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MEMORANDUM 

To: Chairman Kelly, Board of Directors 

Through: Jason M. Casuga, CEO/Chief Engineer 

From: Casey Ish, Director of Lands and Conservation 

           Michael Padilla, ROW Supervisor 

Date: March 3, 2026 

Re: Consideration/Approval to deem a 16’ X 907.7’ approx. 0.33acre strip of land as surplus, to initiate a land sale 

Summary: Encumbered Right-of-Way Portion of the Gabaldon Lateral Extension Requested for 
Purchase 

In December 2025, MRGCD received a plat for review concerning property located in Valencia County. During 
review, the Right-of-Way Department identified an encroachment onto MRGCD property. Staff contacted the 
property owner and advised that corrective action would require relocation of the existing fence to the legal 
boundary line and abandonment of use within MRGCD’s right-of-way. 

The property owner requested documentation verifying MRGCD’s ownership of the 16-foot strip in question. 
Upon further research, it was confirmed that MRGCD holds fee simple title to the 16-foot-wide strip, having 
acquired it from Ramon Gabaldon on March 4, 1937, for the Gabaldon Lateral Extension. The lateral no longer 
exists and, over time, the property effectively became an additional right-of-way width associated with the Los 
Chavez Interior Drain. 

The title company did not reflect MRGCD’s ownership interest in its report and proceeded with closing the sale 
of the property. 

The current property owner has expressed interest in purchasing the 16-foot strip. Although the property has not 
been formally declared surplus, staff has evaluated its operational necessity and determined that MRGCD is not 
utilizing this strip and does not require it to continue the mission of the District. The existing Los Chavez Interior 
Drain has sufficient right-of-way width without this additional 16-foot area. 

The strip measures approximately 16 feet by 907.7 feet, totaling approximately 0.33 acres. 

I recommend the following: 

• Utilize the existing certified survey.
• Obtain an appraisal to determine fair market value.
• Present the proposed sale to the MRGCD Board of Directors for approval, contingent upon DFA

approval.
• Submit the request to DFA for required authorization.
• Upon receipt of approvals, finalize the sale to the adjoining property owner.

This approach resolves the encroachment issue, ensures compliance with statutory requirements, and provides fair 
market compensation to the District for property that is no longer needed for operational purposes. 
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