










































































































































































































































































QUESTIONS?




Appendix VIII

Director Russo Baca Board Reports December 2025

Report on the Farmers for Future Farmers Meeting, December 9, 2025, January 6 & 9, 2026

This meeting is open to the public and usually occurs on the second Tuesday of each month at 6 pm at
3211 Highway 47, Los Lunas, NM 87031. Just to recap, at the November meeting, the topic of how the
organization can better assist local farmers came up. It was discussed that providing more resources and
information to everyone would benefit everyone. The organization has decided to launch an
informational series and will bring a new topic to each of our meetings. At the December 9th meeting,
the organization had Sam Ruhala from Biomimetic Soil Solutions present. The January 6 meeting was
a presentation by Jason Casuga regarding the Bureau of Reclamation Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for the Lower San Acacia Reach Improvements Project (LSARI). The meeting on
January 9" discussed farm delivery requirements versus consumptive use and the possibility of forming
a farmers' advisory committee within the irrigation committee.

Report on the Valencia County Soil and Water Conservation District Board Meetings December
18 and 31, 2025

Director Russo Baca gave the MRGCD partner reports to the VCSWCD, including the MRGCD 2025
irrigation season wrap-up newsletter: https://www.mrgcd.com/2025/12/22/2025-irrigation-season-wrap-
up-e-newsletter/ and the upcoming informational meetings: https://www.mrgcd.com/2025/12/12/save-
the-date-jan-26-farmers-irrigators-meetings/.

Report on the MRGCD/ OSE/ ISC Compact Discussion, December 10, 2025

MRGCD board members and staff met with the State Engineer and Interstate Stream Commission
Director, as well as OSE and ISC staff, to proactively discuss the State of New Mexico’s compact debt
and how best to convey water in the upcoming irrigation season to ensure water deliveries are done most
efficiently to Elephant Butte Reservoir.

Report on the NM ISC Meeting, December 11, 2025

Full report and agenda can be found here: https://www.ose.nm.gov/ISC/

WORK AREA OVERVIEWS WATER OPERATIONS AND RESERVOIR UPDATES

Rio Grande Compact Status — New Mexico’s cumulative Compact debit status is 124,000 acre-feet.
According to provisional data through November 15, Usable Water in Project Storage (native Rio
Grande water in Elephant Butte and Caballo, excluding San Juan Chama Project (SJCP) and credit
water) was about 103,000 acre-feet. Article VI restrictions remain in place (no upstream storage in post-
1929 reservoirs when Usable Water in Elephant Butte and Caballo is less than 400,000 acre-feet).
Elephant Butte and Caballo Reservoirs and Usable Water — Provisional data indicate that storage of all
water in Elephant Butte Reservoir was 100,000 acre-feet as of November 15. The area around Caballo
Dam and Reservoir received excessive rainfall from September 19-21. This caused sediment from
adjacent arroyos to block the Rio Grande channel partially and resulted in either flow or backwater near
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e January 7, 2026, from 5 to 7 p.m. MT at the Erna Fergusson Public Library, 3700 San Mateo
Blvd NE, Albuquerque, NM, 87110.

e January 8, 2026, from 5 to 7 p.m. MT at the Socorro Public Library, 401 Park St, Socorro, NM,
87801.

Reclamation will evaluate all comments received and consider substantive comments in the Final EIS, to
be completed in 2026.

Comments can be submitted during the above in-person meetings, through the virtual public meeting
room https://www.virtualpublicmeeting.com/lIsari-eis, via email to bor-sha-aao-Isari@usbr.gov, or by
postal mail. Written comments can be sent to Attn: Lower San Acacia Reach EIS, David (Sonny)
Cooper, Project Manager, Bureau of Reclamation, 555 Broadway Blvd. NE, Suite 100, Albuquerque,
NM 87102.

All public comments must be submitted/postmarked by January 12, 2026.

For more information on the LSARI EIS, please see the attached newsletter, visit the project website
here: LSARI EIS , or contact David (Sonny) Cooper, Project Manager (bor-sha-aao-lsari@usbr.gov).

Report on the MRGCD’s Sandoval County Farmers & Irrigators Informational Meeting,
January 8, 2026

This was an informational meeting discussing the outlook for the 2026 irrigation season, followed by a
question-and-answer session. This meeting was well attended by MRGCD staff and the public, and there
were many good questions about what to expect for the upcoming season.
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