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https://mrgcd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5001285d851842179937a2d825ca688a
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https://www.mrgcd.com/2024/09/23/faqs-farmers-irrigators-meetings/
https://mrgcd.onerain.com/
https://mrgcd.onerain.com/
https://www.mrgcd.com/irrigation-systems-operators/
https://www.mrgcd.com/irrigation-systems-operators/


WATER SUPPLY

OTOWI

RIO GRANDE COMPACT

WEATHER OUTLOOKSAN JUAN CHAMA WATER

IRRIGATOR TIPS, SECOND HALF OF
WATER SERVICE CHARGE DUE MAY 10

NEWS RELEASE & 
MEDIA COVERAGE

MRGCD IRRIGATOR QUICK FACTS 

On April 15, 2026

The San Juan–Chama (SJC) Project imports water from the
San Juan River Basin into the Rio Grande Basin. Because it
originates outside the basin, SJC water is not subject to the
Rio Grande Compact. During the irrigation season, MRGCD
receives monthly allocations of SJC water based on how
much water the project is producing. A full allocation is
20,900 AF which the MRGCD has not received since 2023. 

An allocation of approximately 1,800 AF was received in
November 2025 and remains in storage. However, preliminary
forecasts indicate MRGCD’s 2026 allocation could be as low
as 40% of its full allocation, due to low San Juan Basin
snowpack.

Managing storage water in small monthly increments presents
operational challenges, particularly when the overall volume is
projected to be well below a full allocation. District water
managers and leadership are carefully evaluating how to use
this limited supply in the most responsible and beneficial way.

r.

New Mexico ended 2025 with an estimated
cumulative Rio Grande Compact debt 132,000
acre feet. To read more about the Rio Grande

Compact, click here.

Compared to 750 cfs
on April 15, 2025

575 cfs

Flow at the Rio Grande at Otowi gage is currently
about 575 cubic feet per second (cfs). Low snowpack
conditions driven by unseasonably warm
temperatures across the basin, have resulted in
limited spring runoff. Reduced runoff has required
rotational irrigation deliveries, even early in the
irrigation season. 

The MRGCD is a run of the river system, relying
heavily on rain inflows to continue to meet irrigator
needs. Irrigators are encouraged to plan accordinly
and remain aware of changing river and weather
conditions. Irrigators should expect extended periods
between irrigation deliveries this year and the general
public can expect extensive drying of the river
channel. 

April 2026

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A REFERENCE SHEET ON WATER SUPPLY DEFINITIONS  

We recently distributed a news
release titled, “MRGCD Warns of
Limited Water Supply as Spring

Runoff Falls Short.”

To read this news release and other latest
news, visit our website.
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CLICK HERE TO APPLY

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/08313000/#dataTypeId=continuous-00065-0&period=P7D&showMedian=false
https://www.mrgcd.com/new-mexico-rio-grande-compact-allocation-chart/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
https://www.mrgcd.com/2026/04/08/water-leasing-program-enrollment-period-announced/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/uv?cb_00010=on&cb_00060=on&cb_00065=on&cb_63680=on&format=gif_default&site_no=08313000&legacy=1&period=&begin_date=2026-03-01&end_date=2026-04-14
https://www.mrgcd.com/waterleasing-app/
https://www.mrgcd.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Irrigator-TipsMay10-billing.pdf.pdf
https://www.mrgcd.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2026-Irrigator-TipsMay10-billing.pdf.pdf
https://www.mrgcd.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Rio_Grande_Compact.pdf
https://www.mrgcd.com/mrgcd-water-supply-definitions/
https://www.mrgcd.com/mrgcd-water-supply-definitions/
https://www.mrgcd.com/2026/03/27/news-release-mrgcd-warns-of-limited-water-supply-as-spring-runoff-falls-short/
https://www.koat.com/article/rio-grande-faces-water-shortage-after-dry-winter/70905116
https://www.krqe.com/news/new-mexico/rio-grande-levels-sitting-dangerously-low-early-in-farming-season/
https://www.kob.com/new-mexico/rio-grande-water-levels-dropping-as-demand-increases/
https://reader.abqjournal.com/rio-grande-could-dry-up-in-albuquerque-for-third-time-in-40-years/content.html
https://reader.abqjournal.com/rio-grande-could-dry-up-in-albuquerque-for-third-time-in-40-years/content.html
https://www.mrgcd.com/waterleasing-app/
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