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MRGCD is turning 100 this year, and much of the infrastructure it manages needs to be upgraded.
The board is looking at rebuilding the Corrales siphon, part of irrigation infrastructure in the Corrales
area, which at the high end could cost $15 million, Dunning said.

“We've been really good about writing grants and getting grants, or low-interest loans. But a lot of
those have come from the federal government, and | think that spigot is going to dry up,” Dunning
said.

Occupational therapist and the board'’s present vice chair, Colin Baugh was reelected to Position 4,
also representing Bernalillo County. Baugh helped reestablish an acequia association in the North
Valley in 2008 and was mayordomo for the Pierce Lateral Acequia Association in 2019.

The Sandoval County seat will continue to be filled by the former governor of the San Felipe Pueblo,
Michael Sandoval. Sandoval has worked as a water resources specialist for the pueblo and as a civil
engineering technician for the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

The other board members are John Kelly, who also represents Bernalillo County; at-large Director
Stephanie Russo Baca; and Valencia County Director Brian Jiron. Their terms run through 2027.
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Statement Regarding Easement Language: “Successors and Assigns”

The recorded MRGCD easement includes the phrase:

“Grantors, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt of which is hereby
acknowledged, do grant, bargain, sell, and convey unto grantee and its successors and
assigns the permanent right and easement to construct, reconstruct, operate, and
maintain roads, channel improvements, embankments, and other irrigation, drainage, or
flood control improvements and facilities on, under, over, and across the described real
estate.”

Explanation:

The term “successors and assigns” refers only to entities or individuals who lawfully assume or
perform the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District’s official duties—such as maintenance,
construction, or repair of flood control or irrigation structures.

This language ensures continuity of MRGCD's operational authority if its responsibilities are later
carried out by a successor agency, contractor, or authorized designee.

It does not extend easement rights to the general public, recreational users, or any third party not
acting directly under the authority of MRGCD.

In plain terms, “successors and assigns” preserves MRGCD's operational access but does not create
or imply any public access, recreational rights, or general passage across private property.



That is a direct violation of private ownership.

We ask the Board to take four simple, lawful actions:
1. Acknowledge in writing that this easement does not grant public access.
2.  Withdraw the fencing removal directive.
3. At MRGCD's expense, install or support fencing, gates, and signage to prevent
unauthorized public use at both ends of both easement accesses.
4. Collaborate with landowners to clearly define easement boundaries and
protect both your operations and our property rights.
5. Immediately install gates and fencing to prevent parking lot.

We value MRGCD's mission and respect the need for maintenance access.

But the District’s current stance leaves us unprotected, uninsured, and unsafe.

We are asking simply for a lawful, fair, and cooperative resolution.

Thank you for your time.
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*3 minute speech MRGCD
Good afternoon, Chairman and members of the board.

My name is Kristy LaMariana, and I'm the owner of 140 Camino Vega Verde, which borders the
MRGCD easement in question.

I'm also speaking on behalf of my neighbors, Dennis and Debra Mayes on Bazan Loop, who share this
same easement.

We are here today because of the District's recent letter ordering us to remove our fencing — fencing
that was approved by your own field representative, Michael Padilla, and has never blocked or

interfered with MRGCD operations.

Yet the District now demands removal while allowing or even encouraging public use of this
maintenance easement for walking, biking, and horseback riding.

That use is outside the lawful scope of the easement.
The recorded grant allows MRGCD to maintain and operate channels and flood control improvements.
It does not authorize recreation or public access of any kind.

In the October 7 Albuguerque Journal, a board member acknowledged that MRGCD is not insured for
recreation — and now relies on the State Risk Management Division.

That means landowners like us bear the liability for injuries that might occur on our deeded property.
We pay the property taxes, yet we carry the risk.

Meanwhile, public use has brought real harm: vandalism, graffiti, drug activity, homeless
encampments, and even gunfire — including a bullet hole through my bedroom window.

Police have responded many times, yet your CEO recently told me he personally asked Corrales Police
to stop responding to trespass calls on MRGCD easements.

