
 

 

Agenda 
For Presentation at the 

2,236th Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District 

 
June 8, 2026 – 3:00 p.m. 

 
Zoom Meeting Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/2765069278?pwd=V2d0SWppTkxGTTFMb0g5RFhmeERjZz09 
Meeting ID: 276 506 9278 and Passcode: 504470 

MRGCD General Office * 1931 Second Street SW * Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Meetings are held on second Mondays/month. Any questions please call the Board Liaison at (505) 247-0234. 

For more information, visit our website at www.mrgcd.com 
 

All items on Agenda are Subject to Action and times shown are approximate and are subject to change . 

3:00 1. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3:01 2. Approval of the Agenda 
 

3:03 3. Consent Agenda 
 a. Consideration/Approval of Payment Ratification – May 2026 

b. Consideration/Approval of May 2026 Invoices for Wiggins, Williams & Wesenberg, PC 
c. Consideration/Approval of May 2026 Invoices for Spencer Fane LLP 

d. Consideration/Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Board Meeting – May 11, 2026 

e. Memo on MRGCD Approved Licenses for May 2026 (For Informational Purposes Only) 
 

 
 
 
 

3:05 4. Discussion on DRAFT Resolution Concerning Priority of El Vado Storage Rights 

a. 6-Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Coalition 
 

3:25 5. Report(s) from the Water Operations  

a. Report on Water Supply Conditions – Anne Marken, River Operations & Telemetry Manager 

b. Report on Water Distribution – Matt Martinez, Irrigation Distribution Manager 
 

4:05 6. Items from the Floor (Comments are limited to three (3) minutes) 
 

4:20 7. Report(s) from the Department of the Interior 

a. Bureau of Reclamation – John Irizarry-Nazario, Deputy Area Manager 

b. Bureau of Indian Affairs – Patrick Taber, Acting Designated Engineer 
 

4:40 8. Report(s) from the Director of Human Resources – Christine L. Nardi, MBA 

a. Introduction of MRGCD New Hires 

b. Employee Recognition  
 

5:00 9. Report(s) from the Director of Lands & Conservation – Casey Ish 

a. Report on Urban Issues Committee Meeting review of the Cabezon Channel Easement Appraisal, June 
8, 2026 – Casey Ish, Director of Lands & Conservation, Amanda Molina, Director of Communications, 
Vice Chair Baugh, Directors Dunning and Russo Baca 

b. Discussion of DRAFT Resolution Concerning Water Rights Acquisition Policy  – Casey Ish, Director of 
Lands & Conservation 

 

5:20 10. Report(s) from the Secretary-Treasurer/CFO – Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CGFM 

a. Consideration/Approval of Resolution M-06-08-26-227 for the Setting Rate for Water Delivered to the 
La Joya Acequia for the 2027 Irrigation Season 

b. Consideration/Approval of Resolution M-06-08-26-238 Adopting the 2028-2032 Infrastructure Capital 
Improvement Plan (ICIP) – Rebecca Thompson, Jr. Accountant 
 

5:40 11. Report(s) from the Chief Engineer/CEO – Jason M. Casuga, P.E. 

a. Report on the Law of the Colorado River Annual Conference, May 18-19, 2026, Jason M. Casuga, Chief 
Engineer/CEO and Director Russo Baca 

https://zoom.us/j/2765069278?pwd=V2d0SWppTkxGTTFMb0g5RFhmeERjZz09
http://www.mrgcd.com/


 

THE PUBLISHING OF THIS AGENDA DOES NOT PRECLUDE THE CONSIDERATION OF OTHER MATTERS.  
If you are an individual with a disability who needs a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or meeting, please contact the Board Liaison at (505) 

247-0234 at least one (1) week prior to the meeting or as soon as possible. Public documents, including the agenda and minutes can be provided in various formats. 

b. Report on MRGCD’s Sandoval County Community & Farmers Informational Meeting, May 28, 2026 - 
Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO, Chairman Kelly, Vice Chair Baugh, Directors Dunning, Sandoval, 
Lopez and Russo Baca 

c. Report on MRGCD’s Bernalillo County Community & Farmers Informational Meeting, June 4, 2026 - 
Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO, Chairman Kelly, Vice Chair Baugh, Directors Dunning, Sandoval, 
Lopez, and Russo Baca 

d. Report on 6-Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Coalition Meeting, June 5, 2026 – Jason M. Casuga, Chief 
Engineer/CEO and Director Russo Baca   

e. Information on Upcoming Events: 
1. MRGCD’s Community and Farmers Informational Meetings 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

a. June 18, 2026, Valencia County – Village of Los Lunas Train Station Auditorium  
b. June 24, 2026, Socorro County – City of Socorro Convention Center 

2. CESOSS’ 2026 Acequia Walk & Talks Series 
a. June 13, 2026 – Ranchos de Atrisco: Acequia Madre headwaters 
b. July 11, 2026 – Arenal Acequia: Vecinos del Bosque neighborhood 
c. August 22, 2026 – Los Padillas Acequia 
d. September 5, 2026 – Armijo: Sanchez Farm Open Space 
e. October 24, 2026 – Pajarito: Durand Open Space 

3. Present MRGCD’s First Quarterly Update on the Atrisco Acequia Madre Project at the 
Bernalillo County Commission Administrative Meeting, June 23, 2026: Albuquerque, NM 

4. Coalition of Rio Grande Water Users Annual Conference, September 16-18, 2026: Tamaya 
Resort, Pueblo of Santa Ana  

5. Tribal Water Law Annual Conference, September 28-29, 2026: Santa Fe, NM  
6. New Mexico Water Law Annual Conference, October 8-9, 2026: Santa Fe, NM  

 

6:00 12. Report(s) from the MRGCD Attorney(s) – Chief Water Counsel or General Counsel 
 

6:15 13. Report(s) from the Board 

a. Report on Farmers for Future Farmers Meeting, May 12, 2026 – Director Russo Baca 

b. Report on the NM Water Dialogue’s 31st Annual Meeting, May 14, 2026 – Directors Sandoval and Russo 
Baca 

c. Report on Valencia County Soil and Water Conservation District Regular Board Meeting, May 21, 2026 – 
Director Russo Baca 

d. Report on the Rio Grande Basin Study Agriculture Committee Meeting, May 22, 2026 – Director 
Russo Baca 

e. Report on Congressman Vasquez’s Agriculture Advisory Group Meeting, June 2, 2026 – Director 
Russo Baca 

6:30 14. Executive Session 

a. NMSA 1978 Open Meetings Act, Section 10-15-1(H)2  
1. Limited Personnel Matters 

b. NMSA 1978 Open Meetings Act, Section 10-15-1(H)7  
1. Threatened or Pending Litigation 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

 

To:   Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through:  Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From:   Tarah Jaramillo, Executive Assistant 

Date:   June 8, 2026 

Re:   Consideration/Approval of the Consent Agenda. 

 
The Consent Agenda includes the MRGCD check book for the month, both legal counsel’s invoices, the 
minutes from the Board of Directors regular meeting, and for your information, a list of the approved 
MRGCD licenses for May. 
 

a. Consideration/Approval of Payment Ratification – May 2026 

b. Consideration/Approval of May 2026 Invoice for Wiggins, Williams & Wesenberg, PC 

c. Consideration/Approval of May 2026 Invoices for Spencer Fane LLP 

d. Consideration/Approval of the Minutes for the Regular Board Meeting – May 2026 

e. Memo on MRGCD Approved Licenses for may 2026 (For Informational Purposes Only) 

 
Staff Recommendation is to approve the above items within the Consent Agenda. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
June 08, 2026

Payments for the Period May 01, 2026 through May 31, 2026

Warrant Vendor Name  Amount Description Location

EFT NEW MEXICO TAXATION &  
   REVENUE DEPARTMENT

25,433.00       APRIL 2026 WITHHOLDING TAX 

EFT OHIO DEPT. OF JOB & FAMILY       
   SERVICES 256.50      OHIO DISAB. & UNEMPLOYMENT - QTR. 1 

EFT PAYROLL 376,714.47      PAY PERIOD 09
EFT PERA 139,093.89      PAY PERIOD 09
EFT IRS 51,358.75      PAY PERIOD 09
EFT VOYA DEFERRED COMP 8,944.49      PAY PERIOD 09

EFT PAYROLL 371,150.35      PAY PERIOD 10
EFT PERA 139,492.19      PAY PERIOD 10
EFT IRS 50,995.49      PAY PERIOD 10
EFT VOYA DEFERRED COMP 8,944.49      PAY PERIOD 10

EFT PAYROLL 396,472.66      PAY PERIOD 11
EFT PERA 139,372.26      PAY PERIOD 11
EFT IRS 53,955.94      PAY PERIOD 11
EFT VOYA DEFERRED COMP 8,944.49      PAY PERIOD 11

TOTAL PAYROLL 1,771,128.97 

158372 ZUNI, JUSTIN E 180.00 VOIDED CHECK DATED 05.08.26

158231 AFSCME COUNCIL 18 2,279.04 PAYROLL UNION DUES GENERAL FUND
158232 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF NM 10,610.90 DENTAL INSURANCE GENERAL FUND
158233 STATE OF NEW MEXICO 1,372.71 PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158234 CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE 202,175.80 HEALTH INSURANCE GENERAL FUND
158235 COMCAST HOLDING CORP. 1,020.08 VOIP/INTERNET INFORMATION SYSTEMS
158236 HM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 1,448.55 VISION INSURANCE GENERAL FUND
158237 INDIANA DEPT. OF CHILD SERVICES 472.00 PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158238 PRE-PAID LEGAL SERVICES, INC. 583.55 LEGAL SHIELD GENERAL FUND
158239 MRGCD PETTY CASH 37.60 JANITORIAL SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION
158240 PNM ELECTRIC SERVICES 373.17 ELECTRICITY ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

662.94 ELECTRICITY BELEN DIVISION
158241 RAKS BUILDING SUPPLY 18.24 HYDROLOGY SUPPLIES WATER OPERATIONS

22.99 SAFETY SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION
158242 TX CHILD SUPPORT SDU 260.31 PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158243 UNUM LIFE INSURANCE 13,320.86 LIFE/DISABILITY INS GENERAL FUND
158244 VALENCIA COUNTY CLERK 25.00 RELEASE OF LIEN ACCOUNTING
158245 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 37.76 FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

13.48 PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
382.38 PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
911.87 PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION

2,631.70 R&R BUCKET - UNIT 67305 SOCORRO DIVISION
158246 ABCWUA 406.03 WATER/SEWER/REFUSE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158247 ACTION HOSE, INC. 17.84 KAWASAKI MULE SPRAY HOSE COCHITI DIVISION

262.79 PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
192.20 PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION

158248 ALBUQUERQUE POWER EQUIPMENT 30.51 CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
31.16 PARTS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
5.38 PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

158249 ALBUQUERQUE PUBLISHING 78.43 LEGAL AD PURCHASING
52.81 LEGAL AD VALENCIA COUNTY ARROYO PURCHASING

158250 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 179.99 HYDROLOGY SUPPLIES WATER OPERATIONS
19.79 OFFICE SUPPLIES ACCOUNTING

9.98 OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE
193.49 SAFETY SUPPLIES SAFETY DEPARTMENT
108.99 SHOP/WELD TOOLS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

158251 ADVANCED NETWORK MGMT 726.47 SERVICE MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS
158252 AWARDS ETC. LLC 10.00 OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

130.00 PLAQUES GENERAL FUND
158253 BLACK ROCK SERVICES, LLC. 7,144.64 CRUSHER FINES RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT
158254 BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 49,911.00 SURVEY & NEST MONITORING GENERAL FUND
158255 C & E CONCRETE, INC 891.00 CONCRETE/SHOTCRETE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

1,684.00 CONCRETE/SHOTCRETE BELEN DIVISION

Checks
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MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
June 08, 2026

Payments for the Period May 01, 2026 through May 31, 2026

Warrant Vendor Name  Amount Description Location

158256 CASTLE BRANCH, INC. 445.10                          EMPLOYEE SCREENING HUMAN RESOURCES
158257 CENTURY EQUIPMENT RENTALS 1,467.01                       PARTS & REPAIRS - UNIT 8425.22 SOCORRO DIVISION

1,682.07                       PARTS & REPAIRS- UNIT 8425.21 SOCORRO DIVISION
158258 CENTURY LINK 103.22                          VOIP/INTERNET BELEN DIVISION
158259 CITY OF BELEN 2,526.87                       WATER/SEWER/REFUSE BELEN DIVISION
158260 CITY OF SOCORRO 205.07                          NATURAL GAS SOCORRO DIVISION

244.67                          WATER/SEWER/REFUSE SOCORRO DIVISION
158261 CLARK TRUCK EQUIPMENT 560.00                          KAWASAKI MULE LIGHTS COCHITI DIVISION
158262 CONCRETE SYSTEMS INC 369.60                          SNAP TIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158263 AMCCD ENTERPRISES LLC 95.96                            BAR OIL INVENTORY
158264 CONTINENTAL BATTERY COMPANY 163.82                          BATTERIES BELEN DIVISION

72.93                            BATTERIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158265 CRITTERS OIL CHANGE, LLC. 170.00                          OIL CHANGE BELEN DIVISION

85.00                            OIL CHANGE WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158266 DESERT GREENS EQUIPMENT 72.62                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158267 DOCUSIGN, INC. 5,383.94                       ESIGNATURE RENEWAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS
158268 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 379.03                          BATTERIES SOCORRO DIVISION

42.98                            MISC PARTS SOCORRO DIVISION
206.42                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

158269 EXPRESS AUTO GLASS 850.00                          WINDOW TINT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
600.00                          WINDOW TINT COCHITI DIVISION

158270 FEDEX 97.00                            POSTAGE GENERAL FUND
27.09                            POSTAGE WATER OPERATIONS

158271 GALLEGOS, FILEMON 164.00                          RODENT MANAGEMENT BELEN DIVISION
158272 GENUINE NAPA AUTO PARTS 88.37                            PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

29.98                            SHOP/WELD TOOLS BELEN DIVISION
158273 GOVERNMENT PORTFOLIO ADVISORS 1,129.15                       INVESTMENT FEES ACCOUNTING
158274 GLOBAL POWER SPORTS, LLC. 261.68                          OIL CHANGE SOCORRO DIVISION

304.37                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158275 GRAINGER 34.72                            PARTS & REPAIRS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158276 PURVIS INDUSTRIES, LLC 5,580.24                       CABLE INVENTORY
158277 INDEPENDENT RADIATOR SERVICE CORP 601.80                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158278 JPR DECORATIVE GRAVEL, INC. 278.40                          TURNOUTS COCHITI DIVISION
158279 MARQUEZ, DENNIS M 940.03                          RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158280 NAJMI, YASMEEN 548.44                          RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158281 NAPA AUTO PARTS 25.36                            KAWASAKI MULE LIGHTS COCHITI DIVISION

216.08                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
77.70                            SAFETY SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

310.09                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158282 NED'S PIPE & STEEL 113.99                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION
158283 NEW MEXICO GAS COMPANY 47.06                            NATURAL GAS BELEN DIVISION
158284 NEW MEXICO TRACTOR SALES 2,276.25                       DIAGNOSE & REPAIR - UNIT 47023 SOCORRO DIVISION
158285 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS 164.98                          SAFETY SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

6.91                              SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
203.88                          STABILIZERS BELEN DIVISION

158286 CONCENTRA MEDICAL CENTERS 163.60                          PHYSICALS BELEN DIVISION
261.54                          PHYSICALS EXEC TEAM

158287 PENA BLANCA WATER & SANITATION 94.19                            WATER/SEWER/REFUSE COCHITI DIVISION
158288 POWER FORD 299.23                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

231.71                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
257.51                          PARTS & REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

158289 RAIN FOR RENT 66,939.87                      CORRALES PUMP RENTALS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158290 RANDY'S ACE HARDWARE 61.64                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION
158291 ROBERTS TRUCK CENTER 184.57                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158292 SOPYN, GREG 1,012.00                       RODENT MANAGEMENT BELEN DIVISION
158293 SOUTHERN TIRE MART, LLC 271.72                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

746.95                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
346.66                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

158294 COX AMERICAN CAR CARE 162.61                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158295 TAS SECURITY SYSTEMS INC 40.24                            SECURITY SERVICES BELEN DIVISION
158296 THOMPSON SAFETY, LLC. 168.00                          N95 MASKS INVENTORY

114.10                          SAFETY SUPPLIES SAFETY DEPARTMENT
158297 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC 667.28                          TIME & ATTENDANCE IMPLEMENTATION HUMAN RESOURCES
158298 UNIFORMS & MORE LLC 114.00                          RETIREES GARMENTS HUMAN RESOURCES
158299 UTILITY TRAILER INTERSTATE 185.82                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158300 VERIZON WIRELESS SERVICES 9,273.67                       WIRELESS SERVICE ALL DEPTS./DIVISIONS
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MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
June 08, 2026

Payments for the Period May 01, 2026 through May 31, 2026

Warrant Vendor Name  Amount Description Location

158301 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 249,659.60                    LARGE SIZE DOZER WITH RIPPER SETUP COCHITI DIVISION
158302 AUTOMATED SPEED ENFORCEMENT 100.00                          CITATION GENERAL FUND
158303 BERNALILLO COUNTY CLERK 25.00                            RELEASE OF LIEN ACCOUNTING
158304 BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 115,952.75                    O&M RESERVED WORKS - EL VADO CONTRACT PAYMENTS
158305 ERDMANN, BRITTNEY 51.75                            WATER LARDERS WORKSHOP RUIDOSO WATER OPERATIONS
158306 FORRESTER & ASSOCIATES, LLC 58,910.31                      NEW BELEN PHASE 2 GRANTS FUND
158307 HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICE 305.08                          HYDROLOGY SUPPLIES WATER OPERATIONS

29.97                            JANITORIAL SUPPLIES COCHITI DIVISION
59.94                            LIGHT BULBS GENERAL OFFICE

140.76                          MISC. PARTS/SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
84.90                            SAFETY SUPPLIES COCHITI DIVISION

184.71                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
115.96                          VEGETATION CONTROL COCHITI DIVISION

158308 SANCHEZ COLLISION & RESTORATION 8,776.36                       CLAIM REPAIRS UNIT 80029 WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158309 SOCORRO ELECTRIC CO-OP 595.11                          ELECTRICITY SOCORRO DIVISION

8,288.41                       PUMP ELECTRICITY SOCORRO DIVISION
158310 THOMPSON, REBECCA 564.00                          SPRING 2026 TUITION REIMBURSEMENT ACCOUNTING
158311 UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 51,887.00                      MIDDLE RIO GRANDE FARMER SURVEY STUDY LANDS & CONSERVATION
158312 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 236.56                          JD FILTER INVENTORY

2,017.25                       JD FILTERS INVENTORY
971.60                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
74.92                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

158313 ABCWUA 558.53                          WATER/SEWER/REFUSE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
365.60                          WATER/SEWER/REFUSE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
722.96                          WATER/SEWER/REFUSE GENERAL OFFICE

158314 ACTION HOSE, INC. 24.45                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158315 ALBUQUERQUE PUBLISHING 83.94                            LEGAL AD PURCHASING
158316 ALLSTATE HYDRAULICS, INC. 1,608.18                       PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158317 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 31.12                            OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

189.75                          SAFETY SUPPLIES SAFETY DEPARTMENT
151.95                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS SOCORRO DIVISION

158318 BETSY ROSS FLAG GIRL, INC 424.00                          USA & NEW MEXICO FLAGS GENERAL OFFICE
158319 BOOT BARN, INC. 450.00                          EMPLOYEE BOOTS BELEN DIVISION

127.49                          EMPLOYEE BOOTS INFORMATION SYSTEMS
335.73                          EMPLOYEE BOOTS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

158320 BRUCKNER TRUCK SALES 130.95                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158321 COMCAST HOLDING CORPORATION 1,025.25                       VOIP/INTERNET INFORMATION SYSTEMS
158322 AMCCD ENTERPRISES LLC 297.17                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158323 CONTINENTAL BATTERY COMPANY 85.63                            BATTERIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

165.30                          BATTERIES COCHITI DIVISION
158324 CRAIG INDEPENDENT TIRE CO. 72.91                            TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158325 DESERT GREENS EQUIPMENT (40.48)                           PARTS & REPAIRS CREDIT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

1,771.01                       PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
6,711.81                       PARTS & REPAIRS - UNIT 57024 BELEN DIVISION

12.14                            RESTOCKING FEE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158326 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 51.49                            BATTERIES SOCORRO DIVISION

648.00                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158327 EXPRESS AUTO GLASS 1,600.00                       WINDOW TINT BELEN DIVISION
158328 NEW MEXICO FINANCE AUTHORITY 1,853.42                       ADMIN LOAN FEES DEBT SERVICE

117,448.37                    DEBT SERVICE EQUIPMENT DEBT SERVICE
7,658.00                       SAN ACACIA LOAN DEBT SERVICE 

35,022.62                      SOCORRO LOAN DEBT SERVICE 
158329 FORESTRY SUPPLIERS, INC. 1,343.77                       AUGER KIT LANDS & CONSERVATION
158330 GENSLER, DAVID 779.23                          RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158331 GENUINE NAPA AUTO PARTS 116.99                          FLUIDS/FILTERS BELEN DIVISION

