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MRGCD IRRIGATOR QUICK FACTS
May 2026

WATER SUPPL

Flow at the Rio Grande at Otowi gage is 350 cubic USGS $313000 RIO GRLANDE AT OTOW! BRIDGE, Nl
feet per second (cfs). Low snowpack conditions
driven by unseasonably warm temperatures across
the basin, have resulted in limited spring runoff.
Reduced runoff has required rotational irrigation
deliveries, even early in the irrigation season.
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The MRGCD is a run of the river system, relying
heavily on rain inflows to continue to meet irrigator
needs. Irrigators are encouraged to plan accordinly
and remain aware of changing river and weather
conditions. Irrigators should expect extended periods
between irrigation deliveries this year and the general
public can expect extensive drying of the river
channel.
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On May 11, 2026 BOARD REVIEWS STORAGE
RESOLUTION AT MAY MEETING
A resolution concerning the priority of El Vado’s
storage rights was discussed during May’s board
meeting. The resolution is intended to provide
transparency regarding MRGCD’s understanding of
Compared to 1200 cfs existing water rights, storage operations, and
on May 11, 2025 operational  responsibilities,  while  reaffirming
MRGCD’s  commitment to proactive water
management throughout the Middle Rio Grande
Valley. Public input will be accepted through our
website, and the resolution will also be discussed at
upcoming farmer meetings. Review the resolution
here.

New Mexico ended 2025 with an estimated
cumulative Rio Grande Compact debt 132,000
acre feet. To read more about the Rio Grande

Compact, click here.

{

SAVE THE DATE

MRGCD COMN MER USE WATER RESPONSIBLY
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Upcoming 2026 Irrigation Season Meetings:
« Sandoval County: May 28, 9-noon

BE CONSIDERATE OF OTHERS.

- Sacorra County: June 24, 9-noon

SAN JUAN CHAMA WATER

The San Juan-Chama (SJC) Project imports water from the
San Juan River Basin into the Rio Grande Basin. Because it
originates outside the basin, SJC water is not subject to the
Rio Grande Compact. During the irrigation season, MRGCD
receives monthly allocations of SJC water based on how
much water the project is producing. A full allocation is
20,900 AF which the MRGCD has not received since 2023,

An allocation of approximately 1,800 AF was received in
November 2025 and remains in storage. However, preliminary
forecasts indicate MRGCD's 2026 allocation could be as low
as 40% of its full allocation, due to low San Juan Basin
snowpack.

Managing storage water in small monthly increments presents
operational challenges, particularly when the overall volume is
projected to be well below a full allocation. District water
managers and leadership are carefully evaluating how to use
this limited supply in the most responsible and beneficial way.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A REFERENCE SHEET ON WATER SUPPLY DEFINITIONS



https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showMedian=false
https://www.mrgcd.com/new-mexico-rio-grande-compact-allocation-chart/
https://www.mrgcd.com/2026/04/29/save-the-date-community-farmers-info-meetings/
https://www.mrgcd.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/May-Irrigator-Guidelines-.png
https://www.mrgcd.com/2026/05/11/storage-resolution-may-11/
https://www.mrgcd.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Rio_Grande_Compact.pdf
https://www.mrgcd.com/mrgcd-water-supply-definitions/
https://www.mrgcd.com/mrgcd-water-supply-definitions/
https://www.mrgcd.com/2026/05/11/storage-resolution-may-11/
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