


































































































Appendix VII







Appendix VIII
**INFORMATIONAL ONLY**





















3

3.0 FDR: OSE Regulations

The 3.0 FDR requirement remained in all 
iterations of the OSE surface water rules 
through at least 1953 (when they were 
recompiled in a different format), and 
was also present in the 1951 
groundwater regulations.  

This means that any new appropriations 
or changes to water rights that occurred 
during this period were subject to this 
requirement.
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3.0 FDR: MRGCD’s Report of the Chief Engineer

MRGCD’s Report of the Chief Engineer (1928) acknowledges the 
3.0 FDR as required by the regulations, and incorporated that 
FDR in its engineering calculations (see, e.g., pages 197 and 
208): 
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Updates and Ongoing Initiatives

• Hydrology
• Compact Status

• Partnerships and Outreach to Major Water Users
• Data Collection
• River Channel Conveyance Improvements

• MRG Metering Order

• Legislative Session Outcomes
• Budget
• Enforcement Bill



’25/’26 Off Season  
Construction Update
March 9, 2026

Presented by:
Engineering Department
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Socorro Main Canal Channel 
Lining Phase IIB

• Progress
• In-channel work completed February 16th
• Substantial completion March 15th

• Currently billed to date $4,783,623.42 (74%)
• Finalizing change orders and last pay 

application

• Work Completed
• 1.1 miles of channel lining
• Turnout replacements
• New long-crested weir and check structure 
• Rubicon gate installation at 2 headings

Funding Source: WTB
Consultant Services: Wilson & Co. - $287,495.50
Construction: Sanchez Demolition -$6,878,359.05 
(Including NMGRT)





Belen Highline Canal 
Overflow Structure #2

Funding Source: Fund Reserves
Consultant Services: BHI - $85,102
Construction: Lopez Precision LLC. - 
$1,074,065.61 (Including NMGRT)

• Progress
• Substantial completion February 18th

• All concrete work was completed on 
February 10th

• Billed to date: $1,074,065 (100%)
• Work that has been completed

• New overflow structure





Low-Flow Conveyance 
Channel Phase 2

• Original Contract Amount:  $6,209,717.50 

• Final Contract Amount:  $6,490,217.50

• Project is Complete

Funding Source: ARPA
Consultant Services: Wilson & Co.
Construction: CF Padilla LLC- $6,490,217.50 
(Including NMGRT)









Loretta Road/Alameda 
Intersection Improvements 
Project

• Contract Times: 160 Calendar Days, tentative signal lead 
time

• Bid Opening Date: February 2, 2026  

• Number of Bids Received: One (under review and 
negotiation)

• Culvert Crossing at Nichols Interior Drain has been 
installed by MRGCD crew in September 2026. No 
MRGCD operation will be impacted, just the Open Space 
parking

Funding Source: Capital Outlay, Capital Development 
Program
Consultant Services: BHI
Partner Agencies: Bernalillo County, NMDOT



Feeder 3 Transmission Line 
Phase 1
Funding Source: WTB
Consultant Services: BHI - $286,732.37 
Construction: AUI. Inc. - $3,932,831.60 (w/NMGRT)

• Progress Schedule
• Jack and Bore – Jarales Rd. complete
• Ongoing concrete channel lining
• Installation of pipe near Sabinal Lateral crossing
• Dewatering
• Dissipation Structure

• Lookahead
• Jack and Bore 36” Pipe – NM109
• 6” thick Concrete lining
• Installation of 36” PVC pipe
• Construct concrete dissipation structure, cip.

Belen

Feeder 3  
Location





Atrisco Acequia Madre – CBC 
Extension Phase 1 Project 

Updates: 

• Phase 1 Awarded to Lopez Precision LLC. 

• Contract amount - $207,823.88 (w/NMGRT)

• Issued Notice to Proceed on 2/10/26

• Completed pouring concrete wingwalls and CBC 
side walls on 3/4/26

• Additional Work: Strip forms, backfill, and channel 
reshaping

Funding Source: Capital Outlay
Consultant Services: Sites Southwest &BHI
Partner Agencies: Bernalillo County, City of 
Albuquerque Open Space, ABCWUA



Division Projects

• Cochiti
• Culvert replacement in 

Cochiti East Main 
• Albuquerque

• Tribal Road 7 Culvert Crossing 
Replacement

• Riverside Drain Maintenance 
• Belen

• New Belen Wasteway 
Rehabilitation









QUESTIONS?



From: Colin Baugh
To: Tarah Jaramillo
Subject: CTB meeting write ups
Date: Wednesday, March 4, 2026 8:26:23 PM

Hey there-please find below my write ups-please review and let me know if you need anything
else 

CTB

1/27 – NMISC Meeting:
Met with the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission to discuss the
Governor’s water education template initiative and how it may be implemented
statewide. The discussion focused on opportunities for collaboration between the
ISC and the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District. Particular attention was
given to expanding outdoor acequia classrooms and flood irrigation projects on
Albuquerque Public Schools properties.