648.64                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
55.16                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

218.28                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS BELEN DIVISION
158332 GEOTEL CORPORATION 1,185.11                        ANNUAL PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE COMMUNICATIONS
158333 GOVERNMENT PORTFOLIO ADVISORS 1,129.81                       INVESTMENT FEES ACCOUNTING
158334 GLOBAL POWER SPORTS, LLC. 96.92                            TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158335 HACIENDA HOME CENTERS 1,839.97                       1/2 GAL WATER JUGS INVENTORY

2,037.28                       SHOVELS INVENTORY
158336 HEIGHTS SECURITY, INC 271.10                          BOSQUE LOCK BELEN DIVISION
158337 IRON HORSE WELDING LLC 580.00                          DIAGNOSE & ADVISE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158338 INDEPENDENT RADIATOR SERVICE CORP 62.80                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
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MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT
June 08, 2026

Payments for the Period May 01, 2026 through May 31, 2026

Warrant Vendor Name  Amount Description Location

158339 JIFFY LUBE 37.53                            EMISSIONS TEST ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
80.09                            OIL CHANGE WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

158340 JIVE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 2,585.26                       VOIP/INTERNET GENERAL OFFICE
158341 J.A TIRE ROAD SERVICE 260.84                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158342 LEVEL 3 COMMUNICATIONS, LLC 263.87                          VOIP/INTERNET BELEN DIVISION

2,606.65                       VOIP/INTERNET INFORMATION SYSTEMS
263.87                          VOIP/INTERNET SOCORRO DIVISION

158343 MAINTENANCE SERVICE SYSTEMS 414.10                          JANITORIAL SERVICE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
2,036.03                       JANITORIAL SERVICE GENERAL OFFICE

158344 MIDSTATE ELECTRIC 780.94                          ELECTRICAL WORK DONE AT DAM SOCORRO DIVISION
158345 NAPA AUTO PARTS 137.08                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

73.07                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158346 NEW MEXICO GAS COMPANY 107.70                          NATURAL GAS COCHITI DIVISION
158347 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS 45.94                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

117.43                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION
158348 CONCENTRA MEDICAL CENTERS 81.80                            PHYSICALS BELEN DIVISION

116.24                          PHYSICALS SOCORRO DIVISION
523.08                          PHYSICALS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

158349 PACIFIC OFFICE AUTOMATION 232.36                          COPIER LEASE  ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
143.84                          COPIER LEASE  EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
730.25                          COPIER LEASE  GENERAL OFFICE

158350 PNM ELECTRIC SERVICES 270.46                          ELECTRICITY COCHITI DIVISION
158351 POWER EQUIPMENT COMPANY 1,270.18                       PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158352 POWER FORD 294.20                          PARTS & REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

1,875.45                       PARTS & REPAIRS - UNIT 80024 WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158353 PREVENTIVE PEST CONTROL, LLC. 117.53                          PEST CONTROL EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158354 PURCELL TIRE COMPANY 462.89                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

83.28                            TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION
158355 RED SHOVEL LLC 843.63                          LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE GENERAL OFFICE
158356 SAN ACACIA MDWCA 21.52                            WATER/SEWER/REFUSE SOCORRO DIVISION
158357 SANDOVAL COUNTY LANDFILL 161.53                          LANDFILL ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158358 SECURITY SOURCE 750.00                          NEW DOOR HANDLES GENERAL OFFICE
158359 SNELLING 816.53                          TEMP STAFFING RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT
158360 SOUTHERN TIRE MART, LLC 151.09                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

876.59                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
86.86                            TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

158361 COX AMERICAN CAR CARE 173.33                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158362 SOUTHWEST LANDFILL, INC. 4,625.40                       LANDFILL ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

55.81                            LANDFILL BELEN DIVISION
158363 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE 129.19                          OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE
158364 TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION GROUP 38.93                            DATTO CLOUD SOFTWARE GENERAL FUND

2,206.90                       DATTO CLOUD SOFTWARE GENERAL FUND
158365 THOMPSON SAFETY, LLC. 114.10                          SAFETY SUPPLIES SAFETY DEPARTMENT
158366 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC 1,334.56                       TIME & ATTENDANCE IMPLEMENTATION HUMAN RESOURCES
158367 UNICOR 270.48                          SHRED BINS PICKUP ACCOUNTING
158368 UNIFIRST CORPORATION 156.58                          MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

243.39                          MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS BELEN DIVISION
53.06                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS COCHITI DIVISION

160.22                          MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
98.63                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS SOCORRO DIVISION

158369 VERMEER MOUNTAIN WEST, INC 471.00                          FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158370 WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NM 315.87                          WATER/SEWER/REFUSE COCHITI DIVISION
158371 WEX BANK 114,371.41                    UNL $35,564  DIESEL $78,738  FEES $69 MULTIPLE DEPTS./DIVISIONS
158373 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 191.85                          FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

34.26                            FLUIDS/FILTERS SOCORRO DIVISION
593.99                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

1,171.67                       PARTS & REPAIRS - UNIT 37308 COCHITI DIVISION
2,105.46                       PARTS & REPAIRS - UNIT 67504 SOCORRO DIVISION

158374 ACTION HOSE, INC. 34.20                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158375 ALBUQUERQUE PUBLISHING 290.24                          BOARD MEETING AD PUBLICATIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
158376 ALLSTATE HYDRAULICS, INC. 2,124.00                       PARTS & REPAIRS- UNIT 47112 ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158377 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 301.74                          COMPUTER/PRINTER SUPPLIES INFORMATION SYSTEMS
158378 ATMAX EQUIPMENT CO. 256.51                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158379 BENAVIDEZ, CAROL 246.48                          RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158380 BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 274,139.78                    O&M RESERVED-SAN JUAN CHAMA CONTRACT PAYMENTS
158381 BRUCKNER TRUCK SALES 127.39                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
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158382 C & C SERVICES 467.02                          BASE COARSE & MILLINGS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158383 C & E CONCRETE, INC 1,045.00                       CONCRETE/SHOTCRETE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158384 CARRILLO, RALPH R. 34.83                            RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158385 CONSENSUS BUILDING INSTITUTE 1,332.50                       BASIN STUDY AG COMMITTEE FACILITATION GRANTS FUND
158386 CENTURY EQUIPMENT RENTALS 454.89                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158387 AMCCD ENTERPRISES LLC 2,805.98                       STIHL BRUSH CUTTER ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158388 CONTINENTAL BATTERY COMPANY 81.91                            BATTERIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

165.30                          BATTERIES BELEN DIVISION
158389 DESERT GARDENS 6,902.19                       VEGETATION REMOVAL 106-2026 RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT
158390 DESERT GREENS EQUIPMENT 884.40                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158391 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 61.74                            PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158392 EXPRESS AUTO GLASS 2,100.00                       WINDOW TINT COCHITI DIVISION
158393 FLEETPRIDE 5.16                              PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158394 GENUINE NAPA AUTO PARTS 220.57                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

115.03                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION
158395 GOMEZ, RAY 2,624.49                       RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158396 GLOBAL POWER SPORTS, LLC. 130.84                          OIL CHANGE SOCORRO DIVISION

174.99                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158397 GRAINGER 18.05                            SHOP/WELD TOOLS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158398 GRIEGO, KIM 360.00                          RODENT MANAGEMENT BELEN DIVISION
158399 HERRING, LAT 312.00                          RODENT MANAGEMENT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158400 HUNTER BOWER LUMBER 762.00                          LUMBER INVENTORY
158401 JIFFY LUBE 80.09                            OIL CHANGE WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158402 KRONOS SAASHR, INC. 1,468.60                       PAYROLL & TIME KEEPING HUMAN RESOURCES
158403 LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT, INC. 142.20                          SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158404 MCT INDUSTRIES, INC. 1,418.55                       PARTS & REPAIRS - UNITS 54016 & 1023.10 BELEN DIVISION
158405 NAPA AUTO PARTS 1,250.00                       AIR COMPRESSOR ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

12.99                            FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
1,190.85                       PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

158406 NED'S PIPE & STEEL 236.80                          STEEL BELEN DIVISION
620.00                          TURNOUTS BELEN DIVISION

158407 CONCENTRA MEDICAL CENTERS 116.24                          PHYSICALS COCHITI DIVISION
158408 PHILIPS, DEANNA 174.07                          RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158409 POLING, JAMES 498.75                          RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158410 POWER EQUIPMENT COMPANY 299.42                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158411 POWER FORD 211.82                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158412 PURCELL TIRE COMPANY 454.62                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158413 REAL TIME SOLUTIONS INC 1,237.69                       WEB PORTAL UPDATES LANDS & CONSERVATION
158414 ROBERTS TRUCK CENTER 1,448.59                       PARTS & REPAIRS - UNIT 44005 ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

893.12                          PARTS & REPAIRS - UNIT 54423 BELEN DIVISION
158415 SENERGY PETROLEUM, LLC 711.95                          COLD TEMP GREASE INVENTORY
158416 SOUTHERN TIRE MART, LLC 41.36                            TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158417 SOUTHWEST CONSTRUCTION PARTS 228.48                          PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION
158418 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE 86.38                            CATALOG ENVELOPES BOARD OF DIRECTORS
158419 TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION GROUP 960.36                          DATTO SAAS INFORMATION SYSTEMS
158420 TOTAL BLINDS & WINDOW TINTING 2,618.71                       SKYLIGHT LIGHT FILTERING BLINDS GENERAL OFFICE
158421 DITTO TRANSCRIPTS 830.37                          MINUTES & TRANSCRIPTIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
158422 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC 667.28                          TIME &  ATTENDANCE IMPLEMENTATION HUMAN RESOURCES
158423 UNICOR 145.15                          MICROFILM DISPOSAL GENERAL OFFICE
158424 UNIFIRST CORPORATION 56.25                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS BELEN DIVISION
158425 VISTAGE WORLDWIDE, INC. 19,668.47                      ANNUAL CEO MEMBERSHIP DUES EXEC TEAM
158426 WAGNER EQUIPMENT CO. 170.39                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158427 ACUITY INSURANCE 9.00                              INSURANCE - ADDITION GENERAL FUND
158428 AFSCME COUNCIL 18 2,326.52                       PAYROLL UNION DUES GENERAL FUND
158429 AUI INC 1,353,536.20                 FEEDER 3 PROJECT GRANTS FUND
158430 BOHANNAN HUSTON 633.10                          BELEN HIGHLINE CONSTRUCTION MGMT BELEN DIVISION
158431 BOHANNAN HUSTON 4,432.21                       LORETTA RD/ALAMEDA INTERSECTION GRANTS FUND
158432 CF PADILLA, LLC 15,000.00                      LFCC PHASE II GRANTS FUND
158433 STATE OF NEW MEXICO 1,372.71                       PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158434 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 990.83                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158435 INDIANA DEPT. OF CHILD SERVICES 472.00                          PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158436 NEW MEXICO MUTUAL 7,602.42                       WORKER'S COMPENSATION CLAIMS GENERAL FUND
158437 NEW SPACE JUNK REMOVAL 25,239.32                      BOSQUE TRASH REMOVAL RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT
158438 PNM ELECTRIC SERVICES 38.11                            ELECTRICITY ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

103.52                          ELECTRICITY BELEN DIVISION
158439 RAKS BUILDING SUPPLY 122.64                          CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION
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21.95                            HYDROLOGY SUPPLIES WATER OPERATIONS
119.14                          LUMBER BELEN DIVISION
139.98                          SAFETY SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

158440 ROCKY MOUNTAIN YOUTH CORPS 38,966.29                      BOSQUE HABITAT RESTORATION GRANTS FUND
158441 SPENCER FANE, LLP. 50,975.06                      LEGAL SERVICES GENERAL FUND
158442 TX CHILD SUPPORT SDU 260.31                          PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158443 VALENCIA COUNTY CLERK 50.00                            RELEASE OF LIEN ACCOUNTING
158444 WIGGINS, WILLIAMS & WESENBERG 8,200.00                       CONDEMNATION PETITION - LUX PROPERTY BELEN DIVISION
158445 WIGGINS, WILLIAMS & WESENBERG 18,940.42                      LEGAL SERVICES GENERAL FUND
158446 BEMP 15,000.00                      ANNUAL MOA GENERAL FUND
158447 BOHANNAN HUSTON 348.97                          ACEQUIA MADRE CM GRANTS FUND
158448 ISH, JAMES CASEY 114.32                          NWRA 2026 WASHINGTON DC LANDS & CONSERVATION
158449 LOPEZ PRECISION, LLC. 196,077.77                    SCHMITTLE ROAD PROJECT LANDS & CONSERVATION
158450 NEW MEXICO GAS COMPANY 35.37                            NATURAL GAS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

64.01                            NATURAL GAS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
41.10                            NATURAL GAS GENERAL OFFICE

158451 PNM ELECTRIC SERVICES 20,932.63                      ELECTRICITY CORRALES PUMP  OCT-DEC ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
959.43                          ELECTRICITY ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
274.29                          ELECTRICITY EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

1,318.85                       ELECTRICITY GENERAL OFFICE
158452 RAKS BUILDING SUPPLY 54.99                            FLUIDS/FILTERS BELEN DIVISION

167.37                          MISC. PARTS/SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION
77.32                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

158453 SOCORRO ELECTRIC CO-OP 278.78                          ELECTRICITY SOCORRO DIVISION
158454 VALENCIA COUNTY CLERK 25.00                            RELEASE OF LIEN ACCOUNTING
158455 WILSON & COMPANY, INC. 19,200.44                      CORRALES CONSTRUCTION ADMIN. GRANTS FUND
158456 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 755.98                          PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION
158457 ABC CONCRETE MFG. CO., INC 6,462.81                       CONCRETE BARRIERS GRANTS FUND
158458 ACOSTA EQUIPMENT, INC. 419.95                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS SOCORRO DIVISION

699.98                          TRIMMER BIKES SOCORRO DIVISION
158459 ACTION HOSE, INC. 79.80                            PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION
158460 ALBUQUERQUE PUBLISHING 155.05                          LEGAL AD PURCHASING
158461 ALL AROUND AUTO, LLC. 42.00                            PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158462 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 267.41                          COMPUTER/PRINTER SUPPLIES INFORMATION SYSTEMS

9.31                              OFFICE SUPPLIES ACCOUNTING
29.95                            OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE

158463 AWARDS ETC. LLC 130.00                          RETIREMENT PLAQUE HUMAN RESOURCES
158464 BARNHILL BOLT COMPANY INC 284.00                          CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES COCHITI DIVISION
158465 BAUGH, COLIN T. 297.02                          NWRA 2026 WASHINGTON DC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
158466 BOOT BARN, INC. 128.06                          EMPLOYEE BOOTS SAFETY DEPARTMENT

144.49                          EMPLOYEE BOOTS SOCORRO DIVISION
158467 C & E CONCRETE, INC 1,140.00                       CONCRETE/SHOTCRETE ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

4,472.00                       CONCRETE/SHOTCRETE BELEN DIVISION
158468 CHOICE STEEL COMPANY 13,348.33                      BERNALILLO/VALENCIA GATES GRANTS FUND
158469 AMCCD ENTERPRISES LLC 4,950.00                       CONCRETE JERSEY BARRIER GRANTS FUND
158470 CRITTERS OIL CHANGE, LLC. 170.00                          OIL CHANGE BELEN DIVISION

595.00                          OIL CHANGE WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158471 CUMMINS INC. 325.30                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158472 DESERT GARDENS 18,974.38                      VEGETATION REMOVAL RIVERSIDE DRAIN RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT
158473 DESERT GREENS EQUIPMENT 55.30                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

170.85                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158474 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 237.98                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

65.93                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION
158475 EXPRESS AUTO GLASS 800.00                          WINDOW TINT BELEN DIVISION
158476 FIRST CHOICE COFFEE SERVICES 179.86                          OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE
158477 FLEETPRIDE 255.62                          FLEETGAURD FILTERS INVENTORY
158478 GENERAL MAILING SYSTEMS 46.00                            COMPUTER/PRINTER SUPPLIES HUMAN RESOURCES

670.00                          POSTAL PRINTER GENERAL FUND
158479 GENUINE NAPA AUTO PARTS 136.57                          FLUIDS/FILTERS BELEN DIVISION

967.51                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
54.97                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION

158480 GLOBAL POWER SPORTS, LLC. 130.84                          OIL CHANGE SOCORRO DIVISION
77.54                            TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

158481 HACIENDA HOME CENTERS 2,180.78                       REDI MIX / REFLECTIVE TAPE GRANTS FUND
158482 HOTSY EQUIPMENT COMPANY 66.25                            PARTS & REPAIRS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158483 HUNTER BOWER LUMBER 899.00                          PITCH FORKS INVENTORY
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158484 IDEAL PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 920.19                          SERVICE CALL ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158485 INLAND KENWORTH INC. 178.95                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158486 JARAMILLO, DANNY A. 1,079.56                       RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158487 JIFFY LUBE 84.68                            OIL CHANGE EXEC TEAM
158488 MAXIMUS US SERVICES, INC. 3,100.00                       EXPENDITURE TEMPLATES ACCOUNTING
158489 MELLOY FORD 1,281.00                       PARTS & REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158490 MORA, RUBEN 1,043.20                       RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158491 NAPA AUTO PARTS 4,320.00                       OILS INVENTORY
158492 NED'S PIPE & STEEL 81.50                            CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION
158493 OES GLOBAL, INC. 782.15                          HYDRATION PAKS INVENTORY
158494 PARTS AUTHORITY, LLC. 3,154.96                       BALDWIN FILTERS INVENTORY
158495 SANDIA OFFICE SUPPLY 1,485.39                       HR PROMO ITEMS HUMAN RESOURCES
158496 SANDIA PAPER CO. 702.90                          TOWELS INVENTORY
158497 SENERGY PETROLEUM, LLC 2,296.95                       OILS INVENTORY
158498 SOUTHERN TIRE MART, LLC 211.48                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158499 SOUTHWEST CONSTRUCTION PARTS 1,065.00                       PARTS & REPAIRS - UNIT 47207 ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158500 COX AMERICAN CAR CARE 705.24                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158501 SPECIALTY COMMUNICATIONS 177.58                          MONTHLY RADIO REPEATER WATER OPERATIONS
158502 STAPLES BUSINESS ADVANTAGE 1,251.00                       INK INVENTORY

52.14                            OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE
158503 TERRALOGIC DOCUMENT SYSTEMS 6,715.80                       LASERFICHE INFORMATION SYSTEMS
158504 THOMPSON SAFETY, LLC. 900.00                          HARD HATS INVENTORY
158505 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC 667.28                          TIME &  ATTENDANCE IMPLEMENTATION HUMAN RESOURCES

3,745.35                       ACFR STATEMENT BUILDER MODULE ACCOUNTING
158506 UNIFIRST CORPORATION 49.84                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

56.25                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS BELEN DIVISION
36.44                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS COCHITI DIVISION

138.62                          MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
109.79                          MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS SOCORRO DIVISION

158507 VERIZON WIRELESS SERVICES 7,363.01                       WIRELESS SERVICE ALL DEPTS./DIVISIONS
158508 WATER STRATEGIES, LLC. 10,000.00                      FEDERAL CONSULTING GENERAL FUND
158509 BROADWAY MOTORS, LLC 3,160.00                       TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS UNIT 37308 COCHITI DIVISION
158510 4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC. 245.53                          FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

647.89                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
45.47                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

185.69                          PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION
318.54                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION

158511 A-1 QUALITY REDI-MIX 884.63                          CONCRETE/SHOTCRETE SOCORRO DIVISION
158512 ACTION HOSE, INC. 25.74                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

292.06                          PARTS & REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION
158513 ALBUQUERQUE BOLT & FASTENER 32.00                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158514 ALBUQUERQUE PUBLISHING 285.01                          BOARD MEETING AD PUBLICATIONS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
158515 ALLSTATE HYDRAULICS, INC. 1,172.24                       PARTS & REPAIRS- UNIT 37308 COCHITI DIVISION
158516 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES 169.76                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS SOCORRO DIVISION
158517 ADVANCED NETWORK MANAGEMENT 12,796.36                      IT. ASSESSMENT INFORMATION SYSTEMS
158518 AUTOZONE, INC. 385.71                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158519 AVILA, DONALD A. 448.00                          RODENT MANAGEMENT ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158520 BRUCKNER TRUCK SALES 279.19                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158521 BUSTED STEM 683.42                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158522 C & E CONCRETE, INC 832.00                          CONCRETE/SHOTCRETE BELEN DIVISION
158523 CENTURY EQUIPMENT RENTALS 301.32                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
158524 CITY OF SOCORRO 149.36                          NATURAL GAS SOCORRO DIVISION

250.80                          WATER/SEWER/REFUSE SOCORRO DIVISION
158525 CONSERVANCY OIL COMPANY 3,075.60                       ANTIFREEZE INVENTORY
158526 CONTINENTAL BATTERY COMPANY 81.91                            BATTERIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158527 CRITTERS OIL CHANGE, LLC. 90.00                            OIL CHANGE WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158528 DESERT GREENS EQUIPMENT 16.99                            FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