That is unacceptable.

Someone within the District even gave equestrians permission to enter through my property, and they
were caught tearing down my fencing to access the Bosque.



CUSTOMER ID:

PROPCD:
MRGCD MAP:
ISOLOG ID:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

TOTAL ACRES (AC):
ASSESSED AC:
PROTESTED AC:
WATER BANK AC:

FIELD INSPECTION:
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2025 FIELD INSPECTION REPORT

STAFF INITIALS: AM
INSPECTION DATE: 9/23/2025 2:36:00 PM
CUSTOMER ID: 16398

ACCESS
Adjacent to MRGCD Facility:  Yes

Access Type: MRGCD Facility

Private Ditch Exists: Yes

TURNOUT (TO)
TO Exists: No

TO Condition:
Access with TO installation:

COMMENTS: Property is adjacent to the Los Chavez Acequia. Property dose not currently have a
turnout. An existing private ditch runs along the north boundary of property but it dose
not appear to be in active use. Access can be gained if turnout is installed .

PHOTOS
Photo 1 Comments:

Photo 2 Comments:
**SFE ATTACHED PHOTOS EXHIBIT**

Photo 3 Comments:

Photo 4 Comments:

Date Exported: 9/26/2025 1:15 PM




Photos Exhibit for Customer ID 16398, Map 80 Tract 1A3B1B
Photos by A. Madera

Protest Property lot #1

S
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Figure 1: Existing private ditch located on the north boundary of the property

Figure 2: East extent of property adjacent to the Los Chavez Acequia



Photos Exhibit for Customer ID 16398, Map 80 Tract 1A3B1B
Photos by A. Madera

Figure 3: Existing structure within the property

Figure 4: Portions of the property are paved
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CUSTOMER ID:

PROPCD:
MRGCD MAP:
ISOLOG ID:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

16398

100903620518300000
80
N/A

MAP 80 TR 1A3B2 = 18.9200 AC

TOTAL ACRES (AC): 18.92 IRRIGABLE AC: 11.70 Legend
ASSESSED AC:  18.92 NOT IRRIGABLE AC:  7.10 Irrigable
PROTESTED AC: 18.92 Non Irrigable
WATER BANK AC: O Surface Water Current
Status,WR_Type
FIELD INSPECTION: NO [LL] Water Right
=1 No Pre-1907 Water Right
TURNOUT:  YES [ Not Evaluated
EVALUATION:  ACCESS TO IRRIGATION EXISTS PER PROTEST APPLICATION. (.1 upplemental
FIELD INSPECTION REQUESTED. NON IRRIGABLE AREAS HH cancelled/Expired
HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED FROM FIELD INSPECTION NOTES No Right
AND AERIAL IMAGERY. I Other

DATE: 9/26/2025 2:42 PM

Path: M:\01 GIS Projects\ASSESSMENTS\Protest Inspection Forms\2025_PROTEST_INSPECTION_FORMS.aprx




2025 FIELD INSPECTION REPORT

STAFF INITIALS: AM
INSPECTION DATE: 9/23/2025 3:09:00 PM
CUSTOMER ID: 16398

ACCESS
Adjacent to MRGCD Facility:  Yes

Access Type: MRGCD Facility

Private Ditch Exists: No

TURNOUT (TO)
TO Exists:  Yes

TO Condition:  Disrepair
Access with TO installation:

COMMENTS: Exiting turnout located on the adjacent Los Chavez Acequia is not in current use and
dose not appear to be used in some time. There is exiting pond and property has
several paved roads on property as well as concrete slabs along cattle fence.

PHOTOS
Photo 1 Comments:

Photo 2 Comments:
**SFE ATTACHED PHOTOS EXHIBIT**

Photo 3 Comments:

Photo 4 Comments:

Date Exported: 9/26/2025 1:18 PM




Photos Exhibit for Customer ID 16398, Map 80 Tract 1A3B2
Photos by A. Madera

Figure 1: Existing abandoned turnout adjacent to the property

Figure 2: Property adjacent to Los Chavez Acequia.