2/4 – Explora Meeting:
Met with representatives from Explora to discuss a potential Memorandum of
Understanding to strengthen collaboration. The conversation focused on
expanding support for outdoor education programs in the Middle Rio Grande
Valley. Efforts centered on developing and supporting a network of outdoor
educators and expanding experiential water education opportunities.

2/11 – SIPI Site Visit:
Conducted a site visit at Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute with Dr.
Thomas DePree and his students. The group walked into the bosque to observe
the landscape and discuss watershed and irrigation systems. Discussions also
explored the development of higher education water certificate programs and
ways to increase student engagement in water education initiatives.

2/19 – NMISC & Conrad Foundation Meeting:
Met with the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission and the Conrad
Foundation to discuss the development of a statewide water education campaign.
The conversation focused on messaging, outreach, and ways to increase youth
engagement around water issues. Partners discussed opportunities to align
educational initiatives occurring across the state.

2/20 – Valle Vista / APS Presentation Planning:
Met with Amanda Molina to discuss co-presenting with Valle Vista Elementary at
an upcoming Albuquerque Public Schools Board meeting. The presentation will
highlight the Outdoor Acequia Classroom project and its educational impact. The
meeting focused on identifying key talking points and framing the project as a
model for future district-wide initiatives.

2/23 – Nancy Conrad Follow-up Meeting:
Held a follow-up meeting with Nancy Conrad to continue discussions on youth
engagement in water education. The conversation focused on developing a youth
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advisory committee to support future programming. Opportunities for summer
and fall educational programming were also discussed.

2/24 – NMISC & Conrad Foundation Follow-up:
Participated in a follow-up meeting with NMISC and the Conrad Foundation to
continue planning the statewide water education campaign. The discussion
centered on marketing strategies and communication approaches. Partners also
discussed preparation for a potential presentation to the Governor’s Office.

3/3 – Valle Vista Presentation Planning:
Met with the Valle Vista principal and community liaison to further develop the
APS School Board presentation. The group discussed the presentation agenda and
overall concept. The focus was on clearly highlighting the success and
educational value of the Outdoor Acequia Classroom project.

3/4 – APS School Board Public Comment:
Provided public comment at the Albuquerque Public Schools Board meeting. The
request was made for a 10–15 minute agenda placement at a future meeting. The
purpose is to present the success of the Outdoor Acequia Classroom project and
highlight other water education initiatives occurring throughout the district.
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Director Russo Baca Board Reports March 2026 

 

Report on the SVRAA Comisionados Meeting, February 16, 2026, Virtual 

Commissioners and partners met to discuss ongoing acequia coordination efforts, shared 
infrastructure needs, and opportunities for collaboration among regional water management 
entities. Participants provided updates on current projects and discussed strategies for improving 
communication between the SVRAA and MRGCD. Continued dialogue focused on identifying 
funding opportunities for acequia infrastructure improvements and strengthening partnerships 
that support agricultural water delivery systems. 

Report on Representative Vasquez Ag Advisory Group, February 17, 2026. Gutierrez- 
Hubbell House, 6029 Isleta Blvd.  SW, Albuquerque, NM 87105 

Representative Gabe Vasquez convened his Agricultural Advisory Group to discuss the 
upcoming federal Farm Bill markup and gather input from stakeholders across New Mexico’s 
agricultural sector. Participants shared priorities related to water availability, irrigation 
infrastructure, conservation programs, and support for producers. Congressman Vasquez also 
provided an update on current developments in Congress affecting agriculture and natural 
resources policy. The meeting provided local agricultural leaders with an opportunity to 
communicate their concerns and priorities directly with federal leadership and to highlight the 
importance of water management and infrastructure investment for New Mexico producers. 

Report on the meeting with Maggie Hart Stebbins, Office of Natural Resources Trustee, 
February 18, Virtual 

Director Russo Baca participated in a meeting with Maggie Hart Stebbins of the Office of the 
Natural Resources Trustee (ONRT) to discuss ongoing restoration and natural resource 
management initiatives in New Mexico. The ONRT works to restore and protect natural 
resources affected by environmental damage through projects that support habitat restoration, 
improved water quality, and ecosystem resilience. Discussion included opportunities for 
collaboration on projects that benefit the Rio Grande watershed and the broader Middle Rio 
Grande Valley. 

Report on the ISC Meeting, February 19, 2026, Virtual 

The New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission (ISC) meeting included updates on statewide 
water conditions, legislative developments, and basin management activities. Staff reported on 
hydrologic conditions across New Mexico, including snowpack levels and reservoir storage, 
which remain below historical averages in several basins. The Commission also reviewed 
ongoing efforts related to Rio Grande operations, compact accounting, and collaborative river 
management projects in the Middle Rio Grande. The ISC continues to coordinate with state and 
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federal partners on channel conveyance improvements, bosque management activities, and long-
term water planning initiatives. 