603.69                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158529 DOUBLE H AUTO INC. 74.09                            PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158530 FLEETPRIDE 95.00                            PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

44.08                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
47.99                            SHOP/WELD TOOLS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

158531 GENUINE NAPA AUTO PARTS 166.00                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
31.99                            SHOP/WELD TOOLS BELEN DIVISION

158532 GLOBAL POWER SPORTS, LLC. 24.23                            TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
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158533 GRAINGER 455.33                          FLUIDS/FILTERS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
641.76                          GENERATOR COCHITI DIVISION

158534 HEIGHTS SECURITY, INC 1,829.63                       OPEN SAFES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158535 HUNTER BOWER LUMBER 2,612.32                       LUMBER INVENTORY
158536 JIFFY LUBE 80.09                            OIL CHANGE SAFETY DEPARTMENT

167.11                          OIL CHANGE WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158537 LEVEL 3 COMMUNICATIONS, LLC 263.87                          VOIP/INTERNET BELEN DIVISION

2,606.65                       VOIP/INTERNET INFORMATION SYSTEMS
263.87                          VOIP/INTERNET SOCORRO DIVISION

158538 LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT, INC. 68.00                            BERNALILLO/VALENCIA GATES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
848.96                          BERNALILLO/VALENCIA GATES GRANTS FUND

158539 MATHESON TRI-GAS, INC. 11.46                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
53.16                            SHOP/WELD TOOLS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

158540 MCT INDUSTRIES, INC. 153.38                          PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158541 MIDSTATE ELECTRIC 761.14                          POWER AND AIR CONDITIONER SOCORRO DIVISION
158542 NAJMI, YASMEEN 548.44                          RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE HUMAN RESOURCES
158543 NAPA AUTO PARTS 21.61                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

58.16                            PARTS & REPAIRS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
21.59                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
47.71                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

190.00                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
175.73                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS COCHITI DIVISION
505.72                          SHOP/WELD TOOLS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS

158544 NED'S PIPE & STEEL 12.00                            CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES BELEN DIVISION
158545 NEW MEXICO TRACTOR SALES 419.99                          CHAINSAW BELEN DIVISION

34.99                            FLUIDS/FILTERS BELEN DIVISION
105.29                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION

158546 O'REILLY AUTO PARTS 12.01                            FLUIDS/FILTERS COCHITI DIVISION
830.66                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
54.98                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION

158547 CONCENTRA MEDICAL CENTERS 232.48                          PHYSICALS BELEN DIVISION
158548 PNM ELECTRIC SERVICES 13,123.04                      ELECTRICITY CORRALES PUMP  JAN-FEB ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

368.43                          ELECTRICITY ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158549 PRINT EXPRESS, LLC. 51.00                            BUSINESS CARDS RIGHT OF WAY DEPARTMENT

51.00                            BUSINESS CARDS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158550 PURCELL TIRE COMPANY 598.25                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

2,016.90                       TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS COCHITI DIVISION
158551 RANDY'S ACE HARDWARE 108.20                          KEYS SOCORRO DIVISION

52.97                            SHOP/WELD SUPPLIES SOCORRO DIVISION
158552 ROBERTS TRUCK CENTER 97.15                            PARTS & REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION
158553 SOUTHERN TIRE MART, LLC 60.73                            TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

693.32                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
173.33                          TIRE REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV

158554 THOMPSON SAFETY, LLC. 1,850.00                       HARD HATS INVENTORY
158555 UNICOR 1,232.85                       HARD DRIVE DISPOSAL GENERAL OFFICE

270.48                          SHRED BINS PICKUP ACCOUNTING
158556 UNIFIRST CORPORATION 49.84                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION

18.22                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS COCHITI DIVISION
46.11                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
35.04                            MECHANIC/WELDER UNIFORMS SOCORRO DIVISION

158557 UNIFORMS & MORE LLC 727.00                          EMPLOYEE SHIRTS EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158558 VERIZON CONNECT FLEET 5,356.03                       GPS MONTHLY SERVICE EQUIPMENT REPAIR & TRANS
158559 WAGNER EQUIPMENT CO. 604.12                          PARTS & REPAIRS SOCORRO DIVISION
158560 AFSCME COUNCIL 18 2,326.52                       PAYROLL UNION DUES GENERAL FUND
158561 CASUGA, JASON 40.00                            LAW OF THE COLORADO RIVER EXEC TEAM
158562 STATE OF NEW MEXICO 197.45                          PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158563 COMPASS ENGINEERING 220,513.29                    CORRALES SIPHON PROJECT GRANTS FUND
158564 GALLOPING GOAT PUMPKIN PATCH LLC. 20,536.61                      UNIFIED FIRE GRAZING GRANTS FUND
158565 INDIANA DEPT. OF CHILD SERVICES 472.00                          PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158566 LOPEZ, C JOE 183.06                          NWRA 2026 WASHINGTON DC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
158567 REFLECTIVE AUTO COLLISION 5,482.23                       DAMAGE CLAIMS WATER DISTRIBUTION DIV
158568 STATE OF NM TAXATION  REVENUE 463.39                          PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158569 TX CHILD SUPPORT SDU 260.31                          PAYROLL GARNISHMENTS GENERAL FUND
158570 ZUNI, JUSTIN E 180.00                          RODENT MANAGEMENT BELEN DIVISION
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Warrant Vendor Name  Amount Description Location

900083 WELLS FARGO BANK 330.00                          AGA RENEWAL FEES ACCOUNTING
150.00                          AGA RENEWAL FEES EXEC TEAM
674.39                          AIRFARE PRSA 2026 COMMUNICATIONS
106.55                          APPLE DEVELOPER INFORMATION SYSTEMS
592.96                          TYLER CONNECT - C. JIMENEZ  ACCOUNTING
17.07                            CAR WASH CEO UNIT EXEC TEAM

592.96                          TYLER CONNECT - J. GAMBOA ACCOUNTING
435.78                          LINKEDIN RENEWAL EXEC TEAM
955.80                          SAFE REMOVAL GENERAL OFFICE
51.65                            MRGCD.COM ANNUAL RENEWAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS

1,125.00                       NM WATER SUMMIT 2026 ENGINEERING
600.00                          NM WATERSHED DOC ENGINEERING
150.00                          NMGIC MEMBERSHIPS GIS/MAPPING
63.99                            NWRA 2026 WASHINGTON DC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

344.19                          NWRA 2026 WASHINGTON DC EXEC TEAM
31.99                            NWRA 2026 WASHINGTON DC LANDS & CONSERVATION

220.61                          OFFICE SUPPLIES GENERAL OFFICE
211.42                          PARTS & REPAIRS BELEN DIVISION
592.96                          TYLER CONNECT - R. THOMPSON ACCOUNTING

1,019.00                       REGISTRATION 2026 PRSA CONF COMMUNICATIONS
2,440.00                       SAFETY CLASSES SAFETY DEPARTMENT

50.49                            TRAINING GUIDE ENGINEERING
165.00                          VOIP/INTERNET BELEN DIVISION
90.00                            VOIP/INTERNET COCHITI DIVISION

165.00                          VOIP/INTERNET SOCORRO DIVISION
1.09                              ZENDESK TALK USAGE SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION SYSTEMS

601.01                          RIO GRANDE COMPACT COMMISSION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
230.24                          RIO GRANDE COMPACT COMMISSION EXEC TEAM
375.92                          RIO GRANDE COMPACT COMMISSION LANDS & CONSERVATION
230.24                          RIO GRANDE COMPACT COMMISSION WATER OPERATIONS

(146.82)                         CREDIT HOTEL-WATER LEADERS WORKSHOP BOARD OF DIRECTORS

1,771,128.97                 TOTAL PAYROLL

1,895,079.16                 TOTAL CHECKS/EFT - GENERAL FUND

161,982.41                    TOTAL CHECKS - DEBT SERVICE FUND

1,760,567.70                 TOTAL CHECKS - GRANT FUND

5,588,758.24$               GRAND TOTAL

Pamela S. Fanelli, CMA, CGFM John P. Kelly, Chairman
Secretary-Treasurer/CFO MRGCD Board of Directors

Credit Card Payment
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MINUTES OF THE  1 
2,235th REGULAR MEETING OF THE  2 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 3 
MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 4 

5 
MAY 11, 2026 6 

7 
Directors having been duly notified; Chairman Kelly called the regular meeting to order at 3:01 pm. The 8 
following Directors and Staff were present:  9 

10 
DIRECTORS STAFF 

John P. Kelly, Chairman Present Jason Casuga  Chief Engineer/CEO 
Colin T. Baugh, Vice Chairman  Present Lorna Wiggins General Counsel 
Brian Jiron, Director  Present Jeff Wechsler Chief Water Counsel 
Stephanie Russo Baca, Director Present Pamela Fanelli Secretary-Treasurer/CFO 
J. Chris Lopez, Director Absent Eric Zamora Director of Technical Services 
Micheal T. Sandoval, Director Present Christine Nardi Director of Human Services 
Karen Dunning, Director Present Amanda Molina 

Casey Ish 
Director of Communications 
Director of Lands & Conservation 

11 
The following names of individuals were interested viewers, callers and/or participants 12 

13 
Anne Marken, MRGCD  Yasmeen Najmi 14 
Matt Martinez, MRGCD     John Thompson 

Patrick Taber, BIA 
Josh Mann 15 

Michael Padilla, MRGCD Santiago Maestas, SVRAA Katrina Gallegos, SVRAA 16 
Raquel Dawson, MRGCD Jonathan Garcia, 6-Pueblo Coalition 17 
Doug Strech, MRGCD Kenneth Lucero, Santo Domingo  18 
Carlos Armijo, MRGCD   Anthony Garcia, Santo Domingo     19 

20 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 21 

22 
Vice Chairman Baugh led the Pledge of Allegiance at today’s meeting. 23 

24 
Chairman Kelly declared a quorum, and the meeting was publicly noticed. This meeting was a 25 
hybrid meeting with Directors attending in person. Rollcall votes will not be necessary for regular 26 
motions.   27 

28 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA . 29 

30 
Vice Chairman Baugh made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE MEETING AGENDA. 31 

Seconded by Director Russo Baca. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 32 
33 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - CONSENT AGENDA 34 
35 

a. Consideration/Approval of Payment Ratification – April 202636 
b. Consideration/Approval of April 2026 Invoices for Wiggins, Williams & Wesenberg,37 

PC38 
c. Consideration/Approval of March and April 2026 Invoices for Spencer Fane LLP39 
d. Consideration/Approval of the Minutes for the Special and Regular Board40 

Meetings – April 13, 202641 
e. Memo on MRGCD Approved Licenses for April 2026 (For Informational Purposes42 

Only)43 
44 

3d
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Director Dunning made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. 45 
Seconded by Vice Chairman Baugh. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 46 
 47 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - DISCUSSION ON DRAFT RESOLUTION CONCERNING PRIORITY 48 
OF EL VADO STORAGE RIGHTS 49 
 50 

a. Report on Rio Grande 6 Pueblo Coalition Meeting, May 5, 2026 - Jason M. Casuga, 51 
Chief Engineer/CEO 52 

 53 
Mr. Casuga stated the meat of what staff is proposing sits within the now, therefore, be it 54 
resolved statements, and the recitals are like history lessons. He said one of the reasons 55 
he is recommending a resolution like this is because they have had back to back terrible 56 
hydrologic years, and the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos enjoy the senior direct 57 
diversion right of the river and have the ability for the federal government to store water 58 
on the Pueblo’s behalf that is later released to ensure they have the best chance of 59 
getting a season not impacted by hydrology. His concern was with the letter the Coalition 60 
pinned to Secretary Burgum with an urgent request to store the full calculated amount of 61 
Pueblo entitlement for the 2025 Irrigation Season and a request for formal government 62 
to government consultation. He expressed MRGCD was aware that water was stored on 63 
behalf of the Pueblos and affirmed support for that, but they need to keep in mind the 64 
history of that storage, as there are direct diversion rights that existed prior to El Vado, 65 
and he and legal counsel believe MRGCD has a senior priority over a storage right. He 66 
voiced concern that what the Coalition requested has the potential to harm non-tribal 67 
irrigators. He noted the Coalition has the desire to discuss the 1981 Agreement, and 68 
MRGCD is not party to that agreement, but he was not aware of a scenario where that 69 
agreement was ever implemented in a way that created an artificial shortening of the 70 
river to force non-tribal irrigators to be cut off earlier than the natural hydrology could cut 71 
them off to bring operations only for the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos. Mr. Casuga 72 
expressed this is only a resolution that is there for the public to comment and for the 73 
Board to decide on. He added they are in difficult hydrologic times and they must have 74 
difficult conversations, which are hard to have when people do not know what each other 75 
believe. He stated that by the Board accepting this resolution, they are being very public 76 
about the support that MRGCD has for the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblo’s direct 77 
diversion, support they have for the pursuit of storage for them, and the responsibility 78 
MRGCD has to pursue all of those things while protecting all the rights of Middle Valley 79 
Rio Grande Water right holders.  80 
 81 
Chairman Kelly asked if there was a similar letter prepared for 2025. 82 
 83 
Mr. Casuga answered no, but there were conversations MRGCD participated in that 84 
suggested the desire for a full volume of prior and paramount storage as contemplated 85 
by the 1981 Agreement, even if that resulted in an unnatural shortening of the valley.  86 
 87 
Mr. Casuga read the six now, therefore, be it resolved statements.  88 
 89 
See also Appendix I. 90 
 91 
Chairman Kelly inquired if there was a definitive recorded date of when the P&P lands 92 
were increased from 8,346 to 8,847 acres, as it says approximately 1939. 93 
 94 
Mr. Wechsler responded 1939 was the first time they saw that recognized in a historic 95 
document, so that is the date used, but it is not definitive. 96 



03 

 

Minutes of Middle Rio Grande Conservancy Regular Board Meeting 
May 11, 2026 

Chairman Kelly asked if they would flag the recital line at 103, where it states MRGCD 97 
executed several O&M contacts with the Bureau beginning in 1958, for further review, to 98 
see if it is needed, as it is not referenced again within the resolution. He said regarding 99 
line 131, it would be appropriate to term the agreement they have to store water at 100 
Abiquiu as a temporary agreement, as it is only to get them through construction until El 101 
Vado is back. He stated the resolution laid out the belief that MRGCD’s storage right at 102 
El Vado is junior to diversion rights and storing water should not impact the senior rights.  103 
 104 
Ms. Wiggins asked that they change District to MRGCD in lines 148, 156, and 161.  105 
 106 
Chairman Kelly asked for public comment on the item.  107 
 108 
Jonathan Garcia 109 
Mr. Garcia, Vice Chairman of the Coalition of Six Middle Rio Grande Basin Pueblos, 110 
voiced the Coalition holds aboriginal rights. He said the Coalition does not support the 111 
resolution, and they ask that the Board not support or adopt it. He shared the Coalition 112 
plans to provide a more comprehensive response to the Board, but right now they ask 113 
the Board to consider that the proposed resolution mischaracterizes the nature and 114 
scope of their prior and paramount water rights, as the 1928 Act provides that all water 115 
rights pertinent to the pueblos irrigated lands shall be prior and paramount to any rights 116 
of the District or any property holder. He noted it would be incoherent for Congress to 117 
have directed funds for the construction of El Vado Dam and the reservoir to serve the 118 
Pueblo’s prior and paramount lands while also excluding storage from those rights. He 119 
added the purpose of the 1928 Act was to provide an impounding reservoir to deliver an 120 
adequate water supply to pueblo lands. He stated New Mexico Law, Section 72-1-2 121 
expressly situates the reservoir and other works for the storage or convenience of water 122 
within the pertinence framework, and storage has never been understood as serviceable 123 
from a pertinent water right under New Mexico or federal law. Mr. Garcia said the 124 
pueblo’s prior and paramount storage rights do not arise under Permit Number 1690, 125 
and it does not define or limit the Pueblo’s entitlement. He commented this resolution 126 
would exasperate the conditions they are having by creating conflict and division with the 127 
Pueblos and MRGCD, rather than facilitating solutions. He pointed out the Coalition has 128 
consistently demonstrated the spirit of collaboration across many years, and all Six 129 
Middle Grande Basin Pueblos urge the Board not to adopt the proposed resolution.  130 
 131 
See also Appendix II.  132 
 133 
Chairman Kelly said the schedule for the resolution is for the Board to review the draft 134 
resolution for the first time today, then have irrigator meetings in each county through 135 
June to get input from the farmers across all four counites, then staff will give the Board 136 
a report on the comments at the July Board Meeting, and the earliest they would take 137 
action on it would be at the August Board Meeting. He noted this resolution impacts  138 
farmers up and down the river, so the Board is not going to rush anything until everyone 139 
has had plenty of time to voice their comments for them to discuss and consider. He 140 
granted Mr. Garcia’s request to have more time to discuss this at the June Meeting.  141 
 142 
Mr. Garcia asked if they were going to give public notice on when and where the county 143 
meetings will be.  144 
 145 
Chairman Kelly answered they will be scheduled similar to the irrigators meetings they 146 
had back in January and the dates are on the agenda.  147 
 148 
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Mr. Casuga added they will be posted on the web page and they will email them to the 149 
Coalition as well.  150 
 151 
Josh Mann 152 
Mr. Mann, Water Counsel for the Pueblo of Isleta and San Felipe, voiced it was correct 153 
that the Pueblos asked for storage of their full rights, but if the United States believes the 154 
current hydrologic conditions warrant a deviation from the provisions and obligations 155 
established under the 1981 Agreement, they have to first engage in meaningful 156 
government to government consultation with the Pueblos prior to any decision or action 157 
that could affect their entitlements or dimmish storage needed to fulfil P&P entitlements. 158 
He stated they have consistently demonstrated their commitment to collaborate over the 159 
years and have been responsible neighbors and stewards of the river. He said this is 160 
really an issue of the United States have a binding agreement with the Pueblos, and 161 
even though MRGCD is not a party, the Coalition, BIA, and BOR signed the agreement, 162 
and it states that any deviations or amendments to the agreement shall be in writing 163 
upon approval of all the parties, which has not happened. He added the 1928 Act says 164 
pertinent to P&P lands and senior to the District, and the Permit 1690 is a federal 165 
storage right, not a state based storage right. He shared he and Mr. Casuga have had 166 
many conversations over the last year trying to figure out how to get the United States to 167 
ask the Pueblos for their consent to deviate from the 1981 Agreement, and that has 168 
been unsuccessful. Mr. Mann reiterated that the Pueblos have demonstrated their 169 
collaboration, and this is primarily a matter of sovereignty and unilateral federal action, 170 
not Pueblo consent. He asked the Board to consider the broader context as they 171 
process the resolution.  172 
 173 
Santiago Maestas 174 
Mr. Maestas, with the South Valley Regional Association of Acequias, irrigator on the 175 
Pajarito Acequia and commissioner, reminded the Board that in the permit that was 176 
submitted to the State Engineer to change the diversion points of their acequias, 70,000 177 
acres of 125,000 acres of the water requested to be diverted were pre-1907 Water 178 
Rights, not the District’s. He said the District’s are the remaining 40,000 of that. 179 

 180 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 - REPORT(S) FROM THE WATER OPERATIONS  181 
 182 

a. Report on Water Supply Conditions - Anne Marken, River Operations & Telemetry 183 
Manager 184 

 185 
Ms. Marken reported on water supply conditions. She stated that in an average year, 186 
they would still be in the middle of spring run-off, with more water available than needed 187 
for irrigation, but there is very little snow remaining in the basin today. She displayed a 188 
graph showing snowpack conditions throughout the year at the Cumbres Trestle 189 
SNOTEL site, which now sits at zero inches. She noted the usual average for mid-May is 190 
about 15 inches. The hydrograph showing measured discharge at the USGS Rio Grande 191 
at Otowi Gage was 350 CFS, which is normally 2,700 CFS for this date. She said below 192 
Cochiti Dam, inflow into the Middle Valley was 320 CFS, and MRGCD agricultural and 193 
convenience demand is 700 CFS. She added prior and paramount demand today is 190 194 
CFS, and Middle Valley water supply is only 110 CFS above that demand. She expected 195 
inflow to continue to decline as temperatures rise. She expressed initial drying occurred 196 
in the San Acacia Reach more than 45 days ago, and yesterday there were 34 river 197 
miles dry in San Acacia and 9 rive miles dry in Isleta Reach, with river channel drying in 198 
Albuquerque imminent. Ms. Marken stated when flows measured at the Albuquerque 199 
Gage are below 450 CFS in the late spring and summer, it indicates there is not enough 200 
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water in the system to meet the needs of Middle Valley irrigators, and today it measured 201 
50 CFS. She noted river drying in Albuquerque has only occurred twice since the early 202 
1980s, in 2022 and 2025, and in both of those years, the drying did not occur until July. 203 
She expressed that MRGCD has 3,600 acre feet of San Juan Chama Water in storage, 204 
and the total allocation for San Juan Chama contractors in 2026 is expected to be about 205 
30% of a full allocation, or 6,200 acre feet, for MRGCD. She shared that because the 206 
limited volume of MRGCD’s 2026 San Juan Chama allocation and the fact that MRGCD 207 
has not received the entire volume yet, releasing San Juan Chama water this year would 208 
provide no meaningful benefit to overall water operations. The 7-day forecast looks hot 209 
and dry, with limited chances of precipitation, but the 2-week outlook looking more 210 
promising for rain but still likely hotter than usual. The 3-month outlook indicates the 211 
basin is likely to experience a hot but wet summer, and MRGCD will be reliant on rain 212 
inflows for the rest of the season. She voiced that irrigators should expect extended 213 
periods between irrigation deliveries unless rain inflow increase available supply.  214 
 215 
See also Appendix III. 216 
 217 
Director Dunning asked if the snow in southern Colorado last week helped anything. 218 
 219 
Ms. Marken answered she would not say it didn’t help, as they have helped current 220 
conditions drag out a little longer than anticipated, but the small shots of snow and rain 221 
they have received have not increased available supply significantly. 222 
 223 
Chairman Kelly shared when he was coming back from Farmington a couple weeks ago, 224 
he was surprised to see the big arroyo on Santa Ana Pueblo had enough flow of water in 225 
it to fill up the initial abstraction and start water moving over the ground. He said to keep 226 
their fingers crossed.  227 
 228 
Ms. Marken responded maybe that primed the system a little bit. 229 

