This is a unit-price bid — final payment is based on miles actually completed at the rates above 

Phase / Segment Rate Amount 

Phase 1 — West (Reclamation) 2 mi × $17,486.50 $34,973.00 

Phase 2 — East (Access) 5 mi × $17,486.50 $87,432.50 

Phase 3 — North (Access + Clearing) 2 mi × $21,085.09 $42,170.18 

REFERENCE TOTAL  $164,575.68 
 



 

Unified Fire Levee Road Maintenance and Access Clearing  

The Unified Fire in March of 2026 burned approximately 300 acres of bosque in Valencia County.  The fire affected both 

sides of the river and consumed critical endangered species habitat as well as destroyed habitat around the Lower Peralta 

(LP 2) Strategic Outfall. In order to start restoration of the area, the levee road must be repaired to allow heavy machinery 

to access the burn scar. Needed equipment includes front loader, excavator, tub grinder, and air curtain burner. Currently, 

the levee is very sandy with deep ruts, making moving large machines on trailers and transport difficult or impossible. The 

three access points have been identified based on treatment needs. The southwest and southeast levee will receive   

standard material placement and grading. The Standard Rate of $17,468.50 per miles applies to a total of seven miles, two 

miles on the west and five miles on the east. The northeast levee will need to have overgrown vegetation removed from 

the levee before material placement and grading can begin. The Access Clearing Rate of $21,085.09 per miles applies to a 

total of two miles. The total for nine miles of improved access is $164,575.68.  
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Pam Fanelli, CFO, Finance 

Date: September 14, 2026 

Re: Consideration/Approval Resolution BA-09-14-26-118 

Summary: 

Resolution BA-09-14-26-118 authorizes a budget amendment to the FY2027 Grant Fund and Capital Investment 

Fund (07-01-26 to 06-30-27). The amendment increases the FY2027 budget to account for remaining funding 

associated with the Loretta Road grant. The grant was originally budgeted in FY2026; however, the encumbered 

funds were liquidated at year-end and were not re-budgeted for FY2027. 

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends that the Board of Directors approve this budget amendment. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 1 

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 2 
 3 

Adoption of Amended Budget for Fiscal Year 2027 (07-01-26 to 06-30-27) 4 

Grant and Capital Investment Fund 5 
 6 

No. BA-09-14-26-118 7 

 8 

WHEREAS, staff of the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, State of New Mexico 9 

("MRGCD"), has developed a budget for fiscal year 2026/2027; and 10 
 11 

WHEREAS, the budget was adopted by the Governing Body of the Middle Rio Grande 12 

Conservancy District on May 11, 2026; and 13 
 14 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Division of the Department of Finance and 15 

Administration approved said budget; and 16 

 17 

  WHEREAS, the original budget requires an amendment to update appropriations for 18 

revenues and expenditures in the Grant and Capital Investment Fund; and 19 

 20 

 WHEREAS, the following adjustments will be made in Fiscal Year 2027: 21 

 22 

Fund Project Project Name   
Budget 
Amount 

8 G3729 LORETTA ROAD PH.2 Grant not budgeted in FY27  
  Add Grant Revenue          525,000.00  

  Add Grant Expenditures          525,000.00  

  
 

 
 

8 G3757 LORETTA ROAD Grant not budgeted in FY27  
  Add Grant Revenue          118,972.00  

  Add Grant Expenditures          118,972.00  

  
 

 
 

8 M3729 LORETTA ROAD PH.2 Match not budgeted in FY27  
 

 Add Grant Expenditures          442,668.96  

 
 Add Transfer Revenue  

 
        442,668.96  

9 M3729 Add Transfer Expense           442,668.96  

 23 

 24 

 25 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors, being the 26 

Governing Body of the MRGCD, approves the amendment to the Fiscal Year 2027 budget and 27 

instructs the Chief Executive Officer and the Chief Financial Officer to submit the amended 28 

budget to the Local Government Division of the Department of Finance and Administration for 29 

approval.  30 
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 31 
RESOLVED: in session this 14th day of September 2026. 32 

 33 

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 34 
 35 
 36 
 37 

  John P. Kelly, Chairman 
 
  

  

Colin T. Baugh, Vice Chairman  Stephanie Russo Baca, Director 

 
  

  

J. Chris Lopez, Director  Michael T. Sandoval, Director 

 
 
  

  

Brian Jiron, Director  Karen Dunning, Director 
 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  

  

Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CGFM   

Secretary-Treasurer/CFO   

 38 
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Finance Department
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, New Mexico
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