UPPER AND MIDDLE RIO GRANDE BASIN KEY UPDATES 

2026 Storage and Operations - Elevation restrictions at El Vado Reservoir are still in effect, 
where storage is limited to approximately 25,000 acre-feet. Efforts will be made to keep a 
minimum pool of approximately 16,000 acre-feet. As of February 1, approximately 23,000 acre 
feet of water was in storage, of which 19,500 acre-feet was San Juan-Chama Project (SJCP) 
water and 3,500 acre-feet was native Rio Grande water stored for Prior and Paramount (P&P) 
lands. New Mexico is expecting another year of low water supply in 2026, which will likely 
result in an above average storage requirement for P&P lands. The Bureau of Indian Affairs will 
determine the final volume of storage required to meet P&P demands in April, and P&P water 
will be stored in both El Vado and Abiquiu Reservoirs this year. As of February 1, just over 
108,000 acre-feet of SJCP and P&P water is stored in Abiquiu Reservoir. The SJCP content was 
approximately 108,000 acre-feet and the P&P content was approximately 650 acre-feet.  

WORK AREA OVERVIEWS WATER OPERATIONS AND RESERVOIR UPDATES 

Rio Grande Compact Status - Provisional Rio Grande Compact accounting indicates that New 
Mexico under-delivered water to Elephant Butte Reservoir in 2025 by approximately 8,000 acre-
feet. Thus, New Mexico’s total accrued debit status for 2026 will be approximately 132,000 acre-
feet. Final accounting for calendar year 2025 will be completed in March 2026. Elephant Butte 
and Caballo Reservoirs and Usable Water - According to provisional data through February 1, 
Usable Water in project storage (native Rio Grande water in Elephant Butte and Caballo, 
excluding SJCP and credit water) was approximately 225,000 acre-feet. Compact Article VII 
restrictions remain in place (no upstream storage in post-1929 reservoirs when Usable Water in 
Elephant Butte and Caballo is less than 400,000 acre-feet). Provisional data indicate that storage 
of all water in Elephant Butte Reservoir was approximately 213,000 acre feet as of February 1.  

RIVER CHANNEL CONVEYANCE AND BOSQUE MANAGEMENT PROJECTS  

Delta Channel Realignment Project - Public scoping under the NEPA process has started for this 
project. The public scoping process is held to get agency and other stakeholder input to help with 
alternatives development. NMISC, with Reclamation as the lead federal agency, held an agency 
stakeholder meeting at the NMISC Albuquerque office on Wednesday, February 11, followed by 
two public scoping meetings on February 12 at the Duranes Community Center, and on February 
18 at the Socorro County Annex Building. Major Project Planning - The MRG Bureau is 
continuing to synchronize channel, conveyance, and operations projects with several partners. 
Alignment of the progress on these projects will help prioritize planning, budget, and 
implementation in upcoming work plan requests. 
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Report on the Meeting with CESOSS regarding the Primera Aqua Event. February 27, 
2026, Frontier, 2400 Central Ave SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106 

Director Russo Baca met with representatives from CESOSS to discuss the upcoming Primera 
Agua event, which will focus on the cultural, environmental, and agricultural significance of 
water in New Mexico communities. The event is intended to highlight the role of acequias and 
community-based water stewardship while promoting dialogue among community leaders, 
educators, and water managers. Planning discussions focused on event programming, outreach, 
and opportunities to highlight the importance of traditional water management systems and 
community engagement in water policy discussions. CESOSS, the South Valley Regional 
Association of Acequias, and the MRGCD invite the community to join us for a celebration 
marking the start of the irrigation season. Primera Agua will be held at the head gate of the 
Atrisco Acequia Madre at the corner of Central Ave. and Sunset Blvd. on Saturday, April 2, at 
9:00 AM. Enjoy an Acequia Blessing and an Acequia Walk & Talk to share stories about 
acequias and our community. Local community members connected to acequia and agricultural 
traditions will lead both the blessing and the walk-and-talk. If you have any questions, feel free 
to email info@cesoss.org. https://www.cesoss.org/cesoss-events  

Report on the Land and Water Summit, March 4-6, 2026, Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 
2401 12th St NW, Albuquerque, NM  87104.  

Director Russo Baca attended the New Mexico Land and Water Summit, a statewide gathering 
that brings together water managers, agricultural producers, policymakers, conservation groups, 
and community leaders to discuss key natural resource issues affecting New Mexico. The 
summit featured presentations and panel discussions on water supply challenges, watershed 
restoration, agricultural sustainability, and strategies to improve long-term water security in the 
state. Jason Casuga presented on the final panel. Participants also discussed the impacts of 
drought, climate variability, and population growth on water resources, as well as opportunities 
for collaborative approaches to land and water management across New Mexico. 
https://www.landandwatersummitnm.org/index.php/the-2026-land-and-water-summit/  

mailto:info@cesoss.org
https://www.cesoss.org/cesoss-events
https://www.landandwatersummitnm.org/index.php/the-2026-land-and-water-summit/
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