 230 
b. Consideration/Approval to store current year San Juan Chama allocation for use 231 

in the following irrigation season 232 
 233 
Ms. Marken explained before 2020, MRGCD typically received its current San Juan 234 
Chama allocation supply and saved it for release in the following year, but in 2020, the 235 
decision was made to release the current year’s San Juan Chama allocation once it got 236 
down to that situation. She said ever since then, they have been releasing the current 237 
year San Juan Chama allocation, but this year, because the allocation is so small and 238 
water conditions have declined, they feel there is no overall benefit to the operations of 239 
the District to release this year’s San Juan Chama allocation.  240 
 241 
Mr. Casuga added if they would have had the water, they would have injected much 242 
sooner into the system to bring a broader benefit to the whole valley, but now the 243 
benefits do not exist since they were not able to do that.  244 

 245 
Director Jiron asked how much of that water would be released if injected into the river.  246 
 247 
Mr. Casuga said if they wanted to make an impact to the community, they should be 248 
releasing enough to bring up the river to flows where all four counties could benefit. He 249 
said they may would be able to release 400 CFS, but that likely would not get even an 250 
area move through before they would start irrigation and that volume would bottom out.  251 
 252 
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Chairman Kelly inquired what they have allocated as of right now. 253 
 254 
Ms. Marken responded they received a little over 2,000 acre feet of this year’s allocation 255 
and they had 1,800 left over from last year. She said they should receive another 1,500 256 
acre feet on May 15th.  257 
 258 
Vice Chairman Baugh asked if this would just be getting them back to where they were 259 
before 2020. 260 
 261 
Mr. Casuga answered yes. 262 
 263 
Vice Chairman Baugh asked how that would affect when rain falls with allocation and 264 
how far the months of the allocation of the San Juan Chama go. 265 
 266 
Ms. Marken answered they could expect the last allocation to be the May one with any 267 
certainty, as spring runoff is over and that is very predictable allocation they will receive. 268 
However, if the basin receives rain inflow and ends up producing more water, they will 269 
get later allocations, but it is hard to predict that.  270 

 271 
c. Report on Water Distribution - Matt Martinez, Irrigation Distribution Manager 272 

 273 
Mr. Martinez reported on water distribution. He voiced they are two months into the 274 
irrigation season and things are getting worse by the day, including Corrales Pumps 275 
reaching operational thresholds on April 21st, wait times exceeding 30 days between on-276 
Pueblo irrigation deliveries, final efforts to complete delayed second rotations in portions 277 
of Belen and Albuquerque Divisions, and difficulty routing water to southern divisions 278 
and lower ends of major canals, all of which are not normal for May. He stated there is 279 
no longer enough water to sustain the number of concurrent canal rotations and wait 280 
times between deliveries have widened. He shared that staff through MRGCD are 281 
receiving many calls about wait times, dry fields, wilting crops, and uncertainty about 282 
future deliveries, and they are carefully evaluating whether operational adjustments can 283 
improve the circumstances and if limitations are hydraulic in nature. He voiced that 284 
proximity to diversions, canal length, travel time, and the ability to push water to lower 285 
ends of long systems are major considerations as supply declines. He expressed there 286 
are canals that have similar days since their last rotation, but they cannot operate them 287 
both at the same time, which leads them to making difficult decisions. He assured they 288 
are carefully tracking rotations and associated decisions and are always looking to 289 
identify improvement opportunities. Mr. Martinez stated extremely dry soils and extended 290 
periods between irrigations make it difficult for farmers to quickly move water across 291 
their fields and efficiently irrigate, and they must be understanding of the on-farm 292 
challenges created by the extended dry periods and realize that fields that normally 293 
irrigate efficiently may now require more time and water to replenish moisture. He voiced 294 
that he and his team are actively reviewing operational issues within their own system to 295 
maximize the use of available water. He shared that a farmer informed them of sediment 296 
buildup in the canal that could be contributing to the delay, and crews are now dredging 297 
that canal to improve operational efficiency for when water returns. He commented that 298 
while water waste should not be tolerated under any circumstances, it is important to 299 
understand the cause and distinguish between operational negligence, poor system 300 
conditions, and unforeseen events as they take appropriate action. He noted ISOs must 301 
maintain open lines of communications, remain understanding and empathetic, and 302 
maximize the use of water whenever it is on rotation within their area.  303 
 304 
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Director Jiron expressed the Belen Highline has been running pretty full consistently for 305 
over a month. He asked how farmers are doing on the south end of the outfall, as they 306 
have been calling him saying they have not gotten water out there and ISOs are not 307 
answering and returning their phone calls.  308 
 309 
Mr. Martinez responded he is 100% committed to holding his team accountable, and if 310 
there are communication gaps, he needed to know. He said he would address those 311 
concerns and see if there is a pattern with a certain ISO. He stated they have made a 312 
concerted effort to push the Highline as long as they can, providing three delivery 313 
opportunities from the Highline itself. He noted the majority of the laterals it serves have 314 
only had two delivery opportunities, and as of yesterday, the Belen Highline dropped to 315 
40 CFS. He added it is no longer sustained to run it beyond the 240 Feeder Canal, and 316 
they have received requests from Isleta Pueblo irrigators, New Belen, and Los Lunas 317 
Lateral, so they will shift water away from the Highline to meet those needs.   318 
 319 
Chairman Kelly noted they have $300,000 for on-farm efficiency projects as they go into 320 
new year’s budget coming from their earned internal process. He said Mr. Martinez and 321 
his ditch riders probably know the best spots to spend that money. 322 
 323 
Mr. Martinez expressed they have a really bright GIS analyst, who has helped to flag 324 
properties with excessive duration times relative to their acreages, which will be an 325 
important tool to narrow in on those areas. He said he is also tracking rotations and the 326 
duration of each rotation, and they have flagged some rotations they think are taking 327 
longer than expected and trying to identify the cause.  328 
 329 
Mr. Casuga shared that is why they were out in the winter and having meetings with 330 
communities. He added this season was exceptionally worse than what they thought 331 
was going to be possible, and MRGCD needs to be on their game and doing a better job 332 
of communicating. He stated the temperature related to water frustrations in the valley is 333 
growing, and he asked that everybody who is angry to walk away and take a little bit to 334 
calm down and then talk later, as it is in times like these where professionalism should 335 
rise with customers they deliver to with MRGCD staff.  336 
 337 
Vice Chairman Baugh asked Mr. Martinez to thank his team for all they have been doing. 338 
He suggested it might be worthwhile to go over their monsoon ops in June and 339 
emphasize through the upcoming farmer irrigator forums how that really translates to a 340 
run of the river operation, what that means, and why they cannot just let the water run 341 
by.  342 

 343 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 - ITEMS FROM THE FLOOR (Comments are limited to three (3) 344 
minutes) 345 
 346 
Director Dunning 347 
Director Dunning thanked the Village of Los Ranchos for the bridge that is being converged with 348 
the Willaim’s Bridge, as it is important for the community. 349 
 350 
Chairman Kelly voiced they received an email from Gina Brenner, President of the Delmar 351 
Neighborhood Association in the North Valley, that they did a big cleanup and partnered with 352 
the City Solid Waste Division and MRGCD, who picked up 20 plus bags of trash and took them 353 
to the proper landfill. He said they would continue to work with any Neighborhood Association 354 
on mutually beneficial projects like this one. He thanked Ms. Brenner for the email.  355 
 356 
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See also Appendix IV. 357 
 358 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 7 - REPORT(S)  FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -  359 
 360 

a. Bureau of Reclamation - John Irizarry-Nazario, Deputy Area Manager 361 
Not present at today’s meeting. 362 
 363 

b. Bureau of Indian Affairs - Patrick Taber, Acting Designated Engineer  364 
 365 

Mr. Taber first thanked the members from the Six Middle Rio Grande Coalition and 366 
members of the pueblos that were there, as them being  there represents the importance 367 
of the resolution being discussed and making sure they understand what it represents 368 
not only historically, but  the conditions with which those releases were made. He added 369 
to the previous statement that releases like this have not been looked at, that they have 370 
had storage in those periods of time. He noted the Department of Interior wanted to look 371 
at the resolution closely and provide comments toward that. He said he wanted to 372 
coordinate with the District to make sure he is getting feedback from Ms. Marken and Mr. 373 
Martinez on conditions, as well as maintenance issues from Mr. Zamora. He expressed 374 
their final storage amount for prior and paramount was calculated at 40,379 acre feet, 375 
and he believed there to be 27,000 acre feet in storage currently. He noted they began 376 
prior and paramount rotations on March 7th, and they will continue to monitor conditions. 377 
He expected prior and paramount releases to be happening shortly, depending on how 378 
conditions occur. Mr. Taber voiced that he is continuing his weekly operation calls with 379 
the Pueblos to notify him of water delivery, maintenance, and operations issues. He 380 
mentioned he has had concerns regarding cutting of time, so he asked to make sure that 381 
is coordinated with the pueblos points of contact.   382 
 383 
Director Dunning asked if they are making any progress in the designated engineer 384 
permanent potion.  385 
 386 
Mr. Taber answered he believed so, but he has been the acting designated engineer for 387 
23 months now. He added that June 4th is the Bernalillo County Farmers Association 388 
and the next Middle Rio Grande Coalition Meeting. He expressed it was critical to have 389 
property representation there given the situation.  390 
 391 
Director Russo Baca voiced she has noted a lot of times there is leftover water when the 392 
P&P water gets released at the end of the year. She asked how they can ensure that 393 
gets to the Pueblos when they need it throughout the season.  394 
 395 
Mr. Taber responded that he thought there was a lot of interest in doing that, and it is an 396 
ongoing concern. 397 
 398 
Chairman Baugh asked if they were going to have the State Engineer there next month.  399 
 400 
Mr. Casuga answered they made a commitment to come back and speak on Rio Grande 401 
Compact issue, but they could request for them to speak on something else as well.  402 
 403 
Chairman Baugh inquired if P&P water that is not used is released and becomes the 404 
state’s to go against the debt. 405 
 406 
Mr. Taber responded yes, that is currently how it is being utilized.  407 

 408 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 8 - REPORT(S) FROM THE DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES- 409 
Christine L. Nardi, MBA 410 
 411 

a. Introduction of MRGCD New Hires 412 
 413 

Ms. Nardi introduced the new hires and job title changes. She announced a promotion to 414 
heavy equipment operator in the Cochiti Division and a new mechanic in the Socorro 415 
Division.  416 

 417 
b. Recognition of Retiring Employees - Doug Strech, Systems and Data Integration 418 

Program Manager and Eric Zamora, Director of Technical Services  419 
 420 

Mr. Casuga recognized Eric Zamora, Director of Technical Services, who is retiring, and 421 
presented him with gifts.  422 
 423 
Chairman Kelly, the Directors, Ms. Wiggins, and Ms. Fanelli thanked Mr. Zamora for his 424 
hard work and congratulated him on retirement.  425 
 426 
Mr. Casuga recognized Doug Strech, Systems and Data Integration Program Manager, 427 
who is also retiring, and presented him with gifts. 428 
 429 
Chairman Kelly, the directors, Ms. Wiggins, Ms. Fanelli, and Ms. Najmi thanked Mr. 430 
Strech for his hard work and congratulated him on retirement.  431 
 432 

      433 

 434 
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 435 
[The Board took a brief recess at 4:59 pm and reconvened at 5:08 pm] 436 

 437 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9 - REPORT(S) FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LANDS & CONSERVATION 438 
- Casey Ish 439 
 440 

a. Update on 2026 Water Leasing Program - Carlos Armijo, On-Farm Water 441 
Resources Specialist 442 
 443 
Mr. Armijo gave an update on the Water Leasing Program. He said it is underway and 444 
they are signing people up weekly. He noted they have 1068 acres registered, 226 of 445 
those for late season, and 841 for multi-year. He added that 20% of the participants this 446 
year are coming back from last year’s program and 28% are coming back from the last 447 
two years. He added it will close on the 15th, and they should have a better 448 
understanding of the exact participation rate then.   449 
 450 
Vice Chairman Baugh appreciated them making a flexible move and was encouraged to 451 
see the community responding in an appropriate manner.  452 
 453 
Chairman Kelly asked where they were money wise.  454 
 455 
Mr. Armijo answered they are beyond what they anticipated regarding budget, and the 456 
participants signing up now are going to be in the multiyear program. 457 
 458 
Mr. Ish added they anticipate surpassing the original budget, and they have been in 459 
contact with NWFW and they have no issue with them extending the budget, especially 460 
for locking in multi-year acreage contracts.  461 
 462 
Chairman Kelly inquired if everyone from now has to be a multiyear because they 463 
already hit that budget threshold. 464 
 465 
Mr. Ish answered yes, they will basically cover all late season applications with the initial 466 
$300,000 budgeted, and anything additional will fold into what is considered a multi-year 467 
contract anyway. 468 
 469 
Mr. Casuga asked when they expect the next season to open back up. 470 
 471 
Mr. Ish responded probably mid to late November.  472 

 473 
b. Report on Urban Issues Committee Meeting, May 7, 2026 - Casey Ish, Director of 474 

Lands & Conservation, Amanda Molina, Director of Communications, Vice 475 
Chairman Baugh, Directors Dunning and Russo Baca 476 

 477 
Mr. Ish stated they convened a meeting of the Urban Issues Committee last week and 478 
the only item on the agenda was reviewing applications they received for the Advisory 479 
Committee. He noted they had 16 applicants and 10 seats to fill, and they are now in the 480 
process of finalizing. He said they would notify people of their nomination shortly. 481 
 482 
Chairman Kelly expressed they needed to be sure and send the non-successful 483 
applicants a thanks for applying letter. 484 
 485 
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Mr. Casuga expressed the goal between now and next month is to make sure the 486 
applicants chosen can affirmatively accept, and then they will get a full list of everybody 487 
before informing the public.  488 
 489 
Chairman Kelly added they also need to determine who is going to serve an initial one 490 
year term and initial two year term to start the staggering.  491 

 492 
c. Consideration/Approval of Sais Lateral  Abandonment and Removal Sta. 58+60 - 493 

ISO Zone B13 - Belen Division - Michael Padilla, Right-of-Way Supervisor 494 
 495 

Chairman Kelly noted there was a detailed mailout on this item sent to the directors, 496 
which spelled out where and why and made a good case for the abandonment of the 497 
lateral.  498 
 499 
See also Appendix V. 500 

 501 
Director Dunning made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE SAIS LATERAL 502 

ABANDONMENT AND REMOVAL STA. 58+60 - ISO ZONE B13 - BELEN DIVISION. 503 
Seconded by Director Russo Baca. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 504 
 505 

d. Discussion/Approval of MOU between Ciudad Soil & Water Conservation District  506 
and MRGCD for Mutual Water Conservation Projects Access - Casey Ish, Director 507 
of  Lands & Conservation 508 

 509 
Chairman Kelly voiced there was also a mailout on this item regarding an agreement to 510 
work with Ciudad that was very straightforward. 511 
 512 
Director Dunning shared this talked about the projects being in the MRGCD benefited 513 
area, but they have other soil and conservation districts in the benefited area, but Mr. Ish 514 
assured her they were not going to do projects in those areas.  515 
 516 
Vice Chairman Baugh applauded the efforts the District was doing to further strengthen 517 
ties with other agencies in times of crisis to come together and make this better for 518 
everyone.  519 
 520 
Director Dunning made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE MOU BETWEEN CIUDAD 521 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT AND MRGCD FOR MUTUAL WATER 522 
CONSERVATION PROJECTS ACCESS. Seconded by Vice Chairman Baugh. The MOTION 523 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 524 

 525 
 526 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10 - REPORT(S) FROM THE DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL SERVICES - 527 
Eric Zamora, PE 528 
 529 

a. Maintenance and Construction Updates  530 
 531 
Mr. Zamora gave the maintenance and construction updates. He shared they have 532 
recommenced construction activities on the Corrales Siphon Project, as they began 533 
installing the conductor casing late last week, which they hope to be done this week and 534 
start drilling operations near the end of the month. Regarding the Feeder 3 Project, they 535 
should be demobbed by the end of the month, and the delivery of the butterfly valves are 536 
delayed but will likely be delivered around October or November. He said work has been 537 
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completed and an irrigation event has taken place with significant improvements with the 538 
Middle Road Project, their partnership with Socorro County. He noted if irrigators go one 539 
at a time, they should be significant improvements with that project. He expressed they 540 
are partnering with the City of Albuquerque and provided design services for some 541 
upgrades at some city fields in Los Poblanos that begun recently with Lopez Precision. 542 
He believed the deadline was June 30th to complete that project and expend the funds, 543 
and it should bring significant improvements on irrigation times. He added that things are 544 
moving right along with mowing activities and spring activities have commenced 545 
throughout the divisions.  546 
 547 
Director Russo Baca gave a shoutout to their younger engineer team, who presented at 548 
the Dam Owners Coalition Conference, and did a fabulous job representing the District. 549 
 550 
Mr. Zamora sent a big thank you to the people at BOR, as they had some HEC-RAS 1D 551 
and 2D model training, which gave their engineers an opportunity to start asking 552 
questions and learning the process.  553 

 554 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 11 - REPORT(S) FROM THE SECRETARY-TREASURER/CFO - Pamela 555 
Fanelli, CMA, CGFM 556 
 557 

a. Report on Finance Committee Meeting, April 23, 2026 - Chairman Kelly, Vice 558 
Chairman Baugh, and Director Russo Baca 559 

 560 
Chairman Kelly reported they had a Finance Committee Meeting, where they buttoned 561 
up the budget, which is now ready to approve.   562 

 563 
b. Consideration/Approval of Resolution BA-05-11-26-114 Adoption of Amended 564 

Budget for Fiscal Year 2026 (07-01-25 to 06-30-26)  565 
 566 

Ms. Fanelli explained the budget amendment for consideration is to bring in revenues 567 
and expenditures related to the Grant Fund into the FY26 Budget, as there are grant 568 
awards they did not initially budget for. 569 

 570 
Vice Chairman Baugh made the MOTION TO RESOLUTION BA-05-11-26-114. 571 

Seconded by Director Russo Baca. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 572 
 573 

c. Consideration/Approval of Resolution BA-05-11-26-115 for the Adopted Budget for 574 
Fiscal Year 2027 (07-01-26 to 06-30-27) 575 