Photos Exhibit for Customer ID 16398, Map 80 Tract 1A3B2
Photos by A. Madera

Figure 3: Existing paved road within property.

Figure 4: Extent of paved road.



Photos Exhibit for Customer ID 16398, Map 80 Tract 1A3B2
Photos by A. Madera

Figure 5: Existing concrete slab along cattle fence.



Appendix VII

Director Russo Baca Board Reports October 2025

Report on the Middle Rio Grande Urban Waters Meeting, September 9, 2025

This is a quarterly meeting. The presentations this month were by Dustin Chavez-Davis with Albuquerque Open
Space on Bosque Project Updates, Megan Marsee from Bernalillo County on their water conservation program,
and Ricky Reedy from Ciudad Soil and Water Conservation District on Forestry Projects.

Report on the New Mexico Water Law 32"! Annual Conference, September 11-12, 2025

This two-day conference included interesting legal presentations on water law topics specific to NM.
Presentations included Views from the State Engineers Office, Enforcement of Existing Water Rights, Texas v.
New Mexico, Management of the Middle Rio Grande Reservoirs, Conservation of Water in NM, and Offsets in
the Middle Rio Grande —specifically about the Pueblo of Sandia and Downstream Water Rights.

Report on the ISC Meeting, September 18, 2025
UPPER AND MIDDLE RIO GRANDE BASIN KEY UPDATES

Rio Grande Compact Status — New Mexico’s cumulative Compact debit status is 124,000 acre-feet and Article
VII restrictions continue to be in effect. Usable Water in Project Storage was about 65,000 acre-feet as of
September 7.

El Vado Reservoir Operations — Reclamation is currently storing about 25,000 acre-feet of San Juan Chama
Project (SJICP) and Prior and Paramount (P&P) water. Reclamation’s reassessment regarding construction to
rehabilitate the dam is ongoing. Abiquiu Reservoir and Dam Operations — Releases from the dam are being
monitored to evaluate downstream channel capacity. Under a temporary NMOSE permit, Reclamation currently
has about 11,000 acre-feet of P&P water in Abiquiu. The Coalition of Six Middle Rio Grande Basin Pueblos
requested a P&P release (the first in many years) on July 10 and since then, releases from Abiquiu and El Vado
for P&P needs have occurred on 34 days. Depending on precipitation and P&P demand, P&P releases could
begin again before November 15.

INTERSTATE COMPACTS Article VII restrictions remain in effect.
WATER OPERATIONS

El Vado — Currently, about 9,700 acre-feet of SJCP and 15,700 acre-feet of P&P water are being stored in the
reservoir, for a total of approximately 25,400 acre-feet of storage in El Vado. This volume is near the maximum
that Reclamation plans to store until the dam can be rehabilitated. The reassessment and development of new
alternatives to address the safety concerns could take several years to complete.

Abiquiu — The final P&P storage requirement for the 2025 season is 32,668 acre-feet. In addition to the P&P
water stored in El Vado, Reclamation is storing about 11,000 acre-feet of P&P water in Abiquiu under a
temporary emergency permit that expires at the end of 2025. Due to sedimentation in the lower Rio Chama, the
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) plans to make incremental releases from Abiquiu Dam during high
rainfall events and will monitor channel conditions downstream. There has been no reporting of overbanking or
saturation of lands adjacent to the river in the lower Rio Chama this season.

Rio Chama — The NMISC is collaborating with partners at the USACE, Reclamation, and the Albuquerque
Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority to study the basin and increase channel capacity in the lower Rio
Chama. The NMISC is also pursuing various programs to provide technical and planning assistance, as well as



educational opportunities for local communities in the basin. While those activities are on-going, the NMISC is
prepared to respond to emergency flooding or sediment plugs in the Rio Chama to ensure water is conveyed
downstream for water users and Compact purposes.

Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District — Models are predicting the allocation for all SJCP contractors will be
between 35 and 40 percent of a full allocation. This is a historic low. As of September 7, a total of 30,000 acre-
feet of SICP water has been allocated, which is 31% of a normal allocation.

Report on the Meeting with CHAMP, September 20, 2025

Meeting with Corrales Horse and Mule People at their desensitization clinic with hot air balloons, and there was
a discussion about how MRGCD could work with CHAMP to host a clinic about ditch bank safety and possibly
bring heavy equipment so riders can work with their animals around heavy equipment that they might encounter
on the ditches.

Report on the Farmer Survey Advisory Committee Meeting, September 22, 2025

If you're a producer in the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, here's a great opportunity to have your
voice heard about water and farming in the district. These small-group conversations are a chance for you to
share your experiences, ideas, and concerns directly with those shaping local programs and policies.
Participants will receive a $50 Amazon gift card as a thank-you, along with coffee and donuts during the
discussion.

Two sessions are available:
e Wednesday, October 22 | 10-11:30 AM

Raymond G. Sanchez Community Center, 9800 4th St NW, Albugquerque, NM
e Wednesday, October 29 | 2-3:30 PM

New Mexico Tech campus, 801 Leroy Pl, Socorro, NM Space is limited, so please reserve your spot by
emailing mrgsurvey@unm.edu or calling/texting Professor Wang at 505-456-0638.
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Report on the MRGESCP Executive Committee Meeting, September 23, 2025

The Middle Rio Grande Endangered Species Collaborative Program Committee Meeting provides a
collaborative forum to support scientific analysis and implementation of adaptive management to the benefit
and recovery of the listed species pursuant to the Endangered Species Act within the Program Area, and to
protect existing and future water uses while complying with applicable state, federal, and tribal laws, rules, and
regulations. The Middle Rio Grande Endangered Species Collaborative Program (MRGESCP or Collaborative
Program) is a partnership of 17 signatory entities that support actions in the Middle Rio Grande aimed at
protecting and recovering five federally listed species with a focus on science and adaptive management.

Report on the Village of Corrales Public Meeting, September 25, 2025

This meeting was held for the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District and the Pueblo of Sandia to sign the
agreement to move forward on the Corrales Siphon.

Report on the Corrales Harvest Festival, September 28, 2025

The Corrales Harvest Festival celebrates the heritage of farming in Corrales with various stops at historical sites
and community booths, making it a fun community event for all to celebrate the rich history and heritage of
Corrales.

Report on the MRGCD Presentation at Alvarado Elementary, September 29, 2025

Laura Richards, Nature Teacher at Alvarado Elementary School, invited MRGCD board members Colin Baugh,
Karen Dunning, and Stephanie Russo Baca to present to her class about water issues in the Middle Valley. The
students were inquisitive and asked many essential questions about water, including those related to the Rio
Grande Compact.

Report on the Coalition of Rio Grande Water Users Conference, September 30 — October 2, 2025

This year's conference was titled “Cooperating on the Rio Grande.” There were engaging presentations centered
around the Rio Grande, including presentations from the Six Middle Rio Grande Pueblo Coalition, Case Study
on Canal Lining, MRGCD Pilot Project by Concrete Canvas, and MRGCD’s Eric Zamora, as well as Canal
Hydropower with Emrgy and Casey Ish.

Report on the Centennial Committee Meeting, October 6, 2025

The Centennial Committee discussed the 100th anniversary movie screening and fundraiser event as well as the
employee appreciation event and equipment rodeo.

Report on the Rio Grande 6 Pueblo Coalition Meeting, October 9, 2025

Eric Zamora presented the MRGCD water report as well as the work plan. I reminded the coalition that the
MRGCD will be hosting the 100-year anniversary film screening and to keep an eye out for the invitations.
Even though there is a government shutdown, the federal employees working on Pueblo water issues were still
able to attend.

Report on the Personnel/Finance Committee, October 10, 2025, MRGCD Main Office.

The Personnel and Finance Committee discussed budget issues regarding ad valorem payments.
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