 576 
Raquel Dawson presented on the FY27 proposed budget. She shared the budget was 577 
developed with maintaining a balanced budget without overspending projected revenues 578 
and addressing the District’s aging infrastructure in mind. She said two major projects 579 
planned in FY27 include the Corrales Siphon Replacement Project and the Feeder 3 580 
Pump Station. She stated in the General Fund, revenues are budgeted at $33.3 million, 581 
and the ad valorem mill rates will not change, but the District projects a 3% increase in 582 
ad valorem valuations. She noted that Water Service charges increased from $59.25 to 583 
$61.03. General Fund expenditure is also budgeted at $33.3 million, with 57% of that 584 
being personnel costs. She talked about some of the increases for FY27, including 585 
salary infringes increasing by $1 million, doubling on-farm funding and Conservation 586 
Program, and they added for habitat conservation. She added that professional services 587 
are seeing a big increase to accommodate design and studies for investment into future 588 
projects, and vehicle maintenance was increased to accommodate increases in parts 589 
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and repair costs. She noted they will have to keep an eye on the current fuel prices. She 590 
stated board requests were incorporated into the budget and the budget for equipment 591 
from the General Fund was minimized for FY27, but they did receive a $4 million 592 
equipment loan this year. Ms. Dawson stated they continue to reserve funding for future 593 
levee projects in the Long Term Assets Fund. in the Debt Service Fund, they funded 594 
transfers from the Capital Investment Fund, and debt obligations are budgeted in FY27 595 
at $1.57 million. She noted the Grant Fund was balanced, with revenues and transfers in 596 
and expenditures totaling $16.3 million, with $11 million of that being grant revenue, 597 
$363,000 loan proceeds, and $4.9 million grant match from the Capital Investment Fund. 598 
She said project ad valorem revenue is $4.7 million for FY27, $7.1 million for total 599 
expenditures, $1.57 million going to the Debt Service Fund, $4.9 million to the Grant 600 
Fund for match for the Corrales Siphon and Feeder 3 Projects. She added they 601 
budgeted $525,000 for the electric connection cost for Feeder 3 in the Capital fund. She 602 
expressed the project fund balance in the Capital Reserve Fund is $382. 603 
 604 
See also Appendix VI. 605 
 606 
Mr. Casuga clarified the Water Service Charge rising by the CPI Index was not a new 607 
action. 608 
 609 
Chairman Kelly noted the budget includes two new full-time positions. 610 
 611 
Mr. Casuga explained that because of the great work staff has been doing and investing 612 
in the Bosque, they are leveraging $9 million worth of investment from the state, as well 613 
as a significant investment being made form a technology standpoint to broaden access, 614 
which both require more staff to do that work.  615 
 616 
Director Dunning noted the Sun Zia is paying for the habitat mitigation, not MRGCD.  617 
 618 
Chairman Kelly suggested putting a footnote on the page that mentions that. 619 
 620 
Ms. Fanelli responded they will do that, and she added that was being offset by revenue 621 
they already paid the MRGCD. 622 
 623 
Chairman Kelly mentioned doubling the on-farm efficiency and they had to make some 624 
decisions on which projects to move forward, which were the Corrales Siphon and 625 
Feeder 3 Pump Station. He noted as they go forward, they will be able to move into the 626 
list of urgent projects more. 627 
 628 
Director Russo Baca made the MOTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION BA-05-11-26-629 

115. Seconded by Director Dunning The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 630 
 631 

d. Report on Association of Government Accountants Conference, April 28-29, 2026 - 632 
Pamela Fanelli, Secretary-Treasurer/CFO 633 

 634 
Ms. Fanelli reported the accounting staff went to the Association of Governmental 635 
Accounting Conference on April 28th and 29th, which was titled Keeping Accountability 636 
on Track. She said the conference mostly discussed fraud, waster, and abuse, and 637 
stressed the importance of keeping vigilant and following internal controls.  638 
 639 
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Chairman Kelly commented there was a preponderance of per diem requests processed 640 
here that each board member certifies. He urged them to make conscious decisions if 641 
they are social events or business that is part of being MRGCD and a board member.   642 

 643 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 12 - REPORT(S) FROM THE CHIEF ENGINEER/CEO– Jason M. Casuga, 644 
PE 645 

a. Report on the National Water Resources Association Federal Water Issues 646 
Conference, April 27-29, 2026, Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO, Casey Ish, 647 
Director of Lands & Conservation, Vice Chairman Baugh, and Directors Lopez and 648 
Russo Baca 649 

 650 
Mr. Casuga reported on the NWRA Federal Issues Conference, which showed great 651 
value. He said they had great meetings on the Hill and disappointing meetings. He shared 652 
they got to meet with the Water and Natural Resources Committees. He stated they talked 653 
about El Vado, funding, storage, and Bosque management while they were there, and he 654 
was cautiously optimistic about whether or not it turns into something good or not.  655 
 656 
Chairman Kelly voiced one of the most important projects led by the federal government 657 
include the Low Flow Conveyance Channel and the riverbed below there. He asked if they 658 
should be more involved in that project and if they should budget for it.  659 
 660 
Mr. Casuga answered no if he was talking about the River Mile 60 area, as the federal 661 
government is going to be there and MRGCD did their role as a public agency to provide 662 
comments to the EIS. He understood that a lot of the comments were addressed publicly 663 
in a way that they are going to rewrite their new documents, so the process worked. He 664 
added one of the most positive conversations at the Federal Issues Conference was 665 
around title transfer, and he hoped there would be conversations about the Low Flow 666 
Conveyance Channel that come out of that. He felt they were moving to the idea that the 667 
State and MRGCD should own and maintain the Low Flow in partnership together. 668 
 669 
Chairman Kelly asked what hurdles they have to assume active maintenance of a facility 670 
outside of their benefited area as compared to throwing money at the Bureau for El Vado. 671 
 672 
Ms. Wiggins responded they have looked at that issue before and having projects 673 
supported by MRGCD outside of the benefited area is not a legal issue.  674 
 675 
Mr. Casuga added they do not have a legal barrier to do maintenance down there, but the 676 
work they are doing on the Low Flow has a drain element and for it to be used as a 677 
Compact management tool, MRGCD probably needs the support of the state, as it is a 678 
state obligation.  679 

 680 
b. Report on Farmers for Future Farmers Meeting, April 14, 2026 - Jason M. Casuga, 681 

Chief Engineer/CEO and Director Russo Baca 682 
 683 

Mr. Casuga expressed he was invited to a meeting where he let staff sit out and just talked 684 
with the farmers himself so they could be really candid. He said the conversations were 685 
cordial, even though they were dealing with heavy topics about satisfaction of services 686 
provided by MRGCD. He stated hydrology is out of their control, but MRGCD staff 687 
professionally approaching their job is the genesis of those type of conversations.  688 

 689 
c. Report on the Annual Rio Grande Compact Commission Meeting, April 16-17, 2026 690 

- Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO, Casey Ish, Director of Lands & 691 
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Conservation, Anne Marken, River Ops. & Telemetry Manager, Vice Chairman 692 
Baugh, Directors Dunning, Sandoval and Russo Baca  693 

 694 
Mr. Casuga reported on the Annual Rio Grande Compact Commission Meeting. He noted 695 
all the energy was before the meeting and the overall atmosphere around the Rio Grande 696 
Compact was more celebratory that the three states were not in litigation. He stated 697 
MRGCD and the Pueblos continue to seek an opportunity to have an item on the standing 698 
agenda. He expressed he did not love that the Pueblos, as their constituents, have to 699 
speak under the BIA item, and he felt the state supported that, but changing the historical 700 
process of a Compact meeting requires consent for all three states and right now they do 701 
not all consent on that. He added they should be more public at that meeting in the future 702 
on the Pueblos having a voice.  703 

 704 
d. Report on the Water Leaders Workshop, April 20-22, 2026 - Jason M. Casuga, Chief 705 

Engineer/CEO, Casey Ish, Director  of Lands & Conservation, Anne Marken, River 706 
Ops. & Telemetry Manager, Brittney Erdmann, Hydrology Technician II, Vice 707 
Chairman Baugh, and Director Russo Baca 708 

 709 
Mr. Casuga stated he was impressed with the Water Leaders Workshop. He gave thanks 710 
to the New Mexico tech people and the Bureau of Geology who put that on. He came 711 
away from that feeling there was no one titling in one direction, as it was just the passing 712 
of information and thoughtful answering.  713 
 714 

e. Information on Upcoming Events: 715 
1. Law of the Colorado River Annual Conference, May 18-19, 2026: Santa Fe, 716 

NM 717 
2. MRGCD’s Community and Farmers Informational Meetings, 9 am to 12 pm 718 

a. May 28, 2026, Sandoval County - Village of Corrales Gym 719 
b. June 4, 2026, Bernalillo County - Village of Los Rancho Village Hall 720 
c. June 18, 2026, Valencia County - Village of Los Lunas Train Station 721 

Auditorium 722 
d. June 24, 2026, Socorro County - City of Socorro Convention Center 723 

3. 2026 Next Generation Water Summit, June 11-12, 2026: Santa Fe, NM 724 
4. Present MRGCD’s First Quarterly Update on the Atrisco Acequia Madre 725 

Project at the Bernalillo County Commission Administrative Meeting, June 726 
23, 2026: Albuquerque, NM 727 

 728 
Mr. Casuga discussed the upcoming events. He added they are trying to plan a 729 
Bernalillo specific tour with Stephanie Telles the new City Councilor, as she is 730 
trying to get a broader understanding of things and feels there should be a boarder 731 
conversation at the City Council level of water management issues.  732 
 733 
Director Dunning wished they would have had the meeting about the Compact 10 734 
years ago, as it is so important. She asked if there was any way to make that 735 
information available for the public in a way they could understand it.  736 
 737 
Mr. Casuga gave a reminder that UNM is developing a storyboard of the Compact, 738 
specifically showing how the Rio Grande Compact affects the MRGCD. He said 739 
his team could probably give an update on that.  740 

 741 
 742 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 13 - REPORT(S) FROM THE MRGCD ATTORNEY(s) - Chief Water 743 
Counsel or General Counsel   744 
MRGCD Counsel had no reports for the board at today’s meeting. 745 
 746 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 14 - REPORT(S) FROM THE BOARD  747 

 748 
a. Report on Candelaria Tree Nursery Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, April 14, 2026 - Vice 749 

Chairman Baugh 750 
b. Report on the Planning Meeting for the Belen Marsh, April 15, 2026 - Director 751 

Russo Baca 752 
c. Report on Public Comment at APS School Board Meeting, April 15, 2026  - Vice 753 

Chairman Baugh 754 
d. Report on Meeting with APS Real Estate Team and Polk Middle School, April 22, 755 

2026 - Vice Chairman Baugh 756 
e. Report on Valencia County Soil and Water Conservation District Earth Day 757 

Celebration, April 24, 2026 - Director Russo Baca  758 
f. Report on Rio Grande Agricultural Land Trust Birding Tour, April 25, 2026 - 759 

Director Russo Baca 760 
g. Report on Rio Grande Compact 101 Board of Directors Training, May 4, 2026 - Vice 761 

Chairman Baugh, Directors Dunning and Russo Baca 762 
h. Report on NM Water Trust Exploratory Committee, May 5, 2026 - Director Russo 763 

Baca 764 
i. Report on NM Watershed & Dam Owners Coalition Conference, May 6-8, 2026 - 765 

Director Russo Baca 766 
j. Report on Pueblo of San Felipe Feast Day, May 1, 2026 - Vice Chairman Baugh, 767 

Amanda Molina, Director of Communications, Casey Ish, Director of Lands & 768 
Conservation  769 
There were written reports provided for each report.  770 
 771 
See also Appendix VII. 772 
 773 
Director Russo Baca hoped people were reading the reports so they can see how the 774 
directors are touching the District. She encouraged constituents to reach out if they have 775 
questions.  776 

 777 
Chairman Kelly made the MOTION TO APPROVE THE REPORTS FROM THE 778 

BOARD.  Seconded by Director Jiron. The MOTION CARRIED 4 to 1. 779 
 780 
Director Dunning noted for the record she was the one no vote.   781 

 782 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 16 EXECUTIVE SESSION 783 

a. NMSA 1978 Open Meetings Act, Section 10-15-1(H)2 784 
1. Limited Personnel Matters 785 

 786 
b. NMSA 1978 Open Meetings Act, Section 10-15-1(H)7 787 

1. Threatened or Pending Litigation 788 
 789 
The Board did not go into an Executive Session at today’s meeting. 790 
 791 
With no further comments, questions, or concerns, Chairman Kelly adjourned the meeting at 6:01 792 
pm. 793 

 794 
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Approved to be the correct Minutes of the Board of Directors of May 11, 2026. 795 
 796 
 797 
ATTESTED: 798 
 799 
________________________  ______________________________ 800 
Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CGFM  John P. Kelly, Chairman 801 
Secretary/Treasurer  MRGCD Board of Directors 802 



THE MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING PRIORITY OF EL VADO STORAGE RIGHTS 2 

No. 3 

4 

WHEREAS, Congress passed the Act of March 13, 1928 (“1928 Act”) (45 Stat. 312) 5 
to support the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District (“MRGCD”) and fund certain 6 
“construction cost of such conservation, irrigation, drainage, and flood-control work 7 
apportioned to the” lands of the Pueblos of Cochiti, Santo Domingo, San Felipe, Santa Ana, 8 
Sandia, and Isleta (“Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos”); and  9 

WHEREAS, in the 1928 Act, Congress recognized “prior and paramount” water rights 10 
of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos for lands then under cultivation:  11 

[A]ll present water rights now appurtenant to the approximately eight thousand12 
three hundred and forty-six acres of irrigated Pueblo lands owned individually13 
or as pueblos under the proposed plans of the district, and all water for the14 
domestic purposes of the Indians and for their stock shall be prior and15 
paramount to any rights of the district or of any property holder therein, which16 
priority so defined shall be recognized and protected in the agreement between17 
the Secretary of the Interior and the said Middle Rio Grande Conservancy18 
District, . . .  and such irrigated area of approximately 8,346 acres shall not be19 
subject by the district or otherwise to any pro rata share of the cost of future20 
operation and maintenance or betterment work performed by the district.21 

45 Stat. 312; and 22 

WHEREAS, on December 14, 1928, MRGCD executed the Agreement by and 23 
Between the United States of America, Acting by the Secretary of the Interior, and the Middle 24 
Rio Grande Conservancy District, Providing for Conservation, Irrigation, Drainage, and Flood 25 
Control for the Pueblo Indian Lands in the Rio Grande Valley, New Mexico (“1928 Contract”); 26 
and 27 

WHEREAS, the 1928 Contract provides that MRGCD shall construct “necessary 28 
works,” including an “impounding reservoir,” to “actually divert and carry the water to the 29 
acreage of Indian lands of the several pueblos approximating 23,607 acres and especially so 30 
that the new system will carry and deliver to all areas of Indian lands now irrigated an 31 
adequate water supply”; and  32 

WHEREAS, the 1928 Contract provides that “[t]he cultivated area of the Pueblo Indian 33 
lands approximating 8,346 acres, has water rights for such area that are not subject to the 34 
laws of the State of New Mexico, and are prior and paramount to any rights of the District or 35 
any property holder therein;” and 36 

4Appendix I
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 WHEREAS, the 1928 Contract further provides that MRGCD “hereby recognizes 37 
these water rights now appurtenant to the said area of irrigated Pueblo Indian Lands . . . as 38 
prior and paramount to any rights of the district or of any property holder therein;” and  39 

 WHEREAS, the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer issued Permit No. 1690 to 40 
MRGCD allowing for the appropriation of 198,110 acre feet of storage of Rio Chama water in 41 
El Vado Reservoir to supplement MRGCD’s natural flow right; and 42 

 WHEREAS, the State Engineer approval for Permit No. 1690 stated “[t]his application 43 
is approved provided it is not exercised to the detriment of any others having prior valid 44 
existing rights to the waters of said stream system,” and the “accepted priority date of the 45 
filing is September 4, 1923;” and 46 

 WHEREAS, in 1931, the State Engineer issued Permit No. 0620 to MRGCD for 47 
MRGCD’s diversions from the Rio Grande; and 48 

 WHEREAS, in its application for Permit No. 0620, the MRGCD asserted water rights 49 
appurtenant to 123,267 acres of land, including 80,785 acres of land irrigated prior to the 50 
Conservancy Project and well before 1923; and 51 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD’s right under Permit No. 0620 includes diversions to carry water 52 
to the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos’ “prior and paramount” and newly reclaimed lands; and 53 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD began principal construction on El Vado Dam in 1933, and El 54 
Vado Reservoir filled by 1936; and 55 

 WHEREAS, from initial construction until approximately 1956, MRGCD operated El 56 
Vado Dam and Reservoir pursuant to Permit No. 1690; and 57 

 WHEREAS, in 1938, the States of New Mexico, Colorado, and Texas entered into the 58 
Rio Grande Compact (“Compact”) (53 Stat. 785); and  59 

 WHEREAS, the Compact apportions the natural waters of the Rio Grande among the 60 
States of Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas; and 61 

 WHEREAS, under Article VI of the Compact, if New Mexico is in debit status, New 62 
Mexico must retain water in storage at all times to the extent of its accrued debit; and  63 

 WHEREAS, under Article VII of the Compact, whenever Usable Water in the Rio 64 
Grande Project storage account at Elephant Butte and Caballo Reservoirs is less than 65 
400,000 AF, New Mexico and Colorado may not increase the storage of natural Rio Grande 66 
Basin water in upstream reservoirs constructed after 1929; and  67 

WHEREAS, Article XVI of the Compact provides that “[n]othing in this Compact shall 68 
be construed as affecting the obligations of the United States of America to Mexico under 69 
existing treaties or to the Indian Tribes, or as impairing the rights of the Indian Tribes;” and 70 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD records show that the estimate for the area of lands within the 71 
Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos under cultivation in 1928 changed from 8,346 acres to 8,847 72 
acres in approximately 1939; and 73 
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 WHEREAS, Congress passed the Flood Control Act of 1948 (“1948 Act”) (62 Stat. 74 
1171) to appropriate money to prepare a “comprehensive plan” to rehabilitate MRGCD’s 75 
irrigation structures; and 76 

 WHEREAS, the 1948 Act recognizes that the plan was not intended to affect or 77 
abrogate “in any way the laws of the State of New Mexico in which the Middle Rio Grande 78 
Valley lies, relating to the control, appropriation, or distribution of water used in irrigation or 79 
for municipal or other uses, or any right vested therein;” and 80 

 WHEREAS, Congress passed the Flood Control Act of 1950 (“1950 Act”) (64 Stat. 81 
163) to appropriate money for “completion of the plan approved in the Flood Control Act of 82 
June 30, 1948, for the Rio Grande Basin;” and 83 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the 1950 Act, MRGCD executed Contract 178r-423, Contract 84 
Between the United States and the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District for Rehabilitation 85 
and Construction of Project Works, and Repayment of Reimbursable Construction Costs 86 
Thereof (“1951 Contract”); and 87 

 WHEREAS, the 1951 Contract provides that MRGCD shall transfer “water filings 88 
including filing for storage and use of water in the El Vado Reservoir” to the United States “for 89 
beneficial use in the project and for Indian lands in the project area;” and 90 

 WHEREAS, the 1951 Contract further provides that “[t]he status of the Indian lands 91 
and water rights in relation to the Conservancy District and the Bureau of Reclamation shall 92 
not be changed whether the works of said District are operated by the District or by the Bureau 93 
of Reclamation;” and 94 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD executed Amendment No. 3 to the 1951 Contract in 1956; and 95 

 WHEREAS, Amendment No. 3 to the 1951 Contract provides that the United States 96 
shall assume “operation and maintenance of El Vado Dam and Reservoir;” and 97 

 WHEREAS, in 1957, the Bureau of Indian Affairs promulgated 25 C.F.R. § 172.1 98 
designating the total irrigable area of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos as 20,242.05 acres, 99 
of which 8,847 acres are “[l]ands with recognized water nights not subject to operation and 100 
maintenance or betterment changes by the District and designated as ‘now irrigated’” for the 101 
purposes of the 1928 Act; and 102 

 WHEREAS, beginning in 1958, MRGCD executed several operation and maintenance 103 
contracts with the Bureau of Reclamation; and 104 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD executed in 1980 the Agreement By and Between the United 105 
States of America Acting by the Secretary of the Interior, and the Middle Rio Grande 106 
Conservancy District, Political Subdivision of the State of New Mexico, Providing for the 107 
Payment of Operation and Maintenance Charges on Newly Reclaimed Pueblo Indian Lands 108 
in the Rio Grande Valley, New Mexico, and for Other Purposes (“1980 O&M Contract”); and 109 

 WHEREAS, the 1980 O&M Contract incorporates terms from the 1928 Contract 110 
whereby MRGCD agreed that water rights for 8,346 acres are “prior and paramount to any 111 
rights of the District or of any property holder therein;” and 112 
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 WHEREAS, The 1980 O&M Contract provides that MRGCD agrees “to implement and 113 
protect such storage rights” of the Pueblo as they “have enjoyed . . . since [El Vado] 114 
[R]eservoir was placed in operation;” and 115 

 WHEREAS, in 1981, the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Irrigation Committee, Bureau 116 
of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Reclamation, and Secretary of Interior’s Designated Engineer 117 
executed the Agreement: Procedures for Storage and Release of Indian Water Entitlement 118 
of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos (“1981 Procedures Agreement”); and 119 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD is not a party to the 1981 Procedures Agreement; and 120 

 WHEREAS, the 1981 Procedures Agreement provides, “the [Bureau of Reclamation] 121 
shall annually store, or designate for storage, the quantity of water in the El Vado Reservoir 122 
necessary to satisfy the prior and paramount water rights of the six [Middle Rio Grande] 123 
Pueblos, as determined by [Bureau of Reclamation] and Designated Engineer,” regardless of 124 
whether such storage operations may impair senior downstream rights, including MRGCD’s 125 
water right; and 126 

 WHEREAS, the Bureau of Reclamation continues to operate El Vado Dam and 127 
Reservoir pursuant to the 1951 Contract, as amended, and Permit No. 1690, including 128 
storage operations according to the 1981 Procedures Agreement for the Six Middle Rio 129 
Grande Pueblos’ “prior and paramount” rights; and 130 

 WHEREAS, during maintenance and reconstruction operations at El Vado Dam, the  131 
Bureau of Reclamation, Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority and the 132 
MRGCD have reached an agreement to allow the storage of up to 100,000 acre-feet of water 133 
for the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos, Rio Grande Compact debit water, and MRGCD usable 134 
irrigation water, in the water authority's allotted space in Abiquiu Reservoir; 135 

 WHEREAS, the Bureau of Reclamation now stores water in and makes releases from 136 
Abiquiu Reservoir for “prior and paramount” operations; and 137 

 WHEREAS, storage operations in either El Vado Reservoir or Abiquiu Reservoir 138 
pursuant to the 1981 Procedures Agreement and Permit No. 1690 may, depending on timing 139 
and hydrological conditions, result in decreased stream flow at MRGCD’s diversion points; 140 
and 141 

WHEREAS, the exercise of the junior right under Permit No. 1690 for storage 142 
operations in either El Vado Reservoir or Abiquiu Reservoir may, depending on timing and 143 
hydrological conditions, impair MRGCD’s senior water rights under Permit No. 0620,  144 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors that: 145 

1. MRGCD recognizes that natural flow water rights appurtenant to the lands of the 146 
Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos under cultivation in 1928 are prior and paramount 147 
to the natural flow water rights of the district; and 148 

2. MRGCD submits that its diversion right and other water rights for lands under 149 
cultivation prior to September 4, 1923, including its diversion right to serve lands 150 
of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos, has priority over any storage right under 151 
Permit No. 1690, including storage for “prior and paramount” operations; and 152 

3. MRGCD has not waived or otherwise disclaimed its right to seek priority 153 
administration against any storage right, including the storage right under Permit 154 
No. 1690; and 155 

4. The Chief Engineer / Chief Executive Officer of the district shall have the power, 156 
discretion, and responsibility to do all things necessary or advisable to assert and 157 
protect the priority of MRGCD’s water rights, including the right to divert water to 158 
serve the prior and paramount rights of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos or 159 
protest any water right applications or other administrative actions; and 160 

5. The Chief Engineer / Chief Executive Officer of the district shall supervise, direct, 161 
coordinate, and control studies and monitoring efforts necessary or advisable to 162 
determine if and when storage operations impair MRGCD’s water rights, and if the 163 
Chief Engineer / Chief Executive Officer determines that storage operations are 164 
impairing or imminently will impair MRGCD’s water rights, then the Chief Engineer 165 
/ Chief Executive Officer may, in his / her / their discretion, request that the State 166 
Engineer perform priority administration or alternative administration, make a call 167 
on the river, or take such other necessary or advisable actions to demand that 168 
junior water rights holders curtail their use to protect MRGCD’s senior rights; and  169 

6. MRGCD generally supports efforts to review the 1981 Procedures Agreement, 170 
including discussions of carryover storage, as necessary to allow the Six Middle 171 
Rio Grande Pueblos to receive the benefit of water stored in priority for lands with 172 
prior and paramount water rights, without impairing or compromising MRGCD’s 173 
rights.  174 

Passed by the District Board this ___ day of __________ 2026. 175 

 176 

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 177 

 178 

     ___________________________________________ 179 
John P. Kelly, Chairman 180 
 MRGCD Board of Directors 181 
 182 

  183 
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 184 
ATTEST: 185 

 186 
___________________________________ 187 
Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CGFM 188 
Secretary-Treasurer/CFO 189 
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Water Supply Update 

Prepared and Presented by: Anne Marken

Date: 5/11/2026

Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District Board 
of Directors Meeting
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https://nwcc-
apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=2&elements=&networks=!&states=!&counties=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=false
&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,para
meter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=esriNgwm&displayType=station&basinType=6&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-
8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&sc
aleMax=&referencePeriodType=POR&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=42.300&lon=-114.300&zoom=4.5



https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/awdb/site-plots/POR/WTEQ/NM/Chamita.html?showYears=2026



https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/uv/?ts_id=101151&format=img_default&site_no=08313000&begin_date=20260201&end_date=20260309



https://natwebvaww01.er.usgs.gov/nwisweb/data/img/USGS.08330000.101248.00060..20260315.20260413.log.0.p50.pres.gif



7-Day NWS Forecast

https://www.weather.gov/abq/TempPop



NWS 8-14 Day Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1


NWS Summer Seasonal Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1


Questions?



From: Delamar Neighborhood Association
To: Tarah Jaramillo
Cc: Jancw; Stephen Miller
Subject: Delamar Neighborhood public comment
Date: Friday, May 8, 2026 7:59:27 AM

You don't often get email from delamarneighborhood@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Hi Tarah,
We spoke on the phone Wednesday. My name is Gina Breña and I am the
president of the Delamar Neighborhood Association in the North Valley.
Below is my public comment to be added to the board meeting for May 11.
Thank you for your help!

My name is Gina Breña and I am the president of the Delamar
Neighborhood Association in the North Valley. Our neighborhood
boundaries are North of Griegos, South of Montaño, West of 4th Street and
East of South Guadalupe Trail. Running through our neighborhood is the
Harwood Lateral. On Saturday April 18, our neighborhood association
organized an acequia limpia. This was the second time we have hosted this
cleanup effort on the Harwood since our neighborhood association began in
2023, and we hope to make it an annual event. We partnered with the City
of Albuquerque's Solid Waste department for their Earth Day's "Keep
Albuquerque Beautiful" initiative that invites groups to clean up parts of the
city. They provided trash grabbers, gloves, trash bags and hand sanitizer to
our group. We were very grateful for these supplies and for the crew from
the MRGCD who picked up the 20+ bags of trash that we collected. It turned
out to be a successful collaboration between our neighborhood, the City and
the MRGCD! Still, the clean up effort was a reminder to all of us who
volunteered just how much work is needed to keep our acequia clean and
healthy. We are now wondering how we can best collaborate with the
MRGCD to:

keep trash out of the acequia 
remove and mitigate the broken glass along the walkway (there's still
a lot)
remove and mitigate the growth of invasive species like tumbleweeds
and sumac trees 
plant more trees in areas where there are none 
install a trash can 
install signs that remind people to keep the area clean 
stay informed about the Harwood Lateral Trail & Dog Park progress
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We cherish our green space and we want to work with the MRGCD to keep
it healthy and clean. We are asking for even more collaboration from your
organization and we look forward to hearing from you on next steps towards
this goal. Thank you!

-- 
Gina Breña
Delamar Neighborhood Association
https://delamarneighborhood.wordpress.com/
Neighborhood boundaries: North of Griegos, South of Montaño, West of 4th Street, East of
South Guadalupe Trail

https://delamarneighborhood.wordpress.com/
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Photo 1, looking west from the Casa Colorada Acequia at the discharge point of the Sais Lateral. The Check downstream is up, Irrigation water from the Casa Colorada Acequia is backing into the Sais Lateral. 
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Photo 2, Turnout that supplies the southern half of Tract 18A1B. 
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Photo 3, Second Turnout that supplies irrigation to the southern half of Tract 18A1B
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Photo 4, Water pass across the Casa Colorada Drain. 
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Photo 5, Water pass inlet, Proposed area of a new wasteway to the Casa Colorada Drain. 



Fiscal Year 2027 Proposed Budget

May 11, 2026

Middle Rio Grande 
Conservancy District
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General Fund - Revenue



General Fund - Expenditures



Long-Term Assets Fund



Debt Service Fund



Grant Fund



Capital Investment Fund





From: Colin Baugh
To: Tarah Jaramillo
Subject: Meeting write ups
Date: Thursday, May 7, 2026 9:22:04 AM

4/14 – Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at Candelaria Tree Nursery (2:00 PM–3:30 PM)
Attended the ribbon cutting ceremony at Candelaria Tree Nursery from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM.
The event celebrated the opening and continued growth of the nursery while bringing together
community members, local partners, and supporters. Participants had the opportunity to tour
the site, learn about the nursery’s services and community impact, and network with attendees
during the ceremony and reception.

4/15 – APS Public Comment at Board Meeting (5:00 PM–6:30 PM)
Attended the APS public comment session during the board meeting from 5:00 PM to 6:30
PM. Community members and stakeholders shared comments, concerns, and
recommendations regarding district matters and ongoing initiatives. The meeting provided an
opportunity for public engagement and discussion with APS board members and district
leadership.

4/23 – Finance Meeting (10:00 AM–11:30 AM)
Participated in a finance meeting from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM to review budget updates,
financial planning items, and upcoming expenditures. Attendees discussed current financial
priorities, funding considerations, and strategies to support organizational and program goals.
The meeting also included updates on ongoing projects and future planning efforts.

4/22 – Zoom Meeting with APS Real Estate Team and Polk Middle School (1:45 PM–
2:30 PM)
Participated in a Zoom meeting with the APS real estate team and representatives from Polk
Middle School from 1:45 PM to 2:30 PM. The discussion focused on property-related updates,
coordination efforts, and ongoing planning related to school and district needs. Attendees
shared updates, reviewed next steps, and discussed opportunities for continued collaboration.

5/4 – Compact Meeting (1:30 PM–3:30 PM)
Attended a compact meeting from 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM to discuss program updates,
collaborative initiatives, and upcoming activities. Participants reviewed current goals, shared
community and organizational updates, and discussed strategies to strengthen partnerships and
engagement efforts moving forward.

5/1 – San Felipe Feast Day (9:00 AM–2:30 PM)
Attended the San Felipe Feast Day celebration from 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM. The event brought
together community members for cultural, spiritual, and traditional activities honoring San
Felipe Feast Day. Attendees participated in gatherings and celebrations that highlighted
community traditions, fellowship, and cultural heritage.

Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2026, at 3:00 PM, Colin Baugh <cbaugh@mrgcd.us> wrote:
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﻿In person 
Sent from my iPhone

On May 6, 2026, at 1:53 PM, Tarah Jaramillo <tarah@mrgcd.us>
wrote:

﻿Received; was the APS public comment in person or virtual?

-----Original Message-----

From: Colin Baugh <cbaugh@mrgcd.us>

Sent: Wednesday, May 6, 2026 1:49 PM

To: Tarah Jaramillo <tarah@mrgcd.us>

Subject: Meetings invoiced

4/14-rubbin cutting ceremony at candelaria tree nursery 2pm-3:30pm

4/15-aps public comment at board meeting 5-630pm

4/23- finance meeting 10am-11:30am

4/22-zoom meeting with APS real estate team and Polk middle
school 1:45pm-230pm

5/4- compact meeting 130pm-330pm

5/1- San Felipe feast day 9am-230pm

Sent from my iPhone
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Director Russo Baca Board Reports May 2026 

Report on Farmers for Future Farmers Meeting, April 14, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended the Farmers for Future Farmers Meeting along with Jason M. 
Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO. Mr. Casuga presented the 2026 water outlook and answered any 
questions from participants. 

Report on Planning Meeting for the Belen Marsh, April 15, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended a planning meeting regarding the Belen Marsh at the MRGCD 
Main Office along with Casey Ish, Director of Lands & Conservation, and Jo Strange, Bosque 
Management Coordinator. Participants discussed restoration planning, habitat enhancement 
opportunities, long-term stewardship considerations, and coordination efforts related to wetland 
and riparian management in the Belen area. Discussion also included drafting a collaborative 
letter to Valencia County regarding the future stewardship of the Belen Marsh property 
following the County's recent acquisition of the site. The letter emphasized the ecological, 
educational, recreational, and economic value of preserving the Belen Marsh as open space. It 
highlighted the importance of maintaining the property as a wetland and wildlife habitat 
resource. The correspondence also discussed opportunities for conservation-oriented 
management, including passive recreation, birding and wildlife observation, environmental 
education, scientific partnerships, and potential stormwater mitigation benefits associated with 
the property. The letter reflected support from numerous conservation, wildlife, and community 
organizations and encouraged continued collaboration regarding long-term stewardship and 
protection of the marsh. 

Report on Annual Rio Grande Compact Commission Meeting, April 16–17, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended the Annual Rio Grande Compact Commission Meeting along with 
Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO, Casey Ish, Director of Lands & Conservation, Anne 
Marken, River Operations & Telemetry Manager, Vice Chair Baugh, and Directors Dunning, 
Jiron, and Sandoval. The meeting included updates from Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas 
regarding Rio Grande hydrology, reservoir operations, compact accounting, and projected water 
supply conditions for the upcoming irrigation season. Participants discussed ongoing drought 
conditions, compliance obligations under the compact, reservoir storage limitations, and 
operational challenges associated with reduced flows throughout the basin. Additional discussion 
focused on interstate coordination, river operations, and continued collaboration among federal, 
state, and local partners to address water management challenges affecting the Rio Grande 
system. 

Report on Water Leaders Workshop, April 20–22, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended the 2026 Water Leaders Workshop along with Jason M. Casuga, 
Chief Engineer/CEO, Casey Ish, Director of Lands & Conservation, Anne Marken, River 
Operations & Telemetry Manager, Brittney Erdmann, Hydrology Technician II, and Vice Chair 
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Baugh. The workshop, hosted by the New Mexico Water Education Foundation, brought together 
water professionals, community leaders, policymakers, and stakeholders from across New 
Mexico to strengthen leadership skills and increase understanding of complex water management 
issues facing the state. Workshop sessions focused on water policy, river operations, groundwater 
and surface water management, agricultural water use, community engagement, and 
collaborative approaches to addressing long-term water challenges. Participants also discussed 
communication strategies, stakeholder collaboration, and opportunities to support informed 
water policy and management decisions across New Mexico. 

Report on Finance Committee Meeting, April 23, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended the Finance Committee Meeting along with Chair Kelly and Vice 
Chair Baugh. The committee reviewed financial reports, budget updates, and ongoing fiscal 
planning for District operations and capital projects. The discussion included a review of 
expenditures, operational priorities, and financial considerations associated with current and 
upcoming District initiatives. The meeting also provided an opportunity for continued oversight 
of District financial management and long-term planning. 

Report on VCSWCD Valencia County Soil and Water Conservation District Earth Day 
Celebration, April 24, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended the Valencia County Soil and Water Conservation District Earth 
Day Celebration held at the Whitfield Wildlife Conservation Area. The event focused on 
environmental stewardship, conservation education, and community engagement through a 
variety of family-friendly activities and educational programming. Activities included stargazing, 
composting workshops, and guided nature walks. Director Russo Baca brought two of her goats 
to discuss the importance of animals in agriculture. The event promoted sustainability, 
conservation awareness, and public education regarding natural resource stewardship while 
providing opportunities for community members to engage with local conservation organizations 
and partners. 

Report on RGALT Rio Grande Agricultural Land Trust Birding Tour, April 25, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended the Rio Grande Agricultural Land Trust (RGALT) Spring Birding 
Tour at conserved La Joya Farms. The guided tour provided participants with opportunities to 
observe migratory birds and wildlife habitats across agricultural fields, wetlands, and bosque 
areas while learning about ongoing land conservation and stewardship efforts in the Middle Rio 
Grande Valley. The event highlighted the relationship between agriculture, habitat conservation, 
and watershed stewardship, as well as the importance of preserving working agricultural lands 
that support ecological health and migratory bird habitat. Participants also discussed 
collaborative conservation efforts and opportunities to strengthen public awareness of 
agricultural land preservation. 
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Report on National Water Resources Association Federal Water Issues Conference, April 
27–29, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended the National Water Resources Association Federal Water Issues 
Conference in Washington, D.C., along with Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO, Casey Ish, 
Director of Lands & Conservation, Vice Chair Baugh, and Director Lopez. Participants met with 
federal agency representatives, congressional staff, and elected officials to discuss water 
management priorities and issues affecting the Middle Rio Grande and the State of New Mexico. 
Discussion topics included Rio Grande Compact compliance, Low Flow Conveyance Channel 
operations, the Habitat Conservation Plan, El Vado Reservoir, sediment management, and 
federal appropriations requests. 

Meetings included discussions with representatives from the Bureau of Reclamation, Department 
of the Interior, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, congressional offices, and federal policy staff 
regarding operational challenges associated with compact debt, drought conditions, endangered 
species compliance, and long-term water storage capacity. Participants also discussed 
opportunities to streamline federal review processes for Low Flow Conveyance Channel 
operations and explored strategies to improve coordination across river management, sediment 
removal, habitat restoration, and reservoir operations. The continued discussion emphasized the 
importance of federal partnerships, compact compliance, and collaborative approaches to 
addressing long-term water management and infrastructure challenges in the Rio Grande Basin. 

The conference also provided an opportunity to advocate for continued federal support for 
critical infrastructure and water management initiatives, including protecting El Vado Reservoir's 
storage capacity, habitat restoration efforts, acequia education programs, and long-term 
watershed management planning. 

Report on Rio Grande Compact 101 Board of Directors Training, May 4, 2026 

Director Russo Baca, along with Director Dunning and Vice Chair Baugh, participated in the Rio 
Grande Compact 101 Board of Directors Training held virtually. The training provided an 
overview of the Rio Grande Compact, including its historical background, legal framework, 
compact accounting requirements, and operational implications for water management in New 
Mexico. Discussion focused on interstate compact obligations, reservoir operations, compact 
debit and credit accounting, and the relationship between compact compliance and river 
operations within the Middle Rio Grande. The training also provided Board members with 
additional context regarding current hydrologic conditions, operational challenges, and the 
broader legal and policy considerations affecting water management throughout the Rio Grande 
Basin. 
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Report on NM Water Trust Exploratory Committee, May 5, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended the New Mexico Water Trust Exploratory Committee Meeting 
held at the Randall Davey Audubon Center & Sanctuary in Santa Fe. The meeting focused on 
continued development of a potential statewide water trust and included discussion regarding the 
vision, mission, governance structure, and long-term organizational framework for the initiative. 
Committee members reviewed the prior work of the exploratory committee. They participated in 
discussions regarding potential organizational models, funding considerations, staffing needs, 
and the role of a water trust within New Mexico's broader environmental flow and watershed 
management landscape. Participants worked collaboratively to evaluate near-term organizational 
structure options and discussed approaches for continued committee engagement. The meeting 
also included discussion of the potential scale and focus of a New Mexico Water Trust, as well 
as opportunities to support long-term water stewardship, conservation, and environmental flow 
initiatives across the state. 

Report on NM Watershed & Dam Owners Coalition Conference, May 6–8, 2026 

Director Russo Baca attended the New Mexico Watershed & Dam Owners Coalition Conference 
held in Albuquerque. The conference brought together watershed organizations, dam owners, 
engineers, emergency managers, conservation districts, and water resource professionals to 
discuss issues related to dam safety, watershed management, flood mitigation, and infrastructure 
resilience throughout New Mexico. Presentations and discussions focused on watershed 
restoration, post-fire recovery, sediment management, infrastructure funding opportunities, 
emergency preparedness, and strategies to improve long-term resilience of water infrastructure. 

Jason M. Casuga, Chief Engineer/CEO, participated as a speaker during the conference, and 
members of the MRGCD Engineering Department, including Antoinette Ramos, P.E., Engineer 
II, Angel Madera, Engineer I, and Angelina Jimenez, Engineer I, delivered a technical 
presentation titled "Understanding Watershed Effects on Irrigation Water Supply." The 
presentation highlighted watershed challenges affecting the Middle Rio Grande Valley. It 
focused on the Belen Watershed Study, sediment impacts on irrigation infrastructure, stormwater 
management, and long-term planning solutions to improve irrigation system resilience and 
protect surrounding communities. The engineering team presented analyses of sediment yield, 
watershed runoff, overflow structure design, and the proposed Valencia Channel alternative as 
part of long-term flood mitigation and water delivery reliability efforts. The presentation also 
emphasized the importance of coordinated watershed planning, emergency overflow structures, 
and infrastructure improvements to protect agricultural water delivery systems during severe 
monsoon events. Director Russo Baca was proud to see MRGCD engineering staff 
professionally represent the District and share their technical expertise and innovative planning 
efforts with water management professionals and partner agencies from across New Mexico. 

 



MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Casey Ish, Director of Lands and Conservation 

Date: June 3, 2026 

Re: Consideration/Approval of Executed Licenses for May 2026 

Summary: MRGCD EXECUTED the following licenses for May 2026 

1. 367-2024 – License to maintain an existing 60” Ø x 20’ culvert crossing within the New
Belen Acequia right-of-way to serve MRGCD Map 96, Tract 44-A1A, Plat showing split
of lands of Lois M Tafoya, in the care of current owner(s) and its successors and/or
assigns.

2. 367-2024 – License to maintain an existing 60” Ø x 20’ culvert crossing within the New
Belen Acequia right-of-way to serve MRGCD Map 96, Tract 44-A1B and 44A1C, Plat
showing split of lands of Lois M Tafoya, in the care of current owner(s) and its
successors and/or assigns.

3. 023-2025 – License to maintain an existing 103” x 71” x 20’ culvert crossing within the
Griegos Lateral right-of-way to serve MRGCD Map 26, Tracts 4-A-1-A &4-A-1-B
Lands of Unser Jr.in the care of current owner(s) and its successors and/or assigns.

4. 069-2026 – License with Comcast of New Mexico LLC to install and maintain an aerial
utility crossing within the Hell Canyon Lateral right-of-way.

5. 089-2026 – License with Public Service Company of New Mexico to install and maintain
an aerial utility crossing within the El Cerro Drain right-of-way.

6. 090-2026 – License with Public Service Company of New Mexico to install and maintain
an aerial utility crossing within the Chical Extension Lateral right-of-way.

7. 091-2026 – License with Public Service Company of New Mexico to install and maintain
an aerial utility crossing within the Chical Extension Lateral right-of-way.

8. 098-2026 – License with Public Service Company of New Mexico to install and maintain
an aerial utility crossing within the Alameda Interior Drain right-of-way.

9. 099-2026 – License with Public Service Company of New Mexico to install and maintain
an aerial utility crossing within the La Constancia Acequia right-of-way.

10. 103-2026 – Special Use License with Melanie Gonzales to conduct standardized, species-
level bee inventories across woody and open meadow riparian habitats.

11. 104-2026 – License with Public Service Company of New Mexico to install and maintain
an aerial utility crossing within the La Constancia Acequia right-of-way.

12. 109-2026 – Special Use License with Geolines, LLC to conduct a geotechnical
investigation for the B2B Mountain View Unit CPT.

3e



13. 111-2026 – Special Use License with Wolf Engineering for the collection of 
hydrographic data at USBR Range Lines between Bernalillo, NM and Belen, NM. 

 
14. 116-2026 – Special Use License with Bosque School for ongoing aquatic turtle 

population investigations in Bernalillo County. 
 
15. 123-2026 – Special Use License with Ramboll Americas Engineering Solutions Inc. for 

land based geophysical surveys for the New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral 
Resources. 

 
16. 124-2026 – Special Use License with FB Titan to install utility lines and poles for PNM. 
 
17. 128-2026 – Special Use License with Accent Landscape Contractors to pump water and 

perform work necessary for the renovation of the Valle del Bosque walking trail. 
 
18. 143-2026 – Special Use License with Hawks Aloft Inc. to conduct annual avian surveys 

in Valencia County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING PRIORITY OF EL VADO STORAGE RIGHTS 2 

No. 3 

4 

WHEREAS, Congress passed the Act of March 13, 1928 (“1928 Act”) (45 Stat. 312) 5 
to support the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District (“MRGCD”) and fund certain 6 
“construction cost of such conservation, irrigation, drainage, and flood-control work 7 
apportioned to the” lands of the Pueblos of Cochiti, Santo Domingo, San Felipe, Santa Ana, 8 
Sandia, and Isleta (“Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos”); and  9 

WHEREAS, in the 1928 Act, Congress recognized “prior and paramount” water rights 10 
of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos for lands then under cultivation:  11 

[A]ll present water rights now appurtenant to the approximately eight thousand12 
three hundred and forty-six acres of irrigated Pueblo lands owned individually13 
or as pueblos under the proposed plans of the district, and all water for the14 
domestic purposes of the Indians and for their stock shall be prior and15 
paramount to any rights of the district or of any property holder therein, which16 
priority so defined shall be recognized and protected in the agreement between17 
the Secretary of the Interior and the said Middle Rio Grande Conservancy18 
District, . . .  and such irrigated area of approximately 8,346 acres shall not be19 
subject by the district or otherwise to any pro rata share of the cost of future20 
operation and maintenance or betterment work performed by the district.21 

45 Stat. 312; and 22 

WHEREAS, on December 14, 1928, MRGCD executed the Agreement by and 23 
Between the United States of America, Acting by the Secretary of the Interior, and the Middle 24 
Rio Grande Conservancy District, Providing for Conservation, Irrigation, Drainage, and Flood 25 
Control for the Pueblo Indian Lands in the Rio Grande Valley, New Mexico (“1928 Contract”); 26 
and 27 

WHEREAS, the 1928 Contract provides that MRGCD shall construct “necessary 28 
works,” including an “impounding reservoir,” to “actually divert and carry the water to the 29 
acreage of Indian lands of the several pueblos approximating 23,607 acres and especially so 30 
that the new system will carry and deliver to all areas of Indian lands now irrigated an 31 
adequate water supply”; and  32 

WHEREAS, the 1928 Contract provides that “[t]he cultivated area of the Pueblo Indian 33 
lands approximating 8,346 acres, has water rights for such area that are not subject to the 34 
laws of the State of New Mexico, and are prior and paramount to any rights of the District or 35 
any property holder therein;” and 36 

4
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 WHEREAS, the 1928 Contract further provides that MRGCD “hereby recognizes 37 
these water rights now appurtenant to the said area of irrigated Pueblo Indian Lands . . . as 38 
prior and paramount to any rights of the district or of any property holder therein;” and  39 

 WHEREAS, the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer issued Permit No. 1690 to 40 
MRGCD allowing for the appropriation of 198,110 acre feet of storage of Rio Chama water in 41 
El Vado Reservoir to supplement MRGCD’s natural flow right; and 42 

 WHEREAS, the State Engineer approval for Permit No. 1690 stated “[t]his application 43 
is approved provided it is not exercised to the detriment of any others having prior valid 44 
existing rights to the waters of said stream system,” and the “accepted priority date of the 45 
filing is September 4, 1923;” and 46 

 WHEREAS, in 1931, the State Engineer issued Permit No. 0620 to MRGCD for 47 
MRGCD’s diversions from the Rio Grande; and 48 

 WHEREAS, in its application for Permit No. 0620, the MRGCD asserted water rights 49 
appurtenant to 123,267 acres of land, including 80,785 acres of land irrigated prior to the 50 
Conservancy Project and well before 1923; and 51 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD’s right under Permit No. 0620 includes diversions to carry water 52 
to the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos’ “prior and paramount” and newly reclaimed lands; and 53 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD began principal construction on El Vado Dam in 1933, and El 54 
Vado Reservoir filled by 1936; and 55 

 WHEREAS, from initial construction until approximately 1956, MRGCD operated El 56 
Vado Dam and Reservoir pursuant to Permit No. 1690; and 57 

 WHEREAS, in 1938, the States of New Mexico, Colorado, and Texas entered into the 58 
Rio Grande Compact (“Compact”) (53 Stat. 785); and  59 

 WHEREAS, the Compact apportions the natural waters of the Rio Grande among the 60 
States of Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas; and 61 

 WHEREAS, under Article VI of the Compact, if New Mexico is in debit status, New 62 
Mexico must retain water in storage at all times to the extent of its accrued debit; and  63 

 WHEREAS, under Article VII of the Compact, whenever Usable Water in the Rio 64 
Grande Project storage account at Elephant Butte and Caballo Reservoirs is less than 65 
400,000 AF, New Mexico and Colorado may not increase the storage of natural Rio Grande 66 
Basin water in upstream reservoirs constructed after 1929; and  67 

WHEREAS, Article XVI of the Compact provides that “[n]othing in this Compact shall 68 
be construed as affecting the obligations of the United States of America to Mexico under 69 
existing treaties or to the Indian Tribes, or as impairing the rights of the Indian Tribes;” and 70 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD records show that the estimate for the area of lands within the 71 
Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos under cultivation in 1928 changed from 8,346 acres to 8,847 72 
acres in approximately 1939; and 73 
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 WHEREAS, Congress passed the Flood Control Act of 1948 (“1948 Act”) (62 Stat. 74 
1171) to appropriate money to prepare a “comprehensive plan” to rehabilitate MRGCD’s 75 
irrigation structures; and 76 

 WHEREAS, the 1948 Act recognizes that the plan was not intended to affect or 77 
abrogate “in any way the laws of the State of New Mexico in which the Middle Rio Grande 78 
Valley lies, relating to the control, appropriation, or distribution of water used in irrigation or 79 
for municipal or other uses, or any right vested therein;” and 80 

 WHEREAS, Congress passed the Flood Control Act of 1950 (“1950 Act”) (64 Stat. 81 
163) to appropriate money for “completion of the plan approved in the Flood Control Act of 82 
June 30, 1948, for the Rio Grande Basin;” and 83 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the 1950 Act, MRGCD executed Contract 178r-423, Contract 84 
Between the United States and the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District for Rehabilitation 85 
and Construction of Project Works, and Repayment of Reimbursable Construction Costs 86 
Thereof (“1951 Contract”); and 87 

 WHEREAS, the 1951 Contract provides that MRGCD shall transfer “water filings 88 
including filing for storage and use of water in the El Vado Reservoir” to the United States “for 89 
beneficial use in the project and for Indian lands in the project area;” and 90 

 WHEREAS, the 1951 Contract further provides that “[t]he status of the Indian lands 91 
and water rights in relation to the Conservancy District and the Bureau of Reclamation shall 92 
not be changed whether the works of said District are operated by the District or by the Bureau 93 
of Reclamation;” and 94 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD executed Amendment No. 3 to the 1951 Contract in 1956; and 95 

 WHEREAS, Amendment No. 3 to the 1951 Contract provides that the United States 96 
shall assume “operation and maintenance of El Vado Dam and Reservoir;” and 97 

 WHEREAS, in 1957, the Bureau of Indian Affairs promulgated 25 C.F.R. § 172.1 98 
designating the total irrigable area of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos as 20,242.05 acres, 99 
of which 8,847 acres are “[l]ands with recognized water nights not subject to operation and 100 
maintenance or betterment changes by the District and designated as ‘now irrigated’” for the 101 
purposes of the 1928 Act; and 102 

 WHEREAS, beginning in 1958, MRGCD executed several operation and maintenance 103 
contracts with the Bureau of Reclamation; and 104 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD executed in 1980 the Agreement By and Between the United 105 
States of America Acting by the Secretary of the Interior, and the Middle Rio Grande 106 
Conservancy District, Political Subdivision of the State of New Mexico, Providing for the 107 
Payment of Operation and Maintenance Charges on Newly Reclaimed Pueblo Indian Lands 108 
in the Rio Grande Valley, New Mexico, and for Other Purposes (“1980 O&M Contract”); and 109 

 WHEREAS, the 1980 O&M Contract incorporates terms from the 1928 Contract 110 
whereby MRGCD agreed that water rights for 8,346 acres are “prior and paramount to any 111 
rights of the District or of any property holder therein;” and 112 
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 WHEREAS, The 1980 O&M Contract provides that MRGCD agrees “to implement and 113 
protect such storage rights” of the Pueblo as they “have enjoyed . . . since [El Vado] 114 
[R]eservoir was placed in operation;” and 115 

 WHEREAS, in 1981, the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos Irrigation Committee, Bureau 116 
of Indian Affairs, Bureau of Reclamation, and Secretary of Interior’s Designated Engineer 117 
executed the Agreement: Procedures for Storage and Release of Indian Water Entitlement 118 
of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos (“1981 Procedures Agreement”); and 119 

 WHEREAS, MRGCD is not a party to the 1981 Procedures Agreement; and 120 

 WHEREAS, the 1981 Procedures Agreement provides, “the [Bureau of Reclamation] 121 
shall annually store, or designate for storage, the quantity of water in the El Vado Reservoir 122 
necessary to satisfy the prior and paramount water rights of the six [Middle Rio Grande] 123 
Pueblos, as determined by [Bureau of Reclamation] and Designated Engineer,” regardless of 124 
whether such storage operations may impair senior downstream rights, including MRGCD’s 125 
water right; and 126 

 WHEREAS, the Bureau of Reclamation continues to operate El Vado Dam and 127 
Reservoir pursuant to the 1951 Contract, as amended, and Permit No. 1690, including 128 
storage operations according to the 1981 Procedures Agreement for the Six Middle Rio 129 
Grande Pueblos’ “prior and paramount” rights; and 130 

 WHEREAS, during maintenance and reconstruction operations at El Vado Dam, the  131 
Bureau of Reclamation, Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority and the 132 
MRGCD have reached an agreement to allow the storage of up to 100,000 acre-feet of water 133 
for the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos, Rio Grande Compact debit water, and MRGCD usable 134 
irrigation water, in the water authority's allotted space in Abiquiu Reservoir; 135 

 WHEREAS, the Bureau of Reclamation now stores water in and makes releases from 136 
Abiquiu Reservoir for “prior and paramount” operations; and 137 

 WHEREAS, storage operations in either El Vado Reservoir or Abiquiu Reservoir 138 
pursuant to the 1981 Procedures Agreement and Permit No. 1690 may, depending on timing 139 
and hydrological conditions, result in decreased stream flow at MRGCD’s diversion points; 140 
and 141 

WHEREAS, the exercise of the junior right under Permit No. 1690 for storage 142 
operations in either El Vado Reservoir or Abiquiu Reservoir may, depending on timing and 143 
hydrological conditions, impair MRGCD’s senior water rights under Permit No. 0620,  144 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors that: 145 

1. MRGCD recognizes that natural flow water rights appurtenant to the lands of the 146 
Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos under cultivation in 1928 are prior and paramount 147 
to the natural flow water rights of the district; and 148 

2. MRGCD submits that its diversion right and other water rights for lands under 149 
cultivation prior to September 4, 1923, including its diversion right to serve lands 150 
of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos, has priority over any storage right under 151 
Permit No. 1690, including storage for “prior and paramount” operations; and 152 

3. MRGCD has not waived or otherwise disclaimed its right to seek priority 153 
administration against any storage right, including the storage right under Permit 154 
No. 1690; and 155 

4. The Chief Engineer / Chief Executive Officer of the district shall have the power, 156 
discretion, and responsibility to do all things necessary or advisable to assert and 157 
protect the priority of MRGCD’s water rights, including the right to divert water to 158 
serve the prior and paramount rights of the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos or 159 
protest any water right applications or other administrative actions; and 160 

5. The Chief Engineer / Chief Executive Officer of the district shall supervise, direct, 161 
coordinate, and control studies and monitoring efforts necessary or advisable to 162 
determine if and when storage operations impair MRGCD’s water rights, and if the 163 
Chief Engineer / Chief Executive Officer determines that storage operations are 164 
impairing or imminently will impair MRGCD’s water rights, then the Chief Engineer 165 
/ Chief Executive Officer may, in his / her / their discretion, request that the State 166 
Engineer perform priority administration or alternative administration, make a call 167 
on the river, or take such other necessary or advisable actions to demand that 168 
junior water rights holders curtail their use to protect MRGCD’s senior rights; and  169 

6. MRGCD generally supports efforts to review the 1981 Procedures Agreement, 170 
including discussions of carryover storage, as necessary to allow the Six Middle 171 
Rio Grande Pueblos to receive the benefit of water stored in priority for lands with 172 
prior and paramount water rights, without impairing or compromising MRGCD’s 173 
rights.  174 

Passed by the District Board this ___ day of __________ 2026. 175 

 176 

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 177 

 178 

     ___________________________________________ 179 
John P. Kelly, Chairman 180 
 MRGCD Board of Directors 181 
 182 

  183 
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 184 
ATTEST: 185 

 186 
___________________________________ 187 
Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CGFM 188 
Secretary-Treasurer/CFO 189 
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MRGCD BOARD MEETING (6-3-2026)      
1.         Heron Summary      

Content:          5,421  ac-ft (6/3/2026)  
Azotea Tunnel:              130  cfs   
Total SJ-C Inflow (2026):        30,763  ac-ft   
Currently Releasing:                  0   cfs   
Current MRGCD Storage:          3,611  ac-ft   

                                                   
2.         El Vado Summary      

Content:        24,393  ac-ft (6/3/2026)  
Rio Grande Storage:        13,924  ac-ft   
MRGCD SJ-C Storage:          1,585  ac-ft   
P&P:        13,863  ac-ft   
Other SJ-C Contractors:          8,884  ac-ft   
Current Release:              100  cfs RG Inflow: 75-200 cfs      

 
3.         Abiquiu Summary      

Content:      116,071  ac-ft (6/3/2026)  
MRGCD SJ-C Storage:                  0   ac-ft   
P&P:        12,085  ac-ft        

Total Supplemental Water Released (2026):          2,415  ac-ft        
 
Precipitation to date for Water Year 2026 to 6/3 (% Median; NRCS SNOTEL)      

Rio Chama Basin…................................. 71%    
Upper Rio Grande Basin…..................... 85%    
Sangre de Cristo Basin…........................ 61%    
Jemez Basin…........................................ 64%    
San Juan River Basin…........................... 92%    

 

•        The final call for P&P storage is 40,379 ac-ft. Storage peaked at 27,029 ac-ft on May 
12. The first release from P&P storage was May 23, though rainfall on May 25–26 
temporarily paused the release. By June 1, 322 ac-ft had been released.  The second 
release from P&P storage began June 2, and is currently for up to about 90 cfs. 

•        The FWS requested Reclamation use remaining supplemental water for a pulse flow 
through the Albuquerque reach to trigger a minnow spawn for egg collection May 15–22. 
Roughly 12,000 eggs were collected and transferred to hatcheries. Significant interagency 
coordination involved ABCWUA, Reclamation, and MRGCD. 

•        Drying expanded significantly across multiple reaches throughout the month. In the 
San Acacia reach drying began March 27 and is currently ~41 river miles with 40.2 river 
miles dry between Socorro and San Marcial with an additional 0.86 miles dry near Ft. Craig. 
In the Isleta reach there are 11.6 river miles dry near Peralta and 4.1 river miles dry near 
Abeytas.  The Albuquerque reach has 4.2 river miles dry, which first separated May 15, 
briefly reconnected May 26, then separated again May 29, approximately two months 
earlier than in 2025. 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Human Resources  

Date: June 8, 2026 

Re: Introduction of New Hires and Job/Title Changes 

General Office 
ALICIA LOPEZ DIRECTOR OF TECHNICIAL SERVICES 06/15/2026 

JONATHAN BARTH INFORMATION SYSTEMS MANAGER 06/22/2026 

Socorro Division     
DOMINIC CHAVEZ IRRIGATION SYSTEMS SUPERVISOR 05/25/2026 PROMOTION 

JEREMY MONTANO FIELD COORDINATOR 06/08/2026 PROMOTION 
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THE MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING WATER RIGHTS ACQUISITION POLICY 2 

No. 3 

4 

WHEREAS, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District (District) administers and protects 5 
vested water rights associated with irrigation, storage, diversion, conveyance, conservation, and 6 
related lawful uses within the Rio Grande Basin; and 7 

WHEREAS, the District recognizes that sustainable management of limited fresh water 8 
resources is essential to maintaining agriculture, operational reliability, environmental stewardship, 9 
regional economic stability, and long-term resiliency of communities and natural resources within the 10 
Middle Rio Grande system; and 11 

WHEREAS, the District further recognizes the increasing pressures associated with drought, 12 
climate variability, reduced native streamflows, Compact administration, aging infrastructure 13 
constraints, and competing demands on limited water supplies; and 14 

WHEREAS, the District has determined that strategic acquisition, or transfer of water rights 15 
may be necessary and appropriate to preserve historic agricultural uses, support irrigation supply, 16 
enhance drought resiliency, provide operational flexibility, facilitate conservation measures, and 17 
address future water management obligations; and 18 

WHEREAS, the District recognizes that pre-1907 Middle Rio Grande water rights represent 19 
unique and increasingly scarce assets with substantial operational, agricultural, conservation, and 20 
strategic value to the Middle Rio Grande Valley; and 21 

WHEREAS, the District may utilize acquired water rights for lawful and beneficial purposes 22 
including, but not limited to, agricultural supply, Compact compliance measures, drought mitigation 23 
efforts, environmental and instream flow purposes, aquifer support, municipal or intergovernmental 24 
partnerships, system efficiency measures, operational storage, and other public purposes consistent 25 
with New Mexico law; and 26 

WHEREAS, the District recognizes the policies and statutory authority of the New Mexico 27 
Office of the State Engineer requiring that any transfer, lease, acquisition, storage, or change 28 
associated with water rights avoid impairment to existing valid water rights, avoid adverse effects 29 
upon the public welfare, and promote conservation of water within the State of New Mexico; and 30 

WHEREAS, the District intends that any acquisition, transfer, or management action 31 
undertaken pursuant to this Policy shall be implemented in a manner consistent with the OSE’s 32 
requirements regarding no adverse effect to existing rights and shall not impair vested or senior water 33 
rights within the Rio Grande stream system; and 34 

WHEREAS, the District finds that acquisition and strategic management of water rights for 35 
conservation and operational purposes constitutes a conservation action intended to improve water 36 
management efficiency, reduce shortages during drought conditions, preserve beneficial use, 37 

9b
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maintain agricultural productivity, and support sustainable administration of limited water resources; 38 
and 39 

 WHEREAS, the District further finds that acquisition and management of water rights for 40 
irrigation supply, drought resiliency, environmental stewardship, Compact administration, municipal 41 
cooperation, and agricultural sustainability serves an important public benefit by protecting regional 42 
economic stability, preserving historic agricultural communities, supporting food production, 43 
improving water management flexibility, and promoting efficient and beneficial use of water 44 
resources; and 45 

 WHEREAS, the District desires to establish a formal policy governing evaluation, 46 
acquisition, or transfer of water rights in order to ensure transparency, consistency, fiscal 47 
responsibility, legal compliance, and alignment with the District’s statutory mission and long-term 48 
operational needs. 49 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Middle Rio 50 
Grande Conservancy District that the Board does hereby adopt the Water Rights Acquisition Policy 51 
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 52 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Executive Officer/Chief Engineer, or 53 
designee, is authorized and directed to implement the Policy consistent with applicable law, District 54 
authority, and Board direction. 55 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that implementation of the Policy shall be conducted in a 56 
manner consistent with the requirements of the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer concerning 57 
no impairment to existing valid water rights, conservation of water, and protection of public welfare. 58 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District this 59 
___ day of __________________, 2026. 60 

 61 

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 62 

_______________________ 63 
John P. Kelly, Chairman 64 

MRGCD Board of Directors 65 
ATTEST: 66 

________________________ 67 
Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CGFM 68 
Secretary-Treasurer/CFO 69 
 70 

 71 

 72 

 73 



 

Page 3 of 5 
 

SECTION 1. PURPOSE AND INTENT 74 

The purpose of this Water Rights Acquisition Policy (“Policy”) is to establish procedures and 75 
standards governing the evaluation, acquisition, or transfer of water rights by the Middle Rio Grande 76 
Conservancy District (“MRGCD” or “District”) in order to: 77 

1. Protect and enhance water supply reliability;  78 

2. Preserve and support agricultural operations;  79 

3. Improve drought resiliency;  80 

4. Support conservation and efficient water management;  81 

5. Support Rio Grande Compact compliance and related obligations;  82 

6. Provide flexibility for future environmental, municipal, tribal, and intergovernmental 83 
partnerships; and  84 

7. Protect the long-term public interests of the District and the Middle Rio Grande Valley.  85 

The District intends that all acquisitions undertaken pursuant to this Policy be consistent with 86 
applicable New Mexico law and the policies and permitting requirements of the Office of the State 87 
Engineer (“OSE”), including requirements concerning no impairment to existing valid water rights, 88 
conservation of water, and protection of the public welfare. 89 

SECTION 2. POLICY OBJECTIVES 90 

The objectives of this Policy are to: 91 

1. Acquire water rights to protect the District’s long-term operational and agricultural 92 
sustainability;  93 

2. Enhance drought resiliency and operational flexibility within the Middle Rio Grande system;  94 

3. Support conservation-based water management strategies;  95 

4. Preserve and protect historic and beneficial agricultural uses;  96 

5. Maintain compliance with applicable state and federal law;  97 

6. Avoid impairment to existing valid water rights;  98 

7. Promote efficient and beneficial use of water resources;  99 

8. Facilitate strategic partnerships and water management opportunities consistent with the 100 
District’s mission; and  101 

9. Provide measurable public benefits to the Middle Rio Grande Valley.  102 
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SECTION 3. VALUATION AND ACQUISITION CRITERIA 103 

In evaluating potential acquisitions or related transactions involving water rights, the District may 104 
consider: 105 

1. Historical and projected lease revenues;  106 

2. Consumptive use quantities;  107 

3. Priority date and legal reliability;  108 

4. Drought resiliency and operational value;  109 

5. Scarcity and replacement difficulty;  110 

6. Ability to support conservation programs;  111 

7. Rio Grande Compact administration considerations;  112 

8. Potential municipal, environmental, tribal, or agricultural partnerships;  113 

9. Storage feasibility and operational flexibility;  114 

10. Long-term public benefit to the District and its constituents;  115 

11. Market conditions and comparable transactions; and  116 

12. Costs associated with administration, permitting, infrastructure, or implementation.  117 

The District may also consider strategic or non-market factors that justify acquisition values 118 
exceeding strictly revenue-based calculations where necessary to protect long-term operational, 119 
conservation, agricultural, environmental, or public interests. 120 

The District recognizes that market conditions for senior Middle Rio Grande water rights may 121 
fluctuate based upon drought conditions, Compact administration, storage availability, leasing 122 
opportunities, regulatory conditions, and regional water supply demands. 123 

SECTION 4. NO IMPAIRMENT AND PUBLIC WELFARE 124 

Any acquisition action undertaken pursuant to this Policy shall be implemented in a manner intended 125 
to: 126 

1. Avoid impairment to existing valid water rights in the District’s Benefited Area;  127 

2. Avoid adverse impacts to vested or senior water rights;  128 

3. Comply with applicable requirements of the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer;  129 

4. Support conservation of water resources;  130 

5. Preserve beneficial use;  131 
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6. Protect public welfare and public interests; and  132 

7. Maintain consistency with applicable state and federal law.  133 

The District may require hydrologic, engineering, legal, operational, or economic analyses prior to 134 
approval of any proposed transaction. 135 

SECTION 5. IMPLEMENTATION 136 

The Chief Executive Officer/Chief Engineer, or designee, shall have authority to: 137 

1. Evaluate potential acquisition opportunities;  138 

2. Conduct technical, legal, hydrologic, operational, and economic analyses;  139 

3. Negotiate proposed transactions;  140 

4. Coordinate with state, federal, tribal, municipal, and regional entities;  141 

5. Pursue funding opportunities and partnerships; and  142 

6. Make recommendations to the Board regarding approval of proposed acquisitions or 143 
agreements.  144 

All acquisitions of permanent water rights interests shall require approval of the Board of Directors 145 
unless otherwise delegated by formal Board action. 146 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Pam Fanelli, CFO, Finance 

Date: June 08, 2026 

Re: Consideration/Approval Resolution M-06-08-26-237 

Summary: This resolution sets the rates for the La Joya Acequia for the 2027 Irrigation Season.  Per Resolution M-

01-23-17-146, the rate shall be 25% of the current MRGCD Water Service Charge per acre of land.  The MRGCD

increased the water service charge rate to $61.03 in January, therefore increasing the rate for La Joya to $15.26.

This is a $.45 increase in the WSC per acre for La Joya.

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of this resolution. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 1 

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 2 

SETTING RATE 3 

FOR WATER DELIVERED TO THE LA JOYA ACEQUIA 4 

FOR THE 2027 IRRIGATION SEASON 5 
 6 

M-06-08-26-227 7 

________________________________________________________________________ 8 

 9 
WHEREAS, in 1935, the La Joya Acequia petitioned the Court to be removed from the Middle 10 

Rio Grande Conservancy District; and 11 

 12 
WHEREAS, on November 27, 1935, the Conservancy Court issued an order removing La 13 

Joya Acequia from the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, but specified that any future 14 

contract for the use of water would include a cost for construction and interest of El Vado Dam, 15 

stating that the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District should "furnish water ...to the La Joya 16 

Acequia for the service of all lands thereunder ... for such annual charge per acre as shall be set ..., 17 

including pro rata construction and interest charges on the Dam." (emphasis added); and 18 

 19 
WHEREAS, on February 28, 1936, the La Joya Acequia and the Middle Rio Grande 20 

Conservancy District entered into an agreement stating that the rate charged to La Joya Acequia 21 

would be "on parity" with the rates paid by other Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District water 22 

users, noting, "it being understood that lands in the La Joya ... areas ...shall be considered to be 23 

on a parity with all other District lands in the use of water"; and 24 

 25 
WHEREAS, the La Joya Acequia water users have no right to receive water under the San 26 

Juan-Chama Project, as they did not contribute to the costs of that project, which was completed in 27 

1976 and provides water to those within the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District who did pay 28 

for it; and 29 

 30 
WHEREAS, on December 27, 1977, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and the La 31 

Joya Acequia entered into a new water supply agreement that did not alter the status of La Joya 32 

Acequia, which had been removed from the District pursuant to the 1935 order, nor did it change 33 

the terms of the 1936 Memorandum of Agreement. That 1977 agreement expressly stated that "the 34 

parties do not intend to, by this agreement, abridge or impede or change the present status of the 35 

agreement heretofore made by and between the parties on the 28th day of February 1936." It 36 

further specified that the rate would be evaluated annually, stating, "said water charges shall be re-37 

negotiated on a year to year basis," and outlined a methodology for calculating the rate "conducive 38 

with the present day operations and expenses of the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and in 39 

a manner consistent with the practices of [the District]." The 1977 agreement also did not alter the 40 

obligation to pay construction and pro rata interest charges related to El Vado Dam; and 41 

 42 
WHEREAS, on January 23, 2017, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District Board 43 

passed resolution M-01-23-17-146 affirming that the 1977 agreement, including the requirement for 44 

annual rate renegotiation, remained in effect and set the rate for that year at $6.00 per acre and for 45 

year 2019 and beyond the fee shall be 25% of the current MRGCD Water Service Charge per acre 46 

of land irrigated; and 47 



 

 

 48 
WHEREAS, on August 12, 2024, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and the La 49 

Joya Acequia entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) titled Defining Areas of 50 

Cooperation for the Consideration of the La Joya Acequia Rejoining the Middle Rio Grande 51 

Conservancy District and which specifically states that MRGCD resolution M-01-23-17-146 "shall 52 

remain in full force and effect."; and 53 

 54 
WHEREAS, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and the La Joya Acequia continue 55 

to work jointly on the items identified in the 2024 Memorandum of Understanding; and 56 

 57 
WHEREAS, on January 12, 2026, the Board of Directors of the Middle Rio Grande 58 

Conservancy District passed Resolution M-01-12-26-233, increasing the Water Service Charge for 59 

the Benefited Area by $1.78 to a total of $61.03 per acre; and 60 

 61 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the rate charged to the La Joya Acequia for 62 

the 2027 irrigation water season shall be $15.26 per acre as required by MRGCD resolution M-01-63 

23-17- 146. 64 

 65 
DATED AND RESOLVED this 8th day of June 2026. 66 

 67 
 68 

 69 
MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 70 

 71 
 72 
           _____________________________________ 73 
           John P. Kelly, Chairman of the Board 74 

 75 
ATTEST: 76 
 77 
 78 

  ________________________________________ 79 
Pamela Fanelli, CMA, CFGM 80 

Secretary-Treasurer/CFO 81 



RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OF THE MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

RESOLUTION FOR LA JOYA ACEQUTA AGREEMENT

2017 TO 2019 IRRIGATION SEASONS AND BEYOND

M- 01- 23- 17- 146

WHEREAS, this agreement is by and between the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy
District ( MRGCD) and La Joya Acequia ( Acequia) acting through its duly elected and qualified
commissioners ( collectively the parties); and

WHEREAS, the Parties entered in a 1936 Memorandum of Agreement and a 1977

Memorandum of Agreement, each of which provides, among other things, for the delivery by the
MRGCD of water to the Acequia at its head gate immediately south of Highway 60; and

WHEREAS, The MRGCD Board of Directors is required to review periodically the fee
charged the Acequia for delivery of water per acre of land irrigated; and, 

WHEREAS, this annual fee is the only payment to be made by the Acequia to the
MRGCD, to be paid to MRGCD not later than June 1 of each year; and

WHEREAS, members of the Board of the Acequia and the MRGCD Irrigation Committee

and the Chief Executive Officer met on January 19, 2017 to discuss the fee structure to be
charged for the irrigation season for 2017 to 2019 and beyond; and

WHEREAS, the MRGCD and the Acequia have agreed that it would be in both parties
interest to tie the fee to a percentage of the MRGCD Water Service Charge assessed to all
irrigators within the District for the 2019 irrigation season and beyond. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT pursuant to the 1936 Memorandum of

Agreement and the 1977 Memorandum of Agreement, each of which remains in full force and

effect, that the annual fee to be paid by the Acequia to the MRGCD prior to June 1St of 2017
shall be $ 4. 00 per acre of land irrigated; for year 2018 the fee shall be $ 6. 00 per acre and for

year 2019 and beyond the fee shall be 25% of the then current MRGCD Water Service Charge

per acre of land irrigated as reported to MRGCD by the Acequia no later than March 1 of each
year. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of any other agreement, the Acequia agrees to work
closely with the MRGCD to properly schedule water and to manage its water supply efficiently in
order to achieve a one- hour per acre irrigation rate for lands within the Acequia. 

DATED AND RESOLVED this 23 Id day of January 2017. 

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT

Y
Glen Duggins, Vice man - 

ATTEST: 

David F rgeson, ecretary/ Tr urer
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Pam Fanelli, CFO, Finance 

Date: June 08, 2026 

Re: Consideration/Approval Resolution M-06-08-26-237 

Summary: This resolution adopts MRGCD’s annual Infrastructure Capital Improvement Plan (ICIP) for 

FY2028–2032. Each year, MRGCD submits a resolution requesting the Board’s approval of the updated 

ICIP as part of the annual planning process. Projects are reviewed and updated annually to align with 

MRGCD’s five-year forecast and infrastructure priorities.  

Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of Resolution M-06-08-26-237 

10b



 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1 

OF THE MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT  2 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 2028-2032 3 

 4 

INFRASTRUCTURE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (ICIP) 5 

 6 

M-06-08-26-238 7 

 8 

WHEREAS the Board of Directors "Board" of the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District       9 
"MRGCD" met at the regular session at 1931 Second Street SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102 at 3:00 p.m. 10 
on June 08, 2026, which meeting was duly called as required by law; and 11 

 12 

WHEREAS MRGCD recognizes that the financing of public capital projects has become a 13 
concern in New Mexico and nationally, and 14 

 15 

WHEREAS, in times of scarce resources, it is necessary to find new financing mechanisms and 16 
maximize the use of existing resources; and 17 

 18 

WHEREAS, systematic capital improvement planning is an effective tool for communities to 19 
define their development needs, establish priorities, and pursue concrete actions and strategies to 20 
achieve necessary project development; and 21 

 22 

WHEREAS, the process contributes to local, state, and regional efforts in project identification 23 
and selection of short and long-range capital planning efforts. 24 

 25 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board that; 26 

1. MRGCD adopts the attached Infrastructure Capital Improvement Plan “ICIP”, and 27 

2. It is intended that the ICIP be a working document and is a part of its effort to 28 

improve rational, long-range capital planning and budgeting for New Mexico's 29 

infrastructure. 30 

 31 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the MRGCD at its meeting on June 08, 2026 32 

MIDDLE RIO GRANDE CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 33 

 34 

 35 

_________________________ 36 

John P. Kelly, Chair of the Board 37 

ATTEST: 38 

 39 

___________________ 40 

Jason M. Casuga 41 

Chief Engineer/CEO 42 



ICIP Current Priorities

Priority Listing

Project Start Year 2028 21 Projects

Priority Project
Start

Project
#

Project Title Submitted Start
Date

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Total Cost

1 2028 39558 Loretta Road Improvements 8/29/2025 7/1/2027 $2,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,000,000.00

2 2028 28-0319 New Belen WasteWay Pipeline Phase 2 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $180,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $180,000.00

3 2028 39557 Traffic Control Devices 8/29/2025 7/1/2027 $0.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $335,000.00

4 2028 39977 Feeder 3 Pump Station 8/29/2025 7/1/2027 $0.00 $0.00 $11,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $19,500,000.00

5 2028 39956 Corrales Siphon Project 8/29/2025 1/1/2026 $0.00 $4,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $12,496,000.00

6 2028 27-0068 Middle Rio Grande Bosque and
Floodplain Improvements

10/13/2025 7/1/2027 $0.00 $4,000,000.00 $4,000,000.00 $4,000,000.00 $4,000,000.00 $26,000,000.00

7 2028 27-0216 Feeder 1 10/23/2025 7/1/2027 $350,000.00 $3,500,000.00 $5,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $8,850,000.00

8 2028 28-0310 San Acacia Levee Certification 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $20,000.00 $100,000.00

9 2028 39978 Equipment Needs 9/23/2025 7/1/2028 $2,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,000,000.00

10 2028 28-0313 San Juan Main Canal Weir 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $100,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100,000.00

11 2028 28-0315 La Joya/Bernardo Siphon 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $500,000.00 $0.00 $6,000,000.00 $5,000,000.00 $0.00 $11,500,000.00

12 2028 28-0323 Socorro Main Canal Weir 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $150,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $150,000.00

13 2028 28-0324 Wildlife Crossing 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $100,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100,000.00

14 2028 28-0336 Re-regulation Reservoir 5/18/2026 7/1/2027 $300,000.00 $2,000,000.00 $2,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,300,000.00

15 2028 28-0327 Socorro Pump Rehabilitation 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $0.00 $4,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $4,000,000.00

16 2028 28-0328 Angostura Dam Rehabilitation 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $500,000.00 $5,500,000.00 $5,500,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $11,500,000.00

17 2028 28-0329 Bernalillo Pump Rehabilitation 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $4,000,000.00 $2,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $6,000,000.00

18 2028 28-0330 HWY 313 Sandia Acequia Culvert
Replacement

5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $500,000.00 $5,500,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $6,000,000.00

19 2028 28-0331 Sandia Projects 5/15/2026 7/1/2027 $500,000.00 $5,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,500,000.00

20 2028 39979 Water Measurements 8/29/2025 7/1/2027 $1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00 $1,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,250,000.00

21 2028 41186 Atrisco Siphon 8/29/2025 7/1/2027 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $3,000,000.00 $15,000,000.00 $0.00 $18,500,000.00

Project Start Year 2029 9 Projects

Submission Year: 2026 Total Projects: 46 Generated: 5/27/2026



Priority Project Start Project # Project Title Submitted Start Date Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Total Cost

1 2029 41178 Automatic Water Control Gates 8/29/2025 7/1/2028 $200,000.00 $200,000.00 $200,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $600,000.00

2 2029 27-0219 Socorro Pumps Replacement 10/23/2025 7/1/2028 $1,000,000.00 $0.00 $2,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,000,000.00

3 2029 29-0026 Butte Heading Modification 5/15/2026 7/1/2028 $0.00 $100,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100,000.00

4 2029 29-0027 East Cochiti Main Culvert Crossing 5/15/2026 7/1/2028 $0.00 $150,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $150,000.00

5 2029 29-0028 Luis Lopez Drain Improvements 5/15/2026 7/1/2028 $0.00 $250,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $250,000.00

6 2029 41197 San Acacia Dam Gate Automation 8/29/2025 7/1/2028 $1,500,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,500,000.00

7 2029 42611 Los Lentes Drain Intersection Design 9/23/2025 7/1/2028 $200,000.00 $250,000.00 $550,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,000,000.00

8 2029 39989 San Juan Main Canal Channel Lining 9/23/2025 7/1/2028 $500,000.00 $10,000,000.00 $12,500,000.00 $10,000,000.00 $2,000,000.00 $35,000,000.00

9 2029 41179 Drain-Outfall Habitat Projects 8/29/2025 7/1/2028 $0.00 $1,800,000.00 $800,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,600,000.00

Project Start Year 2030 6 Projects

Priority Project
Start

Project
#

Project Title Submitted Start
Date

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Total Cost

1 2030 39982 ABQ Main Canal Channel Lining
(North)

8/29/2025 7/1/2029 $164,350.00 $6,800,000.00 $7,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $13,964,350.00

2 2030 39983 ABQ Main Canal Channel Lining
(South)

8/29/2025 7/1/2029 $500,000.00 $10,150,000.00 $15,500,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $26,150,000.00

3 2030 39987 Belen High Line Main Canal Channel
Lining

9/23/2025 7/1/2029 $0.00 $0.00 $25,500,000.00 $25,500,000.00 $0.00 $51,000,000.00

4 2030 41189 Irrigation Turnout Upgrade Project 8/29/2025 7/1/2029 $7,500,000.00 $6,000,000.00 $5,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $19,200,000.00

5 2030 39988 Peralta Main Canal Channel Lining 9/23/2025 7/1/2029 $1,000,000.00 $3,000,000.00 $5,500,000.00 $5,500,000.00 $6,200,000.00 $21,200,000.00

6 2030 39207 Socorro Main Canal Channel Lining
Project

8/29/2025 7/1/2029 $14,000,000.00 $10,235,278.00 $10,235,278.00 $0.00 $0.00 $54,698,306.00

Project Start Year 2031 2 Projects

Priority Project Start Project # Project Title Submitted Start Date Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Total Cost

1 2031 39202 Bernalillo to Belen Levee Project 8/29/2025 7/1/2030 $1,600,000.00 $28,800,000.00 $28,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $61,400,000.00

2 2031 41183 San Lorenzo Arroyo Culvert Crossing 8/29/2025 7/1/2030 $9,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $9,000,000.00

Project Start Year 2032 8 Projects

Priority Project
Start

Project
#

Project Title Submitted Start
Date

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Total Cost

1 2032 32-0005 IDD Bridge Rehabilitation 5/15/2026 7/1/2031 $350,000.00 $5,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $5,350,000.00

2 2032 39990 Sili Main Canal Channel Lining 9/23/2025 7/1/2031 $5,000,000.00 $6,000,000.00 $6,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $17,000,000.00

3 2032 39986 Arenal Main Canal Channel Lining 8/29/2025 7/1/2031 $500,000.00 $15,500,000.00 $16,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $32,000,000.00



Priority Project
Start

Project
#

Project Title Submitted Start
Date

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Total Cost

4 2032 39991 Cochiti East Side Main Canal Channel
Lining

9/23/2025 7/1/2031 $500,000.00 $500,000.00 $15,000,000.00 $15,000,000.00 $0.00 $31,000,000.00

5 2032 39985 Corrales Main Canal Channel Lining 8/29/2025 7/1/2031 $500,000.00 $12,500,000.00 $13,000,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $26,000,000.00

6 2032 41195 Barr Main Channel Lining 8/29/2025 7/1/2031 $0.00 $285,000.00 $6,215,000.00 $6,015,000.00 $0.00 $12,515,000.00

7 2032 41191 El Vado Dam Rehabilitation(15%
nonfederal share)

9/23/2025 7/1/2031 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $30,000,000.00 $30,000,000.00

8 2032 41174 El Vado Stilling Basin 9/23/2025 7/1/2031 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,000,000.00 $3,000,000.